COMMEMORATIVE SOUVENIR 


WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 2004 


16 - 21 January 2004 Mumbai - India 
Published by: Karnataka Social Forum 


Oitth Best O omplim ents 


from 


lp 


TATA 


TATA TEA LIMITED 


KPCL - EMPOWERING KARNATAKA 


At a time when most utilities in the power sector are 
responding to the imperative of reforms, KPCL, true to Its 
pioneering spirit, has formulated its responses ina pro-active 
manner. Notwithstanding the rigors of the transitional phase in 
the reforms sweeping the sector, KPCL has forged new 
initiatives to serve as a model for other utilities. An effective 
| and commercially enforceable fuel Supply agreement with 

= collieries, scientific pet aing of imported coal with indigenous Z 


coal, financial engineering to ensure substitution of high cost 


? ; debt with low cost, innovative funding of its new projects, and r 

2 above all creating a new paradigm in project development, 

ae operation and maintenance and consultancy to other utilities, . 
; ‘ oh ; : : 

ee, are the contributions for a newlook power sector in the country. : 

1 

+ KPCL Present Installed Capacity : 4350 Megawatts 4 

e's he i 

a * Ongoing Projects ~ : 835 Megawatts za 

7 ‘i _ 3 New Projects : 1230 Megawatts 

F ‘ . 

a 

iy 

- ‘+ 

a 

‘ a 6 

ep ba 


COMMEMORATIVE SOUVENIR 


WORLD SOCTAL FORUM 2004 


16 - 21 January 2004, Mumbai, India Published by: Karnataka Social Forum 
: 


To 

All the Delegates and Participants 
from 

All the Countries 

oY to 

The World Social Forum 2004 

at Mumbai 

from the 16th to 21st January 2004 


— A Hearty Welcome, 

Fraternal Greetings and 

Best Wishes for a Comfortable 

and Fruitful Stay in India 

1eY 79 from 


KARNATAKA SOCIAL FORUM 


Articles and Documents from here and there: 


Message 
World Social Forum : Charter of Principles 


World Social Forum : Origins and aims 

World Social Forum : A Brief History 

Know more about WSF 2004 process © 
Karnataka Social Forum's State Convention 
Another World is Possible 

What is the point of Porto Alegre? 

From Florence to Porto Alegre Via Hyderabad 


Oo ON OH F&F WO HO — 


Knowing Noam 

Towards New Visions 

About WTO 

— GATT/WTO :A Brief History 

— WTO Activities for Member Countries 
— Timetable for WTO Negotiations 

— List of WTO Members 


Globalisation and Culture 


—_ —_ 
— Oo 


Privatisation - a view 
Oxfam's Make Trade Fair Campaign 


Documents 
i) Biggest US Growers Pocket 71% Farm Sops 
India's Statement at the Heads of Delegation Meeting 
The Cancun Ministrial Statement 
WTO Virodhi Bharatiya Jan Abhiyan 
Cancun Conclave : A New Sunrise For Developing Countries 
vi) Cancun Failure : Africa Showed the Way 
vii) A Turning Point for World Trade 
vill) The Meaning of Cancun 


16 WSF : An Experiment in Coming Together 
17 Editorial Miscellany : 


18 List of Advertisers in the Souvenir 


SoS’ 220 


O334% Poy 


~ ees ’ Se . 
oo dl , \ 
4 . 


world social forum 2004 


Message from the WSF Secretariat - Brazil 
expressing solidarity to all people in Mumbai 
and congratulating the launching of WSF 2004. 


In this day, when the World Social Forum, to be 
held in Mumbai, India, from January 16 to 21 of 
2004, is launched in many cities of the world, the 
Brazilian organizations who have promoted its first 
three editions, in Porto Alegre, salute with joy the 
Indian organizations that have united to carry out, 
in the other side of our planet, the fourth-edition of 
the World Social Forum (WSF). 


In opening this world meeting space to all that, in 
the world, fight against neoliberalism and are in 
search of alternatives for an urgent and possible 
building of a different world, the Indian organizers 
of WSF 2004, supported by other Asian countries, 
have assumed efficiently and courageously, and in 
full respect of their diversity, the role that was 
trusted to them in the necessary expansion, in all 
continents, of the sign of hope represented by the 
WSF. 


We are in solidarity with all people who were 
recently victimized in Mumbai by acts contrary to 
the pacific resolution of conflicts, and we give our 
full support to the Organizing Committee of the 
WSF 2004, congratulating it for its firm decision of 
asserting the full accomplishment of that great 
world meeting of hope. 


The world we want - centred in human being, 
respectful of nature - is of equality within the 
differences, worthy life conditions for all, justice and 


. peace. The World Social Forum in Mumbai will be a 


mark of this safe walking of humanity towards this 
new world. 


(September 3, 2003) 


4 World Social Forum : Charter of Principles 


The committee of Brazilian organizations that conceived of, and organized, the first World Social 
Forum, held in Porto Alegre from January 25th to 30th, 2001, after evaluating the results of that 
Forum and the expectations it raised, consider it necessary and legitimate to draw up a Charter of 
Principles to guide the continued pursuit of that initiative. While the principles contained in this 
Charter - to be respected by all those who wish to take part in the process and to organize new 
editions of the World Social Forum - are a consolidation of the decisions that presided over the 
holding of the Porto Alegre Forum and ensured its success, they extend the reach of those decisions 


and define orientations that flow from their logic. 


4. The World Social Forum is an open meeting place for reflective thinking, democratic debate 
of ideas, formulation of proposals, free exchange of experiences and interlinking for effective 
action, by groups and movements of civil society that are opposed to neoliberalism and to 
domination of the world by capital and any form of imperialism, and are committed to building 

a planetary society directed towards fruitful relationships among Humankind and between 
it and the Earth. 


2. The World Social Forum at Porto Alegre was an event localized in time and place. From 
now on, in the certainty proclaimed at Porto Alegre that “another world is possible’, it becomes 
a permanent process of seeking and building alternatives, which cannot be reduced to the 
events supporting it. 


3. The World Social Forum is a world process. All the meetings that are held as part of this 
process have an international dimension. 


4. The alternatives proposed at the World Social Forum stand in opposition to a process of 
globalization commanded by the large multinational corporations and by the governments 
and international institutions at the service of those corporations’ interests, with the complicity — 
of national governments. They are designed to ensure that globalization in solidarity will 
prevail as a new stage in world history. This will respect universal human rights, and those 
of all citizens - men and women - of all nations and the environment and will rest on democratic 
international systems and institutions at the service of social justice, equality and the 
sovereignty of peoples. 


5. The World Social Forum brings together and interlinks only organizations and movements 
of civil society from all the countries in the world, but intends not to be a body representing 
world civil society. 


6. The meetings of the World Social Forum do not deliberate on behalf of the World Social 
Forum as a body. No-one, therefore, will be authorized, on behalf of any of the editions of 
the Forum, to express positions claiming to be those of all its participants. The participants 
in the Forum shall not be called on to take decisions as a body, whether by vote or 
acclamation, on declarations or proposals for action that would commit all, or the majority, 
of them and that propose to be taken as establishing positions of the Forum as a body. It 
thus does not constitute a locus of power to be disputed by the paarticipants in its meetings, 
nor does it intend to constitute the only option for interrelation and action by the organizations 
and movements that participate in it. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


Nonetheless, organizations or groups of organizations that participate in the Forums meeti 
must be assured the right, during such meetings, to deliberate on declarations or actions hes 
may decide on, whether singly or in coordination with other participants. The World Social Bee 
undertakes to circulate such decisions widely by the means at its disposal, without directin 
hierarchizing, censuring or restricting them, but as deliberations of the organizations or groups of 
organizations that made the decisions. 


The World Social Forum is a plural, diversified, non-confesgional, non-governmental and non- 
party context that, in a decentralized fashion, interrelates organizations and movements engaged 
in concrete action at levels from the local to the international to build another world. 


The World Social Forum will always be a forum open to pluralism and to the diversity of activities 
and ways of engaging of the organizations and movements that decide to participate in it, as well 
as the diversity of genders, ethnicities, cultures, generations and physical capacities, providing 
they abide by this Charter of Principles. Neither party representations nor military organizations 
shall participate in the Forum. Government leaders and members of legislatures who accept the 
commitments of this Charter may be invited to participate in a personal capacity. 


The World Social Forum is opposed to all totalitarian and reductionist views of economy, 
development and history and to the use of violence as a means of social control by the State. It 
upholds respect for Human Rights, the practices of real democracy, participatory democracy, 
peaceful relations, in equality and solidarity, among people, ethnicities, genders and peoples, and 
condemns all forms of domination and all subjection of one person by another. 


As a forum for debate, the World Social Forum is a movement of ideas that prompts reflection, 
and the transparent circulation of the results of that reflection, on the mechanisms and instruments 
of domination by capital, on means and actions to resist and overcome that domination, and on 
the alternatives proposed to solve the problems of exclusion and social inequality that the process 
of capitalist globalization with its racist, sexist and environmentally destructive dimensions is 
creating internationally and within countries. 


As a framework for the exchange of experiences, the World Social Forum encourages 
understanding and mutual recognition among its participant organizations and movements, and 
places special value on the exchange among them, particularly on all that society is building to 
centre economic activity and political action on meeting the needs of people and respecting 
nature, in the present and for future generations. . 


O 


As acontext for interrelations, the World Social Forum seeks to strengthen and create new national 
and international links among organizations and movements.of society, that - in both public and 
private life - will increase the capacity for non-violent social resistance to the process of 
dehumanization the world is undergoing and to the violence used by the State, and reinforce the 
humanizing measures being taken by the action of these movements and organizations. 


The World Social Forum is a process that encourages its participant organizations and movements 
to situate their actions, from the local level to the national level and seeking active participation in 
international contexts, as issues of planetary citizenship, and to introduce onto the global agenda 
the change-inducing practices that they are experimenting in building a new world in solidarity. 


Approved and adopted in Sao Paulo, on April 9, 2001, by the organizations that make up the World Social 
Forum Organizating Committee, approved with modifications by the World Social Forum International 
Council on June 10, 2001. 


http:/;www.fsmt.org.co/eng-carta.htm 


2 World Social Forum : Origins and Aims 


- Francisco Whitaker 


blic. It was to 
. oposal for a Multilateral Agreement on Investments (MAI) was made pu 
Ranyin #88Psne pip ies, then to be “proposed” to - in practice, imposed on - the rest 


ianed by the world's wealthiest countr : 
a sie Geet in the world. The agreement had been discussed in secret in the OECD, the intention 


being for it to become a kind of World Constitution for Capital, which would give capital all the rights and 
almost no duties - especially in Third World countries where the “investments would be made. The French 
newspaper Le Monde Diplomatique published a first expose prepared in the United States by the “Public 
Citizens” movement led by Ralph Nader, in an article by Lori Wallach, a lawyer with the movement. The 
outcry at the absurdities contained in the agreement led to the emergence ofa social movement in protest, 
causing France to withdraw from the negotiations in late 1998 and finally preventing the agreement from 
being signed. 

One of the organizations to spur this mobilization was ATTAC - at first the Association for a Tobin Tax for 
the Aid of Citizens, and now the Association for the Taxation of Financial Transactions for the Aid of 
Citizens - that was starting to take shape in France at the time, also following a proposal in this direction by 
Le Monde Diplomatique. Today the association has some 20,000 of supporters all over France and has 
produced ATTACs in other countries round the world, including Brazil. The association is working to put 
into effect Economics Nobel laureate James Tobins proposal for a tax on speculative capital movements 
as a way of controlling their present absolute freedom to circulate worldwide, with the consequences we 
all know so well. 


From the interactions these events helped to trigger everywhere among those who refuse to accept the 
scenario of a world wholly controlled by the interests of capital, a number of different forms of opposition 
to this type of globalization began to organize. Those that gained most fame by virtue of their media 
repercussion were the protests in Seattle against the WTO, in Washington against the IMF and the World 
Bank and, more recently, those in Prague, which led the government representatives gathered there to 
cut short their meeting one day ahead of schedule. 


Now, for a good twenty years, the owners of the world had been meeting in a Forum they called the World 
Economic Forum, which they held in Davos, a small, luxury ski resort in Switzerland. Once a year - in 
addition to the regional meetings that it has also begun to organize - this group (that today is a major 
corporation) currently gathers together all those able to pay 20,000 dollars to hear and talk to the leading 
thinkers at the service of capital, as well as to hear even guest critics of globalization, invited along to lend 
legitimacy to the Forum. Davos - which attracts correspondents from all the world's major newspapers, 
including systematically our friend Clovis Rossi - is where the theory of world domination by capital, within 
the parameters of neo-liberalism, is constructed and steadily put into practice. 


Well, in the light of all this that was going on, a few Brazilians decided that it would be possible to launch 
a new stage of resistance to this school of thought which today prevails all over the world. Over and 
beyond the demonstrations and mass protests, though, it seemed possible to move on and to offer specific 
proposals, to seek concrete responses to the challenges of building “another world”, one where the economy 
would serve people, and not the other way round. Economists and other academics opposed to neo- 
liberalism were already holding what they called Anti-Davos meetings in Europe. Now though, the intention 
was to go further than that. The idea was, with the participation of all the organizations that were already 
networking in the mass protests, to arrange another kind of meeting on a world scale - the World Social 
Forum - directed to social concerns. So as to give a symbolic dimension to the start of this new period, the 
meeting would take place on the same days as the powerful of the world were to meet in Davos. 


Exactly who had this great idea? Our friend Oded Grajew. | dont know if he discussed it with anyone else 
beforehand, but he put it to me when we met in France in February this year. Together, we decided to take 


it to Bernard Cassen, director of Le Monde Diplomatique, who is also president i 
; of ATTAC 
how well the idea would be received outside of Brazil. in France, to see 


Cassen was enthusiastic and made the proposal to hold the Forum in Brazil. He felt it had to be in th 
“Third World” - because that would also have a symbolic effect - and Brazil was among the countries in 7 
better position to host a Forum like this. His too was the idea of hosting it in Porto Alegre, capital of a stata 
that is steadily becoming known all over the world for its democratic experiences and efforts against neo- 
liberalism. Cassen then threw out a counter-challenge: if we were able to organize the Forum, we would 
have the support not only of his newspaper, but also of the organizations around the world that are 
positioning themselves against domination by capital. Once back in Brazil, we started to find out what 
organizations were willing to accept this challenge and take on this huge task. On February 28, there was 
a meeting in Sao Paulo of delegates from 8 organizations that today have signed a“Cooperation Agreement” 
to hold the World Social Forum, the first edition of which will be held in Porto Alegre from January 25 to 30 
2001: Brazilian Association of Non-Governmental Organizations (ABONG); Association for the Taxation 
of financial Transactions for the Aid of Citizens (ATTAC); Brazilian Justice & Peace Commission (CBP); 
Brazilian Business Association for Citizenship (CIVES); Central Trade Union Federation (CUT); Brazilian 
Institute for Social and Economic Studies (IBASE); Centre for Global Justice (CUG); Landless RuralWorkers 
Movement (MST). 


in March these organizations sent a delegation to Porto Alegre to consult Olivio Dutra and Raul Pont on 
the state and municipal governments willingness to host the Forum, on the understanding that the event 
would be promoted not by these governments, but by the civil society organizations that embraced the 
proposal. Once the governor and mayor had given their consent, work was begun as quickly as possible 
to organize and actually realize this new world meeting. This included inviting other civil society organizations 
to set up a Brazilian Committee in Support of the Forum. At Cassens suggestion, a delegation from the 
organizations travelled in late June to Geneva where a large part of the organizations linking up around 
the world in demonstrations against neo-liberalism would be meeting in an alternative “summit” parallel to 
the UN's “Copenhagen + 5” Summit. Room was made for us to present our proposal, which was very well 
received. Miguel Rossetto, Deputy Governor of Rio Grande do Sul State, also travelled to Geneva to 
confirm that the state would host the Forum. On that very occasion, an International Committee was set 
up in support of the Forum. 


Since then, we have been working against the clock to ensure attendance by participants from all over the 
world, with quotas set for each continent and each type of activity. The programme drawn up provides for 
two kinds of dynamics: morning panels - 4 running simultaneously on all four days, with four participants: 
each chosen from among leading names in the fight against the One Truth; and, in the early afternoon, 
workshops coordinated by the participants themselves to exchange experiences and for discussions, and — 
in the late afternoon, meetings for networking. Also planned are sessions for testimonies from people 
involved in different kinds of struggle, and an extensive parallel programme in Porto Alegre city for all 
those unable to participate directly in the Forum, which is open only to people appointed and registered by 
social organizations. 


The Forum is not deliberative in nature and time will not be wasted in discussing the commas in a final 
document. It will be the beginning of a process of thinking together at the world level on the four thematic 
areas dealt with in the morning panels: production of wealth and social reproduction; access to wealth and 
sustainability; empowering civil society and the public realm; and political power and ethics in the new 
society. For each of these thematic areas, questions were formulated to which we have to find answers 
and, for each question, there is a series of issues we have to consider. The intention is, by thinking 
together also on a “globalized” basis, to make room - in greater depth each year - for the search for 
alternatives to the dominant model. In fact, World Social Forum 2001 will be only the first step, but an 
entirely new step, which is increasingly finding an echo the whole world over. Our hope is that this echo 
really will secure the beginning of a new period in the struggle against human submission to the interests 


of capital. ; 
(Source: Forum Social Mundial) 
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3 World Social Forum: A Brief History of 3.5 years 


In the beginning... 
® Seattle November 1999, Washington April 2000, Prague September 2000, Nice December 2000 


e Mass organisations and people's movements reject capitalist globalisation... and the World Economic 
Forum 2001. 


* _Like-minded people meet in the open space of the first World Social Forum at Porto Alegre, Brazil in 
January 2001. | 


° They believe that the future lies in people-centered and self-reliant progress, rather than imperialist 
globalisation. 


° They believe “Another World Is Possible”. 
e They time it to coincide with the World Economic Forum at Davos in Switzerland. 
e They discuss alternatives, exchange experiences and strengthen coalitions and alliances. 


e They adopt a Charter of Principles and ‘lecide to meet, same time next year. In bigger numbers and 
richer diversity, for three successive years, they hold the World Social Forums in the same city. 


* The World Social Forum has emerged as a counterweight to the worldview of the World Economic 
Forum. It has become a symbol of the gathering strength of forces fighting against globalisation, 
exclusions, discrimination and war. 


The people with the plan 


* After the first WSF, the International Council is formed to helped to take the WSF process forward. It 
is constituted by organizations across the world working on issues including economic justice, human 
rights, environmental, labour, youth, indigenous people and women’s rights and alternative sexualities. 


The numbers speak 


World Social Forum | World Social Forum Il World Social Forum Ill 
Where Porto Alegre, Brazil Porto Alegre Porto Alegre 
When January 2001 Jan/Feb 2002 _ January 2003 
Accredited 
Journalists 1,870 3,054 4,094 
Delegates 4,700 12,274 © ? 20,763 
Participants 20,000 50,000 100,000 
Nations 117 123 130 
Workshops 420 622 1,286 
Youth Camp 2000 15,000 25,000 


* The process refuses to stop. In 2002-2003, there are regional (Europe. Asian, African and Pan- 
amazonic), thematic (Argentina, Palestine and Colombia) and local and national forums In Belgium, 
Colombia, Greece, Portugal, Sweden and other countries. 


* The Asian Social Forum at Hyderabad from January 2 to 7, 2003, prepares the way for the World 
Social Forum to sail out of Latin America and anchor in the heart of Asia - Mumbal 


Source : WSF 2004, India Bulletin 
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4 Know more about the WSF 2004 process 


The World Social Forum was conceived as in International forum built around the slogan “Another 
World Is Possible” to contest the formulations offered by neo-liberal economic policies and capitalist..led 
globalisation. It seeks to provide a space for discussing alternatives, for exchanging experiences and for 
strengthening alliances between social movements unions of working people and NGOs, as well as an 
opportunity for cross-sectoral dialogue. The first three WSFs were held in January and February 2001- 
2003, in the city of Porto Alegre, Brazil and were timed to coincide with the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland. The richness of Brazilian grassroots organisatlons represented a source of inspiration 
for the development of the World Social Forum. Over the last three years, WSF the emerged as a 
counterweight to the worldview of the World Economic Forum. The WSF has become a symbol of the 
gathering strength of forces fighting against globalisation and war. WSF 2003, with over 100,000 participants 
became a rallying point for the protest against the war in Iraq. 


The first WSF in 2001 saw the participation of about 20000 people (of which 4,702 were registered 
delegates) representing over 500 national and International organizations tram more than 100 countries 
The success and enthusiasm generated by WSF 2001 contributed to making the WSF an annual event, 
The second WSF held in January and February 2002 was an even larger event. If saw the participation 
of around 12,000 registered delegates and a total of 55,000 people from 123 countries. WSF 2003 saw 
the participation of more than 27,000 delegates and a total of 100,000 people from more than 130 
countries. 


WSF 2001 had 16 conferences workshops in 2002, there were 27 conference and seminars and workshops 
increased to about 900 In 2003 the number of conferences (including panels, tables of dialogue and testimonies) 
increased to 61 whereas self Organized activities (earlier called seminars and workshop) increased to about 
1200 in addition to WSF, there have been regional and thematic forums during 2002-2003. 


* Argentina Thematic Forum, Crisis of the neo-liberal model, in Buenos Aires, from August 22 to 
25, 2002 


* European Social Forum, in Florence Italy from November 6 to 10, 2002 


%* Palestine Thematic Forum “Negotiated Solutions for Conflicts”, in Ramallah, Palestine, from 
December 27 to 30, 2002 


Asian Social Forum, in Hyderabad, India, from January 2 to 7, 2003 
African Social Forum, in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia, from January 2 to 7, 2003 


Panamazonic Social Forum, in Belem, Para (Brazil), January 16 to 19, 2003 


b+ $+ & + 


Thematic Social Forum: Democracy, Human rights, Wars and Drug Trafficking, in Ortagena de 
Indias, Colombia from June 16 to 20, 2003 


* Besides these, there have been also local and national forums in Belgium, Colombia, Portugal. 
Sweden and other countries 


Following WSF 2001 the International Council (IC) Forum was formed so as to enhance and expand 
the diversity of the WSF process. The IC Is a group of international networks from different regions of the 
world. it is constituted by several organizations working on Issues Including economic justice, human 
rights, environmental issues, labour, youth and women's rights. The IC contributes to the WSF methodology, 
outreach, communication strategies as well as the local and regional organizing process. 
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WSF IN INDIA 


‘In 2003 the IC of the WSF and Brazil Organizing Committee strongly felt that WSF needed t 
move beyond Brazil and Latin America to be more inclusive of peoples of Africa and Asia: the peop! : 
facing the brunt of imperialist and neo-liberal globalization, and enjoined in strong popular Ai re 
against it. Keeping this in mind, India has been chosen as the host country for the WSF 2004 rep 
to bring in Asian and African concerns to greater prominence. With the success of the Asian Social 
Forum in Hyderabad, India in January 2003, which saw the participation of over 20,000 delegates 
representing 840 organisatlons, tremendous enthusiasm has been generated within Asia about the 
WSF process. Hosting of the World Social Forum global meet in India in 2004 is a great opportunity 
and challenge to people’s movements and to all civil and political organizations across the world 
especially those of the peoples of Asia and Africa. The WSF 2004 is for all those opposed to imperialist 
and neo-liberal globalization, war and sectarian violence, and has a commitment to democratic values, 
plurality, dignity and peace. 


WSF 2004 is also a symbol of unity and democratic space for people to assert their rights for 
peace and a world free of violence, bigotry and hatred. The WSF India process will not only focus on 
imperialist globalization but also on the issues of religious sectarian violence, casteism and patriarchy. 
The WSF process in India will make space for all sections of society to come together and articulate 
their struggles and visions, individually and collectively against the threat of non liberal capitalist 
globalization on one hand and uphold the secular, plural and gender sensitive frame work on the 
other. All those who take part in the World Social Forum - in India has elsewhere in the world - should 
be in broad agreement with the charter of Principles of the WSF. In India the WSF charter has been 
extended to include social and political realities, as they exist in the country today. The process In 
India makes space available for all sections of society, but most importantly, it makes space for all 
those in society that remain less visible, marginalized, unrecognized, and oppressed. This entails the 
opening of a dialogue within and between the broad spectrum of political parties and groups, social 
movements and other organizations. The WSF - India process aims to be widespread and inclusive 
by allowing for a space for workers, peasants, individual people, dalits, women, hawkers, all minorities, 
immigrants, students, academicians, artisans, artists, the media as well as parliamentarians, 
sympathetic bureaucrats and other concerned sections from within and outside the state. The event 
will bring together independent, as well as mass organizations, new social movements and NGOs on 
one platform, for the first time in recent Indian history. The WSF process is being deepened at the 
grassroots by initiating social forums in states, districts and towns of India. 


The WSF 2004 will advance the debate on concerns Indian and yet simultaneously maintain an 
international perspective. A basic and underlying organizing principle is that all activity in theWSF will be 
both serious and purposeful, addressing the hard ground realities that we live in and struggle with, and 
also be vibrant celebrations of life, of alternatives, of possible other worlds. 


Five national consultations have been held in India since WSF 2003 to advance the WSF process, 
between February and May 2003 (in Delhi: 14.16 February, in Nagpur: 21-22 March, in Delhi 7-8 April, 
and in Mumbai: 19.20 April, 29 May 2003). The decision to host WSE 2004 in India was based on a 
detailed review of the success of the Asian Social Forum. 2003 and evaluation of the experience of 
representatives at Indian organizations who participated in WSF 2003, including those who attended IC 
meetings. With each successive consultation, an effort was made to bring more organizations representing 
critical sections of society and the economy from across the political spectrum into the process. The 
consultation also put in place a democratic, transparent and accountable decision making mechanism In 


the WSF India process. 
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WSF INDIA PROCESS 


The India General Council is th 
IGC is open to all social movements an . 
At the moment there are 135 members in the IGC. 


The India Working Committee is responsible for formulating policy guidelines that from the basis for the 
functioning of the WSF India process. The IWC currently consists of 67 organizations nominated from the 
IGC and indicative of the diverse social, political and economic gamut. The IWC comprises of 14 national 
trade unions and workers’ organizations, 8 national women’s organizations, 6 national farmers’ networks, 
and 4 national platforms each of dalits, adivasis, 4 student and youth bodies, as well as 27 social movements, 


other organizations and NGOs. 
The India Organizing Committee is the executive body of the WSF 2004 and is responsible for organizing 


the event. The IOC consists of 45 individuals, each being a member of one of the eight functional groups 
Programs, Venue & Logistics. Communication & Media, Liaison, Finance, Culture, Mobilization, and Youth 


and Students. 


e decision making body of the WSF India process. The membership to the 
d organizations that are committed to the WSF Charter of Principles. 


The Mumbai organising committee consists of organisations based in Mumbai that are represented in 
each of the functional groups. 


FINANCE 


WSF India seeks support from all the member of the International Council to assist in the process of 
raising funds. The total estimated expenditure, for WSF 2004 is US $ 3.8 million. The WSF India puts high 
premium on self mobilized funds and supports a careful use of finance. The activities included in WSF 
2004 will be funded by the participants, organizations of India General Council, development cooperation 
agencies, and private foundations and through solidarity funds for all over the world. The exercise in 
budgeting for WSF 2004 has been to minimise fund requirement, through use of the existing resources 
organizations in the WSF process and voluntary labour of organizations in the WSF India process. The 
financial estimates are based on the experience of the first three editions of the WSF as well as the WSF 
India’s experience of the Asian Social Forum January 2003. All the same, the subsidies that have been 
possible from the state and local government in Porto Alegre may not be possible in India although efforts 
are on to win concession in water and electricity charges from local authorities and utility providers and 
State support in transport by bus and train. 


World Social Forum - India invites you to join the process of conceving and constructing alternatives to 
globalization. 


“Another World is Possible”. Let us build it! 


WSF 2004: Programmes and Themes 


Apart from the opening and closing public demonstrations, each day of world Social Forum 2004 will 
feature panel discussions, debates, conferences, public meetings, testimonials and about 200 
workshops and discussions at which members of peoples’ movements and civil society organisations 
from around the world will exchange experiences, focus on strategies and alternatives to build a more 
people-centered world. 


WSF will organise two large public meetings and conferences, one each on every morning and the evening 
around the core themes of the WSF, which are as follows: 
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Militarisation, War and Peace 

Globalisation, Economic and Social Security 

Sustainable Development: Land, Water and Food Sovereignty 
Religious, Ethnic and Linguistic Exclusion and Oppression 
Exclusions, Discrimination and Oppression: Racism and Casteism 
Patriarchy and Gender 

Labour and the World of Work 

Media, Culture, and Knowledge 


In addition, WSF will also organise three panel discussions on: 
Political Parties and Social movements 
Globalisation and its Alternatives 
Globalisation, Global Governance and the Nation State’ 


The programme format aims to provide a larger space for self-organised activities, at which participating 
organisations will formulate their own programmes. For instance, dalit groups intend to organise a large 
gathering around the issue of dignity. 


These themes relate to the entire spectrum of society, and WSF 2004 will be attended by workers, peasants, 
indigenous people, dalits, the self-employed, minorities and immigrants from around India and from around 
the world to discuss these issues. 


A Youth Forum, which will run alongside the main event, is expected to draw 10,000 participants. In 
addition to exploring the WSF'’s central themes, the Youth Forum will also consider issues of child rights, 
sustainable development, health, education, and employment. 


The forum will provide a platform for artists from around the world to present work that embodies cultural 
resistance to the unjust globalisation policies driven by large corporations and governments. There will be 
art exhibitions, and musical and theatrical performances relating to the main WSF concerns. 


(From WSF 2004 India bulletin, 28 Aug 2003) 


x 


Another World is Possible 


faa arataa Wa 2004 


a dl ! Xe; 


world social forum 2004 


Another World is Possible 
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Sree Sreenivasa Textile Processing Pvt. Ltd. 


Dasanapura - 562 123 
Bangalore North 
Karnataka 


5 Karnataka Social Forum's State Convention — Nov. 29 - 30. 2003 


“Gautam Modi is the city. Let us meet and exchange views and latest developments”. That was th 
message | got over the telephone from Shri C. Balakrishnan. When | reached the venue to my sur aad 
already 40 persons had assembled. Shri Gautam briefed the gathering about the growth of World S cia 
Forum. He said “an onerous responsibility of ogranising WSF 2004 has been entrusted to India. It a 
doubt, an honour to us but at the same time it calls for tremendous effort on the part of all of us to iaie 
the event successful.” He appealed to the NGOs and the trade unions to strive their best to spread the 
message of the World Social Forum to people over as wide an area as possible. WSF is an all inclusive 
process. We have to mobilise all sections of the population. He said, “India Organisation has been set up 
already. It has been decided that Mumbai should be the venue for the World Conference”. There was 
instantaneous response from all the people assembled. They all said “Karnataka will not be lacking in 
efforts to take the World Social Forum to the grass roots in the State.” The idea then sprang up that we 
should set up a Karnataka Social Forum and under its auspices start the work in the State. The proposal 
was greeted with cheers. Prof. Babu Mathew called for volunteers to form the first Organising Group. 
Several hands went up. So were the seeds sown, for Karnataka Social Forum. Within a week thereafter 
the Organising Group met and decided to hold a State level convention and as a step preparatory to the 
Convention, to have a mass meeting at Bangalore on 9th August, 2003. Elaborate and fullly participative 
arrangements were made for the preparatory meeting. Over three hundred activists participated in the 
meeting. Shri. L. C. Jain, Dr. Hanumantha, Prof. L.N. Gopalakrishna and several other educationists and 
economists trade unionists and social activists, addressed the meeting. The members attending the 
conference formed themselves into groups to discuss specific issues, such as education, women’s problems, 
privatisation, secularism, etc. The groups submitted reports to the conference at the post lunch session. 
The task set for the Organising Group was to establish district level forums in all the 26 districts of Karnataka, 
before the State Convention in November, 2003. 


During the following four months, the Organising Group met almost every week and initiated action to 
form District Forums. Enthusiasm amongst the District activists was in ample evidence as they vied with 
each other to fix the dates of district conferences. Between August and November, district conferences 
were held in the districts of Dharwad, Mandya, Tumkur, Chamrajnagar, Shimoga, Uttara Kannada, Bidar, 
Gulbarga, Raichur, Chikamaglur, Davanagere, Gadag, Mysore, Hassan, Udupi and Bellary. The tempo of 
activity continued even after the State Convention and conferences were organised at Mangalore (Dakshina 
Kannada district) and Koppal. 


The sprawling grounds of Indira Gandhi Glass House at Hubli provided an excellent venue for the 
State Convention on 29th and 30th November, 2003, which was attended by about 2000 delegates. 
Shri Gautam Modi from the India Organisation, inaugurated the Convention. He narrated the 
developments from the origin of WSF movement in Porto Allegre in Brazil, in 1998, the three world 
meets in 2001, 2002 and 2003 in Brazil and the forthcoming WSF 2004. He said the movement had 
caught the imagination of all sections of the society, from the poor and downtrodden to intellectuals and 
theorists. Over 130 countries were already in the process of WSF and more were coming In. He said 
the holding of the next world meet in India was a challenge and all of us will have to put in our best 
efforts to meet the challenge. 


HH. Veerabhadra Swamiji of Nidamamudi Math Bangalore, known for his frank views and 
outspokenness, exhorted the gathering to’ fight against inequalities and injustices in the society. He 
hoped, the peoples movement that WSF was, will be in a position to put in place a process for the 
establishment of a true democracy in which the deprived sections of the society were cared for. He 
stressed the need for religious and communal harmony for achieving progress. 


L.C. Jain, economist, said: Constitution promised to the people of India a welfare state and guaranteed 
rights of freedom of speech and movement. The Constitution envisioned a socialist state wean ae 
social, economic and political, informed all sections of people. He said the policies pursued by tne 
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were dragging the country backwards. Peoples’ movements like WSF should raise their 
he exploitative State and bring pressure on it to correct its course. 


ers at the Convention were Satyavrata (Sarvodaya), V J K Nair (CITU), H Mahadevan 
(AITUC), Dr. L. Hanumantha (Economist and Social Activist), Michael B. Fernandes (HMKP), Prof. Babu 
Mathew (National Law School), H. Vasanth Rai (Bank Employees movement), Ms. K. Neela (AIDWA), K 
C Basavaraj (Farmers’ movement), Khasim Sabi (Social Action Committee) and many others form NGOs 
and Trade Unions. Opportunity was provided to all participants to voice their views, even if divergent. 


Government 
voice against t 


Other speak 


Commissions, each consisting of 50 to 100 members, were set up on issues concerning dalits, 
adivasis, farmers, workers, youth, students, minorities and on culture and communalism. After exhaustive 
deliberations, the Commissions prepared their reports which were placed before the plenary session. 
Summing up the discussions and the reports of the Commissions, a declaration was adopted by the 


Convention. 


An interesting part of the Convention was the revolutionary songs, dances and skits which interspersed 
the proceedings, cheered up the participants, which added an emotional input. 


At the conclusion of the Convention all those assembled joined in a procession. The colourful banners 
and throaty slogans attracted the attention of the Hubliaites. 


The Convention was certainly a milestone in the process of Karnataka Social Forum. B Devadas 
Rao, Anand Hegde and Ms Bharati (all from the Bank employees’ movement) put in their best efforts to 
ensure the successful conduct of this Convention. The movement has taken off in Karnataka and holds 
promise of long and sustained cruise and a historical landing. 


KMF EMPLOYEES’ FEDERATION 


Reg. No. DRT (B-1) TUA/26/86-87 
(Affiliated to Hind Mazdoor Kisan Panchayat) 


a OR OR 


# 24, Madhuvanthi 
Chikkabommasandra 
Yelahanka New Town, Bangalore - 560 065 
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Delegates 
queue up for 
registration 


A view of the 
attentive audience 


Press Conference 
on the eve of the 
convention at Hubli 
on 28-11-2003 
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HIND MAZDOOR KISAN PANCHAYAT 


(KARNATAKA UNIT) 
\. 5, Myrtle Lane, Banglore - 560 025 EA 


@ Extends fraternal greetings to all the participants in the 
World Social Forum - 2004 in Mumbai (India) between 
16th and 2ist January 2004. 


Extends all support to the WSF in the firm hope that its 
professed all inclusive’ character will become truly so the 
world over — particularly in the immensely pluralistic 
Indian polity as also its highly fragmented trade union 


movement. 


Sincerely believes that through genuinely UNITED 
approach and action the slogan ‘Another World is Possible’ 


can be made a little less difficult to materialise! 
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With Fraternal Greetings 
pee 
Best Wishes 
for a Successful Conference 
to | 
the delegates 


to 
World Social Forum - 2004 


BAMUL Employees' Union (R) 


(Affiliated to Hind Mazdoor Kisan Panchayat) 


Bangalore Dairy 
Dr. M. H. Marigowda Road 
BANGALORE - 560 029 


-6 Another World Is Possible... 
But What Kind, and Shaped By Whom? 


- Cindy Milstein 


During the World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting and related demonstrations i 

31 to Feb. 4, the Village Voice put its finger to the shifting political winds. That aiaieateathenaen fee 
“Passing the Torch: Anarchists Pick Up Where Progressives Left Off,” and the corresponding image de icted 
a middle-aged white male running in a business suit while handing off a Molotov cocktail to the ow: 
white male in “anarchistic’” attire sprinting along behind him. While this front page could be critiqued Sor M. 
damaging stereotype - that all anarchists are youthful, violent Caucasian guys - the article inside 
sympathetically acknowledged that“the anarchist fringe is fast becoming the movement's center.” Anarchists 
are indeed outstripping progressives because they offer a form of contestation and transformation that 
speaks to the times - a form in explicit opposition to the world's powerful elites, but one that also acts as a 
thorn in the side of social justice activists. 


This is especially apparent when comparing the WEF to its critics: the simultaneous gathering in 
Porto Alegre, Brazil of the World Social Forum (WSF) and the anti-capitalist convergence on NYC's streets. 


The WSF maintains in its slogan that “another world is possible.” It is in fact not only possible but 
certainly probable, given that the process known as globalization, among numerous other remappings, is 
fundamentally reconfiguring power relations. And far from settled, the ability to (re)shape the world is 
being both openly and surreptitiously fought over by nation-states as well as transnational corporations, 
nonprofit organizations as well as the millions ravaged by the globalizing process, and many others. 


Some potential worlds could, of course, be more dystopian than today’s - say, those asserted to be 
the divine word of a god or prophet by fundamentalists of all creeds. Yet even the more humane visions, 
like that of the WSF’s, beg the questions, Whose world will it ultimately be? Who will make social, economic, 
political, and cultural decisions, and how? While there are multiple answers, they all emanate from one of 
two distinct poles of governance: centralist versus decentralist, or to put it more starkly, authoritarian 
versus anti-authoritarian. ; 


Of all the new authoritarian models, the WEF’s can be said to be the most avant-garde. The WEF is 
ahead of its day in forging an organizational culture and structure capable of stylish world dominance in 
the age of globalization. It is certainly not alone in its quest to “further economic growth and social 
progress” for a limited few - social progress being measured by economic growth. Institutions from the 
World Bank to the European Union to the U.S. government share the same pursuit. What sets the WEF 
apart is its innovative means, potentially making it all the more dangerous. To borrow its own language, 
the WEF’s membership meets in “a unique club atmosphere,” always luxurious, “to shape the global 
agenda,” “to mold solutions,” with the aim of controlling sociopolitico-economic processes to its own 
advantage. 


Such maneuverings have been militantly challenged at the WEF’s past couple of annual meetings 
in Davos, Switzerland. Part of the alleged reason that the WEF ventured for the first time from its 
secluded retreat was to avoid this mounting resistance. The social costs, especially for the Swiss 
authorities, had gotten too high. WEF leaders also likely hoped to discredit such opposition altogether 
by meeting in New York City so soon after Sept. 1 1. They could claim to be both mourning the dead and 
doing their bit to rebuild NYC by convening at the opulent Waldorf-Astoria hotel. In contrast, so the WEF 
probably assumed, the protesters would be seen as funeral crashers, dishonoring the dead by realy 
wildly through the streets of a still-grieving city without regard for property or propriety. Once and for all, 
resistance would be tainted, thereby allowing institutions such as the WEF to go about the lofty mission 
of governing capitalist society without any pesky interference from“anti-globalist marginals,” to cite one 


WEF member. 
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further, though, the best reason for trooping to Manhattan was to highlight _ 

‘nfluence of this relatively small, young organization. As 9-11 and the subsequent 
Oe acsalad, fixed and visible centers of power can be targeted and attacked. The physical 
places housing those who have played such a large role in determining the postwar world economy (like 
the New York Stock Exchange) and geopolitics (like D.C.s Capitol building) are at risk of being shutdown. 
The U.S. government, complacent with overconfidence in its own preeminence, still has the might to lash 
out violently at home and abroad, yet like all bloated empires, It tries to preserve its authority in the same 
tired ways, even as its leaner adversaries dream up new strategies to assume the mantle of global power 
broker. It could thus be argued that the WEF came to NYC precisely because Sept. 11 exposed America- 
the-superpower's vulnerability, thereby allowing the WEF to flaunt itself as heir to institutions like Wall 
Street and nation-states. Or at least hold itself up as a potentially more resilient form of domination - 
flexible, savvy, and placeless. The WEF boasts of being a trendsetter, and indeed it is. Started as a 
nongovernmental organization (NGO) in 1971, it brings together the best and brightest of the global 
power elites: 1,000 business leaders, 250 political leaders, 250 academic leaders, 250 media leaders, 
along with a sprinkling of labor, social justice, and entertainment leaders. They are leaders not because 
an electorate or the public says so but by virtue of their wealth, influence, and power, and their farsightedness 
in being able to maintain all three. This ensures that those most adept at foreseeing where the globalizing 
world might go, and hence most able to engage in steering its course, will constitute the WEF’s fluid and, 
if needed, easily rearranged membership (witness the summary disinvitation of Enron’s Ken Lay). These 
privileged few are bound to neither space nor place, geography nor nation-state. They are accountable to 
no one but themselves, and when it serves their self-interests, each other. In the WEF’s own words, this 
NGO “is tied to no political, partisan or national interests” - although “beholden to” would be more descriptive. 
It is as transnational and elastic as the form of capitalism it promotes. And in its extremely exclusive and 
private global clubhouse, glamorous hobnobbing among WEF members legislates real-world economic 
and social policy. 


To extend these speculations 


Take just one iconic participant: Bill Gates. Money can’t be his only goal; for eight years, he’s been the 
world’s richest individual. More pointedly, having achieved the near-monopolistic power to determine how 
humanity communicates electronically, Gates has now taken a philanthropic turn. He is busily deciding 
health care policies for whole countries and even continents by funding his version of wellness. This grand 
gesture includes creating mass dependency on a healthy dose of his corporate buddies’ designer 
pharmaceuticals, particularly after Bill’s donations run out. Even if he had only benevolent motivations, 
can one person know what's best for billions of peoples’ bodies? As radical feminists have long contended, 
control over one’s body relates to self-determination and social freedom as well as health. 


The “representative” democracy of many nation-states almost begins to look good by comparison, at 
least as a way to keep the WEF in check. But these same allegedly democratic countries, along with a 
host of blatantly undemocratic ones, are partners in and frequently under the sway of the WEF itself. Even 
at the tender age of three, the WEF could already claim in 1973 to have “grown from humble beginnings” 
to be “the leading interface for global business/government interaction.” Now in its yuppie prime, this NGO 
has developed its muscle by integrating countries - from those in Latin America, the Middle East, and 
Africa, to Eastern and Central Europe, Asia, and even North America - into its institutional frame, often 
well ahead of the so-called international community. As the “premiere gathering of world leaders in business, 
government, and civil society,” an autonomous supranational body such as the WEF looks to limit the 
power of nation-states, not vice versa, and increasingly has the clout to do so. This is the hazy yet ever- 
sharper organizational outline for a potential form of one-world, nongovernmental governance, where a 
handful of individuals judge right and wrong by the bottom line of buy-sell relationships, unimpeded by 
constituents, much less ethical considerations, cultural constraints, or even anti-capitalist convergences. 


In this context, the WSF is held up as a promising candidate to stand against the WEF and campaign 
for a better world. Pulled together by eight NGOs as the socially oriented counterweight to the WEF, the 
WSF first convened last year in Porto Alegre during the WEF’s Davos session. This year, the Brazilian 
meeting again purposefully coincided with the WEF. As a “forum for debate” for all who seek an “alternative 
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to [the] neoliberal model,” the WSF “brings together and interlinks... organizati 7 
society from all the countries of the world” along with “those in eid Anoop ret ‘ ee 
by their peoples, who decide to enter into the commitments resulting from those debates” Cert in a 
WSF and those who participate in this alternate forum place “special value on all that society is build : “ 
centre economic activity and political action on meeting the needs of people and respecting satuiet's 
again cite the WSF. And much-needed social justice work has and will come out of the WSF'’s relative! ‘fin 
comparison to other global gatherings) open meetings. iit 


But wittingly or not, in trying to parallel the WEF’s meetings as its alternative, the WSF ends u 
mimicking its hierarchical structure: a supranational, nongovernmental body that seeks to shape the global 
agenda, with no accountability to and far removed from those whose daily lives are affected. Like the WEF 
the WSF offers an informal, fluid, and centralized networking environment for the globally influential - in 
this case, those in the “nonprofit” and“movement’ sectors. Such influence on the world stage, as the WEF 
wells knows, can soon translate into a power that rivals or exceeds that of nation-states. 


Once the WSF’s annual meeting is seen as the premiere gathering of socially concerned leaders, 
which in two short years is already becoming apparent, its statements will carry extraordinary political 
weight and its “debates” will soon map out public policy. Big, bureaucratic NGOs will continue to flock to 
the WSF in ever-greater numbers; and unlike activists and community-based organizations operating on 
a shoestring, they will be able to attend meetings annually and serve as members of the organizing 
council in between. These NGOs, then, will largely set the themes and strategies discussed at the WSF, 
limiting from the start the concerns of grassroots groups and radical movements. Moreover, these NGOs 
have the financial and organizational resources to, at a minimum, lobby governments and corporations - 
who are often involved with or monetarily supportive of these NGOs - to implement their notions of social 
change, thereby assuring that any “change” accords nicely with the status quo. Or a la Gates, the NGOs 
can attempt to directly implement the ideas they themselves have developed at theWSF'’s annual gathering 
through global social service projects. Since these NGOs have their own agendas, such projects will 
always carry political, social, and/or cultural price tags. This might not be a problem were it not for the fact 
that as private, nongovernmental bodies, NGOs don’t have to worry about participatory processes, 
accountability, or transparency. So much for representative democracy, much less community control or 
even public scrutiny. 


As the WSF gains in global influence it will even be courted, as it already was this year, by the very 
entity it set out to challenge, the WEF, which is perhaps able to recognize a kindred spirit well before the 
rest of us. This may have something to do with the WSF's mission itself, in that it neatly inverts that of the 
WEF’s. Whereas the WEF views everything through an economic lens, and is thus concerned with social 
issues insofar as they hinder economic growth, the WSF views everything through a social lens, and is 
thus concerned with economic issues insofar as they hinder social justice. The WEF, for instance, troubles 
itself over a lack of water, education, or transport in countries because these basic necessities serve as 
vital infrastructure for economic expansion. (Besides, the utterly destitute don’t make particularly robust 
markets and can even get unruly.) Conversely, the WSF strives to reduce economic exploitation because 
it limits peoples’ access to essentials like jobs, food, or housing. Socioeconomics, or more precisely 
capitalism, can therefore be utilized for opposite ends: in the WEF's eyes, it is good for business; in the 
WSF’, it can instead help bring about social justice. The WSF displays the best of aims: to meet human 
needs in a just manner. But because it accepts only those possibilities obtainable within a capitalist society 
(say, higher wages) rather than those that may be generated by but also dismantle present-day social 
relations (like the end of the wage system altogether), the other world that is possible is already 
circumscribed, already damaged. 


Such thinking leads the WSF to attempt to ensure social equity by partnering with nation-states and 
international agencies. For example, the WSF was joined this year by the Forum of nia el 
(including big-city mayors and administrators) and World Parliamentary Forum. These political “op ke 
come from the same countries sending participants to the WEF: most political leaders have friendly it no 
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omplex via investment, consulting, or _— ri ies al yates 

tical entities that help perpetrate social injustice. True, the 's hope Is to 
rf tele atti “democratic” (representative) nations and international bodies, and this 
would likely be an improvement for many people. More input Is nevertheless a far cry from actual power. 
“Participation” is the polite way of squashing popular movements by making people feel they finally have 
a place to be heard by those in positions of authority, who actually do listen carefully in order to incorporate 
just enough of people's concerns to neutralize their discontent. But those at the top stil get to have the 
final say. A glimpse of this strategy can be seen in the WSF’s International Council, which resolved on Jan. 
28-29, 2002, to continue to hold the “annual centralized WSF event,” but as “the WSF takes ona worldwide 
character and acquires more support [that is, power], there must be more mobilization in the regions to 


encourage more participation from all the continents.” 


intimate ties to the military-corporate Cc 


lf unaccountable, free-floating supranational bodies like the WEF and WSF prove themselves better 
able to determine “public” policy than so-called public servants elected in democratic republics, participation 
becomes even more meaningless (leading some to the regressive demand to strengthen nation-states). 
An influential few will have set themselves up as untouchable “leaders” more capable of knowing what's 
good for humanity than the vast majority of the world’s peoples, who will be completely shut out of shaping 
the societies they want to live in. Indeed, eerily similar to the WEF’s notion of a “corporate citizenship” 
voting on the allegedly better society, the WSF proposes a “planetary citizenship.” Who, pray tell, would 
govern this global citizenry? 


Lost in the WSF’s mission to bring about social justice, no matter how noble, is the very notion of 
freedom itself, of self-determination and self-governance, without which there can be no social justice. 
Surely the possible world of the WSF would be far preferable to the WEF’s. Yet in attempting to oppose the 
WEF, the WSF only succeeds in offering a kinder, gentler version of top-down decision making, and hence 
offers no real alternative at all. 


Which brings us back to the anti-authoritarian “keepers of the flame” explored in the Voice article 
mentioned above, where writer Esther Kaplan observes that anarchists don’t oppose “the WEF just because 
their policies exploit the poor, but because their power is illegitimate. [Anarchists] envision an egalitarian 
society without nation states, where wealth and power have been redistributed, and they take great pains 
to model their institutions in this vein.” David Graeber echoes this in his recent In These Times piece: the 
anti-capitalist convergence during the WEF meeting held out “new forms of radically decentralized direct 
democracy [as] its ideology. If nothing else, the ‘bad’ protesters have managed to prove that they can do 
anything the (hierarchical) NGOs or unions can, probably much better.” 


As NGOs and social justice activists bailed out of the WEF demonstrations from fear in the post- 
Sept. 11 climate and/or the desire to be part of the more high-profile, safe WSF in Brazil, a variety of anti- 
authoritarians were handed the reigns of the U.S. direct action movement (re)birthed in Seattle. They 
became the main organizers and spokespeople for the pivotal NYC convergence. Thus, even the mainstream 
media were forced to cover anarchist beliefs and visions - which, of course, have been there all along - if 
they wanted to report on the convergence at all. So despite the usual demonizations in the corporate 
press (as in the case of another Voice article, titled “Law of the Fist,” that basically labeled anarchists “Al 
Qaeda-like”), it became a fairly hegemonic assertion that anarchism was openly opposed to capitalism 
and just as openly for direct democracy. 


This was especially so among the participants themselves. While for anti-authoritarians direct 
democracy can include anything and everything from collectives and affinity groups to worker and/or 
neighborhood councils, acting in networks or confederations that keep power at the grass roots, most 
concur that self-governance must be part and parcel of present as well as future forms of social organization. 
Nowhere at the North American convergences of the past few years has this been more palpable, more 
public. 


Instead of signaling the death knell for resistance and reconstruction, New York's demonstration may 
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just have “normalized” anti-authoritarians’ notions of social and political ' ) 

anarchist or not. The use of substantively participatory etisinccoiden erate np 
WEF convergence, while not perfect, were nonetheless able to settle on street tactics that were <i “i 
to the feelings generated by Sept. 11, especially in NYC, and hence thoughtfully somber and ete 
Though comparatively dull for the marchers, not to mention the media and police, this ex ictly ant 
capitalist event not only reasserted that resistance is permissible again after 9-11's tragedy or at ‘ : 
increasingly necessary and courageous in light of new, rapidly consolidating forms of global slutisriartardon 
More important, it helped to vindicate and validate liberatory alternatives. 


Such alternatives have of late flickered momentarily though brightly at anti-capitalist convergences 
and in localized anarchist projects, but also in everything from the spontaneous gatherings of diverse New 
Yorkers in Union Square right after Sept. 11 to the banging of pots and pans during protests in Argentina 
by the middle class. Catalyzing the desire for self-organization, however, is not enough. As the WEF'’s and 
WSF'’s of the world duel it out to gain centralized power for themselves, anarchists must struggle for 
popular self-government as a dual form of power, and support those who are doing likewise. 


The Zapatistas, along with other revolutionaries before them, have already shown that declarations of 
“democracy, freedom, justice” resonate. But they have proved as well that municipalities can strive to 
become autonomous from statecraft and capital, to put human and ecological concerns first, while retaining 
regional and global links of solidarity and mutual aid. Such is-one form of dual power emanating from an 
anti-authoritarian vision of social transformation. , 


There are now hints of others, still in their infancy: the European Social Consulta (ESC) and the 
neighborhood assemblies in Argentina. While the ESC is being intentionally organized by those who. 
already consider themselves radical and the assemblies have been organically established by many who 
have never seen themselves as political before, both imply that all are capable of self-legislating, self- 
managing, and self-adjudicating the good society. 


The ESC is doing this explicitly by attempting to create a common meeting space that connects local 
and regional groups and social movements in a “horizontal and decentralized fashion.” As the ESC’s 
proposed hallmarks insist, this requires “a call for critical reflection, debate, direct action and the development 
of alternatives to the current system as tools for social transformation” It entails the rejection of capitalism 
as well as “all forms and systems of domination and discrimination” Significantly, both in its internal 
structure and how it hopes to engage society at large, the ESC affirms “direct and participatory democracy 
and the capacity of all human beings to create the world in which they want to live and to actively participate 
in the decisions that most affect them.” Still in the formative stage, the ESC may fail to live up to its own 
aspirations, much less reach out beyond a small circle of radicals. In the meantime, though, it is an 
inspiring example of a prefigurative effort aimed at forging another possible world. For instance, one ESC 
proposal is to bring issues raised at local assemblies together at a European-level social consulta during 
the European elections of 2004, thereby dramatically contrasting direct to quasi-representative democracy 
and perhaps unleashing dual power institutions in the process. 


Argentina’s neighborhood assembly movement is already asserting itself as such. A spiraling sense 
of desperation and powerless have combined to force people not only out onto the streets to loudly 
demonstrate but into an empowering dialogue with their neighbors about what to do next - on the local, 
national, and global levels. Since late Dec. 2001, some fifty neighborhoods have been holding weekly 
meetings and sending delegates every Sunday to an inter-neighborhood general coordinating gathering. 
The anarchist Argentine Libertarian Federation Local Council writes that the assemblies have been formed 
by the unemployed, the underemployed, and people marginalized and excluded from capitalist raat 
including professionals, workers, small retailers, artists, craftspeople, all of them also neighbors. As the 
Libertarian Federation notes, “The meetings are open and anyone who wishes can participate, and Borne 
to all assemblies is the “non-delegation of power, self-management, [and a] horizontal structure.’ It Is too 
early to say whether these assemblies will function as participatory stepping stones toa reformed ee 
of the same old governmental structures or supply Argentineans with a glimpse of their own ability to 
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er. all the time. But for the moment, the Libertarian Federation reports that “the 


th 
make public policy toge _ There is reason to hope that all Argentineans now know for 


fear in our society has turned into courage... s 
certain who has been blocking our freedoms. 


At worst, such fragile experiments will serve as reminders to future generations that anti-authoritarian 
ways of making social, economic, political, and cultural decisions are a tangible alternative. At best, they 
will widen into dual powers that can contest and perhaps even replace not only old but also new forms of 
domination. Anarchists and like-minded others have been handed a torch that points beyond what is 
possible today, toward an impossibly wonderful tomorrow. How far can we now run with it? 


Sources: 
1. Esther Kaplan, “Keepers of the Flame,’ Village Voice, 5 Feb. 2002 (www.villagevoice.com/issues/ 
0205/kaplan.php ). 


2. World Economic Forum (www.worldeconomicforum.com ). 
3. World Social Forum (www.forumsocialmundial.org). 


4. David Graeber, “Reinventing Democracy,’ In These Times, 20 Feb. 2002 (www.inthesetimes.com/ 
issue/26/08/feature3.shtml). 


5. Richard Esposito, “Law of the Fist,’ Village Voice, 22 Jan. 2002 (www.villagevoice.com/issues/ 
0204/esposito.php). 


6. European Social Consulta (www.consultaeuropea.org). 


7. Argentine Libertarian Federation Local Council, “Argentina: Between Poverty and Protest,” trans. 
Robby Barnes and Sylvie Kashdan (www.ainfos.ca/en/ainfos08566.htm!). 


Cindy Milstein is a faculty member at the Institute for Social Ecology (www.social-ecology.org), a board 
member for the Institute for Anarchist Studies (flag.blackened.net/ias), and a columnist for Arsenal: A 
Magazine of Anarchist Strategy and Culture (http:/Awww.azone.org/arsenal). She can be reached at 
cbmilstein @ aol.com. 


http://www.nadir.org/nadir/initiativ/agp/tree/wst/another_world.htm 
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7 What is the point of Porto Alegre? 


Activists from two generations in dialogue 


TheWorld Social Forum in Brazil’s Porto Alegre brings together campaigners from around the 
world in debate over alternatives to globalisation. Here, two key activists - one Argentinian, one 
Franco-American - discuss frankly the best way forward for a movement at a pivotal moment in its 
history. 


Open Democracy: The agenda of the World Social Forum (WSF) in Porto Alegre this year is huge 
What do you see as the priorities for the WSF, and why? . 


Susan George: The first Forum, in 2001, was about analysing the world situation, and | think as a 
movement we now largely share a common analysis. The second Forum last year was supposed to be 
more about making concrete proposals. As | understand it, this year is supposed to be about strategies 
and how we reach our goals. | hope that will be the overriding concern, although of course such clear-cut 
distinctions aren’t always possible; there will be new elements of analysis and new proposals. | think a 
huge agenda can be a good thing if it converges on strategies for change in many different areas, and if it 
shows that those strategies are similar whatever the goal may be of that huge agenda. 


What do | feel are the priorities and why? As | have just written for the Porto Alegre paper, | think that 
everyone should go with one priority. Mine will be the General Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS) 
and the World Trade Organisation (WTO) more generally. Porto Alegre is full of such interesting people 
and so many interesting events that you want to be in twenty-five places at once. If you don’t decide before 
you get there what you want to do and who you want to do it with, you are going to be frustrated and come 
back feeling you didn’t really get that much accomplished. 


So that’s my advice. | can say what my priorities are, | don’t want to dictate to other people what theirs 
should be, but | think we should all be concentrating on strategies in whatever area we feel is most 
important and that we know most about. 


Ezequiel Adamovsky: | also think this Forum will deal mainly with strategies, and in that regard | 
think that one of the most important issues now is how to strengthen the network of movements that has 
been built up in the last few years. That will be my priority at the WSF. 


But | have some concerns. The first is that the Forum risks reproducing, in the way it functions, some 
features of the society we want to change. There is a danger, for example, that the Forum will become 
unduly focused around big names or intellectuals who get most of the funding, whilst many grassroots 
activists can’t afford to attend and don’t get the space they deserve. | certainly don’t mean any offence to 
Susan personally - itis a general point about the way the Forum seems to work. 


| was discussing this a few days ago with friends at the Anti-Eviction Campaign in South Africa. They 
are really angry about this. A major issue at the Forum will be how to build a global network for the 
movement. But they can’t afford to be there. Likewise, | think intellectuals should try to meet activists on an 
equal basis to listen to each other. 


There’s a danger that the Forum will become ritualised into an annual meeting with famous ieee 
and big names on panels but without enough real exchange between activists and movements from al 
over the world. 


Susan George: I’m not looking to be a star and | think that many people in the movement that you call 
the intellectuals aren't looking to be stars either. It’s simply in my case that | have been working on similar 
issues for twenty-five years. | said to the WSF organisers when they invited me that the movement ef 
really launched now and that the presence of this or that big name was really not important. | stresse 
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exactly what Ezequiel is saying because the organisers have very |i ' 

: y little money this ye 
have lost some financial support of the local government. | said that they wigs use roe itl ry 
had to bring people of the kind that Ezequiel is describing. vsti 


As far as | know, almost all the northern organisations are payin 

, ' g their own way. Maybe th 

be cutting back on some delegations in order to pay for people from organisations ike the pay i ip 

; mentions in South Africa to go instead. But | don’t think it's the case that there is a single pot of shiners out 
of which some big names are being brought and then other activists aren't. su 


But | certainly agree that unless we have contacts with people, as you say, on th 
activists, and the others, who are attempting to write about and aka rid alate den perachie 
channel it into particular directions, | think we have the same goal. Ideally the WSF could be a place nee 
that happens, but you seem to be saying that you don't think it's going to happen. | would say that it's one 
of the rare places that those things can happen internationally. 


Alienating radical voices and movements? 


Ezequiel Adamovsky: | have noticed that many radical movements are feeling more and more 
uncomfortable with the WSF. There have been attempts to create alternative spaces within the Forum, 
and even outside it. There are some proposals to organise a-sort of counter-forum. | see a danger there, 
and | think that at some point the Forum will have to address the fact that different groups have different 
approaches to social change. 


To put it in simplistic terms, on the one hand, there’s the approach of most non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) which want to reinforce the role of civil society as a check on the power of corporations. 
These NGOs want somehow to restore the balance that society has lost, and make capitalism more 
humane. Then, on the other hand, there is a more radical approach, shared by some of the social movements 
and radical collectives, which wants to strengthen the antagonistic movement against capitalism, to fight 
this society and build a new one. 


| don't believe that there’s any need to put a fence between these two approaches; quite the opposite, 
| think that we can stay together and it is productive that we meet. But | think that the WSF should provide 
a space in which radical movements can feel comfortable. | think that radical movements should play a 
larger role at the Forum than NGOs. For example, the mayor of Buenos Aires, Anibal Ibarra, usually goes 
to the Forum. He’s the guy who we're actually fighting against in the city [see, for example, information 
about the fight by Buenos Aires subway workers to improve working conditions - Ed.], so it feels really 
annoying that we have to share that space with him. 


One of the radical groups, Peoples’ Global Action, was in two minds about whether to organise . 
events at the Forum. They have now decided to go, but only after a lot of discussion about whether to hold 
their events inside or outside the Forum. Likewise, | know that the guys from Indymedia are angry at the 
Forum because all space for the media has been occupied by corporate media, and there is no space for 
the alternative or the independent. 


Susan George: First, on that single point of the mayor, I'm very interested to hear Ezequiel explaining 
that people are feeling more and more uncomfortable. | know last year before the French elections we 
were also irritated that every French politician on the left who was going to run for the presidency was 
rushing to Porto Alegre to show off. We felt exactly the same way in France as Ezequiel and his movement 
feel in Buenos Aires. 


Secondly, | think it’s always healthy to have people on your left, especially as you get older. Where | 
would stop that acceptance of having people on your left is if those groups advocate violence. We really 
have to keep this a peaceful pressure movement, and that pressure should come from many different 
quarters. Advocating violent action is utterly counterproductive. 
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; ; le talking about revolution. What do 

‘mes | simply don’t understand when | hear some peop! ) , 

Ween" mie state outer? Well, Lula took state power and he’s hemmed in on every side by the 

ee uibad system. Would it be what the philosopher Paul Virilio in France called the ‘global accident’, 
tare all the banks, all the markets, everything collapses at once? You would have huge chaos and total 


human misery. | think it would end in fascism. 


Nevertheless, I’m absolutely prepared to listen to what Ezequiel calls radical Strategies and whatever 
they can do to help to build a different sort of society. If it's done in a non-violent way | think we would agree 
that what this movement has got to do is to create spaces where that kind of new society can be built. 


| don’t think it’s quite accurate also to say that all NGOs simply want to make capitalism with a human 
face. | think people recognise more and more whether they are in the North or the South, and | don’t know 
whether you qualify my own organisation ATTAC as an NGO, but we certainly don’t think it's enough to 
have capitalism which is just slightly nicer. We go a lot further than that. 


Ezequiel Adamovsky: People have many different ideas of what a revolution means. The same is true 
with violence. What is violence to some people is not violence for other people. But what i want to stress is 
that | don’t think it’s enough for this movement to be what Susan calls a pressure movement. | would like this 
movement to help us take control of our own lives, not just to pressure the representatives to change the 
world in ways that we want, or to pressure the state or the corporations to change anything. We need more 
than that. Maybe that’s one of the issues of strategy that we need to discuss in this forum and in the future. 


Avoiding the Comintern syndrome 


Ezequiel Adamovsky: | have a third concern about the WSF. There’s a proposal to create a network 
of networks and movements. It’s a valuable idea but there are dangers. My fear is that it could become 
centralised, with a homogeneous voice or a visible location. This would actually lead to the destruction of 
existing networks, which are being built every day and getting stronger every day. To have a sort of secretariat 
of a network means actually the opposite of a network. 


This could lead to struggles for power, which could end up destroying the existing networks. | think 
that the Forum should rather offer economic and technical Support and resources for the network to 
actually happen rather than try to centralise or give the network a voice or a space, a location. For example, 
there is this network People’s Global Action, which is being set up at present. It came from an idea of the 
social movements, and they don’t have many resources at all. They don’t have offices or computers or 
telephones or anything like that. 


So maybe a good idea would be to try to help the existing network to function rather than trying to 
bring some new central structure into being. | noticed that the idea of this project in the WSF is also being 
carried out by some of the movements and also by some of the big names. 


Susan George: 


Ezequiel Adamovsky: | was told that some of the people who are working on this are some of the 
intellectuals who usually attend the Forum, which is fine, absolutely fine. My concern is that | think this 
issue should be carried out by the movements themselves - and for that to happen, movements should 
have the chance to attend the meetings where this issue is being discussed as well as the WSF 


Susan George: |’m completely against the idea of some sort of Comintern which would centralise 
and try to speak for the entire movement. | think that would be a disaster. So we agree completely about 
that. When you speak about domesticating the existing network, | haven’t seen a move towards that on the 
part of groups from the North, but | know that there has been a proposal mostly coming from the Brazilians 
- principally the CUT and the MST - for some sort of secretariat. Many groups in the North would have 
more of a tendency to accept a proposal coming from those respected organisations in the South than if 
it came from others. 
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So I’m against anything that tries to centralise and | complete! ' i 

y agree with you that it w 
through power struggles what we've already built. But when you talk about giving economic pre 
resources to movements which are struggling to exist, | wonder where those are going to come from 4p 


Some people think that there’s a lot of money floating around in northern NGOs i i 
’ S In particular. 
there may be in some. But on the whole everything works on volunteer labour, and | think f we watt oa 
economic and technical support for our allies, then the best way to do that is to keep working on cae 
such as international taxation, reducing the burden of debt, and municipal budgeting s 
' ' ste 
of Porto Alegre. geting systems on the lines 


This is where the real money is. Anything else is going to be peanuts. | know People’s Global Action 
| worked with them at the very beginning when they hadn't even called themselves that yet, and | know 
that they can do a lot with very little. Most movements operate in that way. So let’s be more specific about 
how we can try to help the existing networks, how they can be identified, how the serious ones can be 
separated from the less serious ones and then see what we can do together to get those resources. 


Organising for a different future 


Susan George: | understand your concerns about centralising, but do you object to the sort of 
declaration that came out of Porto Alegre last year? This was the result of many. movements working 
together. Focus on the Global South and ATTAC played quite a large role. Do you object even to that as a 
sort of sign of centralisation or a desire to corrupt the thought and the practice of the movement? 


Ezequiel Adamovsky: No, | don't object to any attempt of the movement to come together and to 
think, produce statements or design a political strategy. But a secretariat or any other form of centralisation 
would destroy the possibilities of a network. 


My priority is to help build networks with other movements. | found that in the past the contacts we 
have made with groups such as the Anti-Eviction Campaign in South Africa were really productive for us 
in many ways. We could exchange ideas on many issues from horizontal organising to direct action with 
them. So the priority should be to keep on learning from other movements and sharing our own experiences 
with other movements. 


Susan George: | understand the means perfectly, but in view of doing what? 


Ezequiel Adamovsky: | can only speak about what | would like to do in my own struggles in my own 
place. I’m an anti-capitaiist. | would like to create a completely new society, quite different from the actual 
one. For that | think that we need to link our struggles with the struggles of others all over the world. That's 
why | say that my priority is to build relations with other groups - not only to learn and exchange experiences 
on a theoretical level, but also to try to organise a common strategy to change the world. 


What | have in mind is what we’re actually doing in my own Asamblea every day. We are creating 
spaces where people can make their own decisions and can live the way they want to live. You get the 
same idea in many different countries and places: movements which are organised in horizontal ways, as 
we are, or whatever other means they are using. | think that we are all working towards the same goal, 
even if we don’t have the same strategy and disagree on certain issues. | think that we have that in 
common: the idea to create a world where you can decide by yourself. 


Susan George: | share that goal. | see the world as it is now as one that is more and more dominated 
by a tiny minority of transnational forces, who have no intention of allowing people to make their own 
decisions and live as they want to live, if | may quote Ezequiel. 


| think there is an all-out battle against any form of democracy. | see this epitomised at the patty in 
the WTO, and particularly in the fight against public services against the environment and nee : er 
aspects, health, education, etc., as embodied in the GATS. So my goal is to prevent the bastards trom 


going any further than they’ve already gone. 
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e’re going to create spaces where people can make their own decisions. 
bal hy bd si tee toe Neinrniee in by the fact that there isn't any decent bus service, there 
is no decent schoo! for your children, food prices are going up because it's all imported, and housing is 
impossible inside the city because there’s no social housing, and so on. That's why | focus on trying to 
challenge the bastards and get rid of them. And since can’t do everything | ve picked one particular 
corner of that now. My big fight used to be about international debt and I've said everything | have to say 


on that even though I’m still marginally part of that debate. 


We must get rid of the killers who have got most of the money, most of the power, and are already in 
position, controlling most of the structures. For me that's the urgent task, because without that, what 


Ezequiel is proposing is simply never going to work. 


Ezequiel Adamovsky: | agree with what Susan just said. When | speak of creating spaces where we 
can live the way we want to live, | mean this in an antagonistic way. | mean that we have to challenge and 
to confront the power of corporations. But | think we need to do both things at the same time because it’s 
part of the same issue and the same struggle. You challenge and confront corporations while you are 
creating something different, a different space which is organised with different rules, different bases. 


_ This is what we’re trying to do with the Asambleas in my neighbourhood of Buenos Aires. We create 
our own space, which is organised on horizontal principles, but at the same time we need to confront all 
the time the power of corporations and the state in many ways. For example, we decided to occupy an 
empty building which belonged to a financial corporation, and we are now in a trial. They are trying to kick 
us out, so we have to fight that corporation while we are trying to set up a new space, a different space in 
our neighbourhood. Building a world beyond capitalism always means confronting capitalism. Even if you 
try to ‘escape’ from them, they simply come for you. They cannot afford to let us escape and build 
autonomous spaces, because they live on our work, our energy. 


http://www.nadir/initiativ/agp/free/wsf/el_foro.htm 
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8 From Florence to Porto Alegre via Hyderabad: 
A Year in the Life of the World Social Forum 


- Walden Bello 


On January 23-28, thousands of people from all over the world will converge on Porto Alegre, Brazil 
The pilgrims will include African landless peasants, Filipino trade unionists, Palestinian liberation fi tock 
indigenous people from all over Latin America, and large delegations of civil society activists the India, 
North America, and Europe. The occasion is the World Social Forum (WSF). 


This year’s gathering, the third in a row in this city of 1.3 million, acquires special significance owing 
to the recent resounding victory of Luis Inacio da Silva, better known as Lula, in Brazil’s presidential 
elections. Lula is the prime mover of the Workers’ Party (PT), one of the organizational mainstays of the 
WSF. 


TheWSF or Porto Alegre process,“ as it is also called, has become the prime organizational expression 
of a surging movement against corporate-driven globalization. Since the events of September 11, 2001, it 
has also acquired a strong anti-war dimension, and opposition to the US design to launch a war on Iraq is 
expected to dominate this year’s proceedings. ' 


The Porto Alegre phenomenon has had its share of critics, even among progressives. One prominent 
American intellectual has characterized it as a gathering mainly of people who want to ,reform* globalization. 
Another has blasted it as a forum dominated intellectually and politically by Northern political and social 
movements. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE WSF 


These criticisms have not, however, deterred the WSF from drawing widespread adherence globally. 
This year, some 100, 000 people are expected to show up, up from 75,000 in 2002 and 15,000 in 2001. 
Perhaps, the reason is that it fulfills three indispensable functions for the anti-globalization movement. 


First, it represents a space-both physical and temporal-for this diverse movement to meet, to network, 
and, quite simply, to feel and affirm itself. 


Second, it is a retreat during which the movement gathers its energies and charts the directions of its 
continuing drive to confront and roll back the processes, institutions, and structures of global capitalism. 


Third, Porto Alegre provides a site and space for the movement to elaborate, discuss, and debate the 
vision, values, and institutions of an alternative world order. 


PRELUDE: THE ESF AND ASF 


2002 was marked by an expansion and deepening of the WSF. Indeed, this year’s meeting will be the 
culminating point of an exciting year-long global process. A number of cities, including Buenos Aires and 
Caracas, have held Porto Alegre-style social forums. It was, however, the regional social forums that were 
the exciting innovation of the year. The European Social Forum (ESF), held in Florence, Italy, on November 
6-9, 2002, drew over 40,000 people, more than three times the expected number. Even more amazing 
was the ESF-sponsored million-person march on 9 November against the planned US war on Iraq, which 
took place with not one of the incidents of mass violence that scare mongers like Italian journalist Oriana 
Fallaci had predicted. 


Equally impressive was the recently concluded Asian Social Forum (ASF) that took place in the 
historic city of Hyderabad, India, from January 2 to 7, which drew over 14,400 registered participants, 
mostly from the host country, though there was representation from 41 other countries. 
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The atmosphere was electric from the first day of the event. During alm i : 
day marathon, drumbeats and chants of mini-rallies filled the air at the ete ae mae Hons a 
site of the conference. There, and in around 40 other sites throughout the city, 18 conferences and rte 
events, 178 seminars and workshops, a youth camp, and scores of cultural presentations cok anal 
Topics included resistance to the World Trade Organization (WTO), Dalit (outcaste) rights, the vite: of 
fundamentalist movements, women’s empowerment, food sovereignty, big dams, the Palestinian struggl 
natural resource theft, and alternative economics. ; uggie, 


Militant struggle against militarism was the note on which the peoples’ gathering began, with Nora de 
Cortinas, co-founder of the Argentine human rights group Madres de Plaza de Mayo, telling the opening 
plenary on January 2 that ,We must not allow the US to launch its war on Iraq.“ 


Opposition to the , venom of communal hatred“ was emphasized by Mehda Patkar, head of the National 
Alliance of Peoples’ Movements, who called for the formation of a broad people's coalition against the 
government-supported fundamentalist forces responsible for the recent slaughter of over 2000 Muslims in 
Gujarat state. 


Resistance to globalization was the clarion call of former President of India K.R. Narayanan at the 
outdoor rally closing the event. ,We want the world to be one but not globalized, ruled by one country," he 
stated. , The world is pluralistic and will remain so.“ Narayanan.characterized the ,,voice being raised at the 
ASF“ as a,voice for human rights, against violence, and against imperialism, and it is only right that it has 
come from India because it was India that sounded the death knell for an empire on which the sun was 
never supposed to set.“ 


As was the case with the ESF, the ASF had its share of logistical mishaps like non-functioning sound 
systems and workshop sites that took hours to find. Like the ESF, too, the ASF had its share of friction 
among the groups that put it together. The ASF was stitched together in less than a year by what noted 
Indian activist Minar Pimple characterized as a coalition that was ,one third Gandhian socialists, one third 
left political parties, and one third independent organizations and individuals." 


Given the fragmentation of the progressive movement in both Europe and Asia, however, that the 
ASF and ESF came together magnificently in the end was a stunning achievement. ASF participant 
Nancy Gaikwad of the Oppressed People’s Movement summed up many people's feelings when she said, 
This is the first time in a long, long time that this has happened in India, for people from different political 
streams to be able to work together on a common platform." 


TOWARDS UNITY? 


Indeed, one of the main reasons the Porto Alegre process is gaining such momentum Is precisely 
that is provides a venue where movements and organizations can find ways of working together despite 
their differences. While the usual ultra-leftist groups remain defiantly outside it, the Porto Alegre process 
in Brazil, Europe, and India has brought to the forefront the common values and aspirations of a variety of 
political traditions and tendencies. The Porto Alegre process may be the main expression of the coming 
together of a movement that has been wandering for a long time in the wilderness of fragmentation and 
competition. The pendulum, in other words, may now be swinging to the side of unity, driven by the sense 
that in an increasingly deadly struggle against unilateralist militarization and aggressive corporate 
globalization, movements have no choice but to hang together, or they will hang separately. 


PORTO ALEGRE AND LULA 


As thousands of people converge on Porto Alegre in the coming week, there is another development 
that is equally significant. Since Seattle, the anti-corporate globalization movement has attained a critical 
mass globally, in the sense that its ability to assemble forces at significant junctures, such as the December 
4999 SeattleWTO ministerial and the July 2001 Genoa meeting of the Group of Eight, enabled it to impact 
on international developments and acquire a high ideological and political profile globally. Yet being a 
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lobal actor did not necessarily translate into being a significant actor at the national level, where traditional 
slites and parties continued to be ina commanding position. Over the last year, however, the movement 
has achieved a decisive majority at the national level in a number of countries, most of them in Latin 


America. 

usal of neoliberal policies been a surefire path to electoral disaster, but political 
omoting anti-globalization policies have achieved electoral power in Ecuador and 
Brazil, joining the Hugo Chavez government in Venezuela at the forefront of the regional anti-neoliberal 
struggle. Perhaps most inspiring is the case of Luis Inacio da Silva, or Lula, in Brazil, wno won 63 per cent 
of the presidential vote last October. Lula is the prime figure in the Workers’ Party (PT) and, as everyone 
knows, the Workers’ Party is the main pillar of the WSF. | 


Not only has espo 
parties or movements pr 


Not surprisingly, many of those trekking to Porto Alegre this year will be coming with one question 
uppermost in their mind: What can the victory of Lula and the PT teach us about coming to power in our 


countries? 


Many personalities of the international progressive movement are slated to come to Porto Alegre. By 
far the most interesting, most popular, and most sought after will be Lula, the personification of the new 
Latin American left. And this year’s meeting will be, in many ways, a celebration of a movement that, by 
achieving a remarkable measure of political unity amidst diversity, has changed the face of Brazilian 


_ politics. 


Walden Bello is Professor of Sociology and Public Administration at the University of the Philippines and Executive 
Director of the Bangkok-based Focus on the Global South. 


http://www. nadir/initiativ/agp/free/wsf/florenzpoa.htm 
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9 Knowing Noam 


An interview with Noam Chomsky, the Godfather of political dissent 


EE A ea ca tartrate 
The Ecologist, May 2002 


Back in February, at the World Social Forum in Brazil, Noam Chomsky nearly caused a riot. Thousand 
of people had gathered in a university lecture theatre to listen to a talk by the Godfather of political erie 
They were crammed into a sweaty hall, not a millimetre between them, a vast, heaving, grumblin fire 
hazard. The corridors outside the room were crawling for dozens of metres each way as people tried to 
elbow their way in. They waited for an hour until it was announced that, because there were so many 
people, the venue had been changed to a bigger room. The ensuing mass unrest (shouting swearing 
biro-hurling) fortunately failed to tip over into open revolution, as people filed over to another venue and 
hundreds more gathered outside around huge television screens to catch a glimpse of their hero. | 


Now the focus of this mass enthusiasm sits, in his trademark green cords and brown jumper, in his 
office in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Looking every inch the mild-mannered academic he is, hemmed in 
by Everests of books and papers, this small, patient, grey-haired man doesn't look like a radical idol to 
millions, and tends to get irritated when you point out that he-is. After all, one of the key themes of Noam 
Chomsky’s political life has been the importance of thinking for yourself, questioning everything you are 
told, by whoever tells you it; seeking the truth below the surface. Hero worship has no place in Chomsky’s 
universe. 


But hero worship isn’t the point. The point is that Noam Chomsky, 74-year old Professor of Modern 
Language and Linguistics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, author of an uncountable number 
of books, activist for over half a century, is one of the most important living political thinkers, and the owner 
of what may be the biggest brain in the West. Loathed by the establishment, adored by dissidents, both to 
degrees which can be frightening, Chomsky’s views on politics, economics and society are almost always 
crisp, informed by a refreshing egalitarian morality, and hugely well-informed. Oh, and leagues away from 
the mainstream of political debate; one reason, perhaps, why the mainstream media he is so critical of 
rarely lets us hear them. ; 


A new International 


So what does this seasoned dissident think about the‘anti-globalisation’ movement, the tens of millions 
across the world who are standing up against corporate capitalism? A new hope, or a flash in the pan? 
Back in February, Chomsky described the World Social Forum, where 60,000 activists gathered to discuss 
alternatives to the current system, as'‘the first real promise of a genuine International’. What did he mean? 


He meant, he explains, by way of a history lesson, that today’s movement is more promising in terms 
of furthering the interests of real people (rather than political ideologues) than any of the old ‘Workers’ 
Internationals’ - the global gatherings of the left which helped lay the foundations for twentieth century 
socialism. ‘The primary theme of the left and the workers’ movements, from their modern origins, he says, 
‘has been globalisation. That's why every union is called an international ... the First International [held in 
London in 1864] was promising, but it was narrow. It was primarily European workers ... furthermore it 
was killed, mainly by Marx, because it was getting out of hand - it was getting too democratic, starting to 
respond to the wishes of a majority of the participants, and Marx didn't like that. The Second International 
[which began in 1889 in Paris] was very broad, and social democratic - but it was still European, and it was 
killed by the Second World War. The Third [in Moscow, from the 1930] was just an outlet for Bolshevik 
propaganda, and the Fourth International was Trotskyite - so there’s never been anything that's realised 
the initial hopes. 


And does today’s movement do that? ‘Well, this one is different. For one thing it originated in os 
South - there’s a reason why the World Social Forum is in Porto Alegre and not In London. This movemen 
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originated in the South, but then it developed a level of international solidari ich is qui | 

Southern-based, but bringing in significant sectors of more developed — Sie Mee - 
scale that none of the ‘Internationals’ ever had. It’s also much broader - it’s not a working men’s rales: 
it has participants from all parts of life, with different interests but common aspirations ... and cme 
And it’s serious. There has never been an international movement of peoples’ organisations with nie 
remotely like the geographical scale, the diversity of participation, the range of interests and ae re 
there has never been anything like this. It's a genuine peoples' movement: % 


| wonder, then, why nobody over here in the West seems to have noticed it? ‘The elite world knows 
nothing about it; says Chomsky simply, as if it were the most obvious point in the world, which to him it 
probably is. ‘The extent to which they don’t know about it is quite dramatic. An example - a couple of days 
ago on the New York Times business page, there was an article by their economics correspondent. There 
was a whole technical discussion about GATS [the WTO’s General Agreement on Trade in Services 
currently being negotiated, which will open the path for privatisation of public services], and then he made 
an interesting comment. He said “no-one has protested GATS". Well, the fact is that GATS is the central 
thing that people have been protesting for years. And this journalist - he’s not lying, it's just that in the stuff 
he reads, no-one mentions GATS. None of the people he meets in restaurants tell him that they're protesting 
GATS. In educated opinion, nobody ever discusses GATS. And there’s a reason the press has never 
mentioned GATS protests, which is that the only thing you're allowed to describe about protesters is when 
you can find somebody throwing a rock. lf they have a forum in which they discuss GATS, you're not 
allowed to write about that. That’s a kind of principle that the free press maintains - and therefore he can 
probably believe that.’ 


Elites versus people 


It appears that I’ve set Chomsky off on one of his favourite themes: information - or lack of it - and the 
role of the media. Chomsky’s views on how the mainstream media in ‘free’ societies almost unconsciously 
censor information and shape their output in the image of the corporate and political mainstream is one of 
the reasons his voice is never heard in the US media. He believes that the media and intellectual classes 
form an information elite which is so cut off from mainstream society that it is unable and - because of its 
corporate paymasters and other more subtle factors - unwilling to reflect the views of the majority of 
people. 


‘This is part of the extreme divide that's developing between a small sector of very powerful people, 
including the educated sectors in the rich and the poor countries, and the rest of the population, which is 
going off in a different direction, he says. ‘You can see it very dramatically in the United States, which is a 
pretty apolitical country. So, for example, in the November 2000 [presidential] elections, intellectuals were 
very upset about stealing the vote, about the Supreme Court decision - they could never understand why 
the population didn't care one way or another. A project called the Vanishing Voter Study prepared detailed 
public attitude surveys, and on the eve of that election, before any of the Florida shenanigans, [it reported 
that] about 75% of the population just regarded the election as a farce. They said it’s just a kind of game 
between rich people and public relations people and the press... Because the kind of things the public's 
interested in were not allowed to appear in the election: 


What kind of things? Big economic themes, for one, he says. ‘You don’t need a degree in economics 
to know that a trade deficit harms your work. Things like this are big issues amongst the public, as are the 
takeover of public services. A couple of days ago, Bush announced protection for the steel industry - you 
know, big issue. Well, a small issue, confined to the back pages, was that his decision did not offer 
anything to steel workers who have been laid off. They lose everything: their pensions, their health pb 
that they all had tied up in the corporation. They're finished. No protection for them. And people know that; 
those are the kind of issues that concern them, and those issues don’t come up IN elections. None of a 
ssues that people care about are allowed in the electoral arena, for the very simple reason sk ° 
business world has different opinions about them. And it’s part of a growing gap between public attitudes 


and elite attitudes. 
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Thought control 

if ever there were a man who believed that information is power, then it is Chomsky. More than that, 
he sees control of information as essential to the maintenance of power. People always throw ihe phrase 
‘conspiracy theorist’ at Chomsky when he comes out with ideas like this, but, as he points out, he’s hardly 


the first to have said it. 


‘| think this goes back 400 years, to the history of British democracy, he says. ‘Go back to the 17th 
century, when the first democratic revolution [after the English CivilWar] was crushed - the establishment 
were scared. They were very scared, because the rabble was coming out and speaking openly and 
challenging them, these ‘men of best quality’, and it was by no means clear that they were going to be 
crushed. Well, they were, but the problem remained. And by the time you get to the foundation of 
modern political thought, with David Hume - he starts right off by saying that power is in the hands of the 
governed, and the best way to prevent them from using it is control of opinion. Because if they ever 
realise that power is in their hands, they'll take it. And any government, whether totalitarian or democratic 
- ultimately, it’s going to rely on opinion. The only qualification | think you have to make to that point is 
that worse when you have a more ‘free’ society. A more brutal society really doesn’t need to control 
opinion so much ... you can have information but you can’t do much with it. In the West, it matters a lot. 
People can do a lot more with information - they cannot be controlled by force. That’s why the public 
relations industry, which is mainly committed to control of the public mind, developed in Britain and the 
United States - freer societies. The West really needs this stuff - not quite thought control, but attitude 
control ... primarily to divert people from trying to take control over their lives. It’s pretty open, and these 
are massive industries. 


They certainly seem to have succeeded in spreading consumerism across the Western world, | say. 
Maybe this is because people are having their minds warped; or maybe it’s because it’s what they want? 


‘They can get people to be consumerist, he agrees, ‘but the question is to what extent they really 
change their attitudes. | think they do on the surface, but penetrate a little bit and | think it’s a pretty thin 
submissiveness. It’s quite different among educated people. They are very submissive. They are the 
purveyors of indoctrination, so they tend to internalise it. You can see how little [criticism of the establishment] 
is heard from them right now. It was the same during the Vietnam war, which was, of course, the biggest 
single political issue in the US in the last forty years... Very little serious criticism of the war by intellectuals... 
We don't really care if we kill people abroad. What we care about is that they might do it to us. That's the 
intellectual attitude. | doubt very much if it’s the public’s attitude.’ 


Intellectual cowardice 


A curious thing about Chomsky, one of the world’s most famous academics, is such attacks on 
‘intellectuals.’ What really infuriates him, it seems, is how the intellectual classes use their skills and 
knowledge to prop up power rather than for what he sees as the intellectual’s duty - questioning it. 


‘One of the few predictions in human affairs that ever came out true, he says, ‘was by [the anarchist 
thinker] Bakunin in the 19th century, who predicted that the intelligentsia would go in two directions. One 
of them is the followers of Marx, who will try to gain state power on the back of workers movements, and 
will create the harshest dictatorships the world has ever seen. The other direction will be those who 
understand that power lies within the existing system. They will become its loyal servants and agents. 
They're basically the same people, they just have different views on where power lies. And this explains 
the phenomena of this quick shift that you often see amongst intellectuals from one position to another. It's 
very easy to do. | think the reason is that you're not changing your position at all, you're just changing your 
judgement as to where power lies. It’s a very interesting phenomenon which is never written about. History 
is written by intellectuals and they don't like to tell the truth about themselves: 
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War games 


| want to move on to probably the most important current topic - the so- é‘ : 

received even more of a kicking than usual from his hated Pitts Mis chance te ne a inate ira 
calmly pointed out that the US had killed more people by bombing medicine factories in the S A sa) 
Qaeda had killed in the twin towers. He said he was merely asking for civilian victims of eines rt "ae a 
wherever they were in the world. In any case, how, now, does he justify his assertion that the : yf Paes 
a whole is more radical, more dissident, than the establishment gives them credit for? 4 sone ets 
polls, after all, show overwhelming support for Bush, and for the bombing of Afghanistan iis 


‘But take a look at the questions’ he says. ‘You have enormous support for goi 

carried out the terrorist atrocities, to capture or kill them. That's ee ee hee = 
support for a war that was undertaken on the assumption that several million people would be put at risk 
of starvation? No, because nobody knows that. Do you have enormous support for opposing the wishes 
of Afghans as to how the war should be conducted? Remember that when the war started there was 
never a stated war aim of overthrowing the Taliban - it was a latecomer. Everyone pretends that's what it 
was for, but it wasn’t. That came a couple of weeks after the bombing. At the time this aim was announced 
in late October, there was a big meeting of about 1000 Afghan leaders in Peshawar, Pakistan. One thing 
they agreed on unanimously was ‘stop the bombing’ - because it’s undermining our efforts to overthrow 
the Taliban regime from the inside - which we can do, without destroying the country. RAWA, the major 
womens’ group in Afghanistan, had the same position ... well, ask people around the country if they've 
listened to the voice of the Afghans - they won’t know what you're talking about. If they did know, they 
would say yes, maybe we should listen to the voice of the Afghans, maybe we shouldn't be bombing the 
country in order to show our muscle.’ 


Well, maybe they would, and maybe they wouldn’t. Chomsky is nothing if not a seeker after hope. Maybe 
his faith in his fellow citizens is fuelled by his experiences in the sixties. Chomsky was one of the first 
people to try and build opposition to the Vietnam war - an ultimately successful cause that changed 
America forever. This time, he says, there is ‘more protest and dissidence than any time in the past in any 
comparable stage of any international conflict. Much more. People compare it to Vietnam. They say, “look 
how much protest there was aboutVietnam.Why’s everybody quiet?” It's absolute nonsense. When Kennedy 
launched the war in 1962, you couldn't get two people in a room to talk about it. It took years before we 
could build up any protest, any dissent - it wasn't until hundreds of thousands of South Vietnamese had 
been killed and huge American armies were rampaging around the country and we started bombing the 


North - years later - that you could start getting some protest. 


The free trade myth 


Maybe Vietnam-scale protests about the war will come. Meanwhile, back in Seattle, Prague, Genoa, 
Mexico City, Durban and elsewhere, vast protests against global capitalism are now so regular as to be 
almost humdrum. Does Chomsky think free trade itself is threatened by this movement? 


As it turns out, no. Because he doesn't think free trade exists. He takes me across the Mexican border, by 
way of NAFTA - the North American Free Trade Agreement which removed barriers to trade between the 
US, Mexico and Canada in 1994 - to illustrate his point. 

n 1994’ he points out. ‘Why? Because it was expected 
that NAFTA would bring Mexico what's called an ‘economic miracle’ - which means an economic disaster 
for most of the population. One major reason was that Mexican agriculture would be wiped out because of 
a flood of highly subsidised US agribusiness exports across the border, which the peasants couldn't 
compete with. Peoples’ lives would be destroyed and they'd look for new lives across the border. In other 
words, the expectation was that NAFTA would be an economic disaster for huge numbers of Mexicans 
[exactly what has happened], and therefore we have to militarise the border. 

- the basic principle of free trade is free 


‘The US-Mexican border was literally militarised i 


What does this mean for free trade? Go back to Adam Smith 
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mith assumed there would not be movement of capital ...now we have 
block movement of people by force and free up movement of capital. And 
ile, Bush can protect the steel industry, but the Mexicans can’t protect 
ric is just that; rhetoric. The real message from the powerful about free 
The rest of the time we'll do what we like while we spin tales about how 


movement of people. Adam S 
exactly the opposite. We have to 
that’s called free trade. Meanwh 
their farms. All the free trade rheto 
trade is “we'll do it when it suits us. 


wonderful it is” 


Future perfect? 

Chomsky will talk at length, answer any question he’s asked, and do it all quietly, politely, forcibly and with 
conviction. One thing he won't do, though, it turns out, is predict where any of this might lead. He says he’s 
‘more hopeful than for a very long time’ about the future - despite the war, he sees a worldwide peoples’ 
movement which chimes, at last, with much of what he’s been talking about for decades. But will he say 
where it might lead? No chance; not in print, anyway. ‘Prediction in human affairs ...’he shakes his head, 
and leaves the sentence unfinished. ‘Even predicting the weather has an awful record. No thanks. 


http:/www.paulkingsnorth.net/noam.htm 
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SICHREM 


TO MAKE HUMAN RIGHTS 


HUMAN RIGHTS HELPLINE A HOUSEHOLD CONCEPT 


To seek free legal counseling on matters of human rights. 
Contact SICHREM at 080-5473922 


Anjanappa Complex I/F, 35 Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, St. Thomas Town Post, 
Bangalore-560 084. Telefax: 080-5473922/5492856, E-mail: sichrem@satyam.net.in 


SICHREM 


South India Cell for Human Rights Education and Monitoring 


SICHREM is the acronym for South India Cell for Human Rights Education and 
Monitoring. Concerned citizens, who were involved with the civil liberties movement 
earlier, started SICHREM in 1995, as an answer to the growing insensitivity to the 
supremacy of the rule of law and for sustained and systematic work on civil liberties 
and human rights with a focus on South India. 
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10 Towards New Visions, New Visions 


SE ES EE NS 


- Corinne Kumar 


To all those who listen to the Song of the Wind: 


In a different place, in a different time, Black Elk heard the Song of the Wind 
| saw myself on the central mountain of the world, 

the highest place, and! had a vision because | was seeing in 

the sacred manner of the world, she said 


Remember she said, she was seeing in the sacred manner of 

the world 

And the sacred, central mountain was a mountain in her part of the world 
‘But,’ Black Elk continued to say: ‘the central mountain is 

everywhere’ 


From my central mountain, the point where stiliness 

and movement are together, | invite you to listen to the 

wind; : 

more specially to the wind from the South: the South 

as third world, as the civilisations of Asia, the Pacific, the 
Arab world, Africa, Latin America; the South as the voices 
and movements of peoples, wherever these movements exist; 


the South as the visions and wisdoms of women: 

the South as the discovering of new paradigms, which 
challenge the existing theoretical concepts and categories 
breaking the mind constructs, seeking a new language to 
describe what it perceives, refusing the one, objective, 
rational, scientific world view as the only world view: 

the South as the discovery of other cosmologies, as the 
recovery of other knowledges that have been hidden, 
submerged, silenced. The South as an ‘insurrection of these 
subjugated knowledges’ 

The South as history; the South as mystery 


The South as the finding of new political paradigms, 
inventing new political patterns, creating alternative 
political imaginations: the South as the revelation of each 
civilisation in its own idiom: the South as conversations 
between civilisations: 

The South then as new universalisms 


And in our searching for new understandings of the South, 
it promises to bring to the world new meanings, new 


moorings. 
It invites us to create a new imaginary to birth a new cosmology; 


The South then as new political imaginary 
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introduction 


And from the wind, let me take a poem: 7 | 
it was written by a poet from Guatemala, Louis Alfredo Arrago; ) | A 
| choose it for you, because, in some ways, it expresses what | wish to begin my essay with: 


l once saw them bury a dead child 
In a cardboard box 

This is true and | don't forget it 

On the box there was a stamp 
General Electric Company 
Progress is our best product 


Knowledge, as we know well, is power. The powerful are always less curious than the powerless, and 
that is because they think they have all the answers. And they do. But not to the questions that the 
powerless are asking. They have no answers to the millions killed in wars, to the genocide in Sri Lanka, in 
Rwanda, in former Yugoslavia; to the rape of women in war, whether as comfort women by the Japanese 
army in the second world war, or as an instrument of ethnic cleansing in Bosnia, or in US military bases in 
Asia and the Pacific; no answers to the gynocide of women. No answers to the millions of refugees all over 
the world. No answers to the millions who live below the poverty line. They have no answers to the victims 
of technical fixes, of green revolution, of depo-provera; progressive technologies, destroying diversity and 
people’s livelihoods; they have no answers to the hibakusha of Hiroshima, no answers to the victims of 
Three Mile Island, Chernobyl; to the Pacific Islanders, to the children of Rongelap; no answers to the five 
thousand Iraqi children who die every month from a malnutrition caused by US/UN sanctions; no answers 
to the child victims of depleted uranium; no answers to the forty five million child workers in India; no 
answers to the children tortured in jails all over the world; to refugee and trafficked children; no answers 
to the hungry children in Ethiopia, no answers to that dead child in the cardboard box. 


Much will depend on how we continue even to ask the questions. In asking the old questions, using 
the old categories, relying on the old frameworks, enveloping ourselves in grand theories, we will only 
be underlining the answers we think we know, preventing the possibility of discerning fresh insights, of 
breaking new ground. Perhaps, we must no longer be afraid to ask the non-questions, to analyse what 
is considered the non-data, the non-rational, the non-scientific. Perhaps we must begin to search outside 
the dominant discourse, beneath the required level of scientificity and beyond the established parameters 
of knowledge, discovering the disqualified knowledges and civilisations that are non-western, the social 
knowledges of those who are on the edges, tribals, indigenous peoples, dalits, women and to discern in 
their mythologies, in their metaphor, in their motif, other world views. We must move away from traditions 
of the dominant discourse and find ourselves in that terrain which has been denigrated by the discourse- 
the eastern, the black, the indigenous, the woman. To discover the hidden knowledges of the South in 
the South; of the South in the North. To listen to the wisdoms of these vernacular, local knowledges 
against all that is dominant and hegemonistic. Perhaps, we may then move to creating new political 
visions that are holistic, more holographic, responding to the complexities of reality, more critically, 
more creatively. . 


The Universal Mode 


The South has, for too long accepted a world view that has hegemonised its cultures, decided its 
development model, defined its aesthetic categories, outlined its military face, determined its science and 
technology, its nuclear options; and moulded its modes of governance through the modern nation state; 
For the modern idiom of politics is the euro-centric world of nation states; centralised, bureaucratised, 
militarised, some even nuclearised. The nation state in its homogenisation of the polity has subsumed all 
cultural diversity, all civilisational differences, into one uniform political entity, which now belongs to the 
new world order. 
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A cosmology constructed of what has come to be know as univers 

philosophical, ideological, and political roots were embedded in the nets peo _ woe 
of the west. What qualified it then to be termed universal? The vision of the world in which the fis — 
world was Europe and later North America (West) encapsulated all civilisations into its own — 
frames: it reduced their cultural diversities into a schema called civilisation; it made universal the — rm 
historical experiences of the West. It announced that what was relevant to the West had to be a showy : 
the rest of the world: what was good for the centre had to be meaningful for the periphery. A// raat 
western simply became universal. Every other civilisation, every system of knowledge came rs be pee 
and compared vis-a-vis this paradigm. 


The Other in this cosmology was the civilizations of Asia, the Pacific, Africa, Latin America, the Arab 
world. Scarcely twenty years were enough to make two billion people define themselves as under-developed 
vis-a-vis the post war growth model, the market economy and the international economic order conceived 
of at Bretton Woods. It minisculed all social totalities into one single model, all systems of science to one 
mega science, all indigenous medicine to one imperial medicine, all knowledge to one established regime 
of thought, all development to gross national product, to patterns of consumption, to industrialisation, to 
the western self image of homo-economicus with all needs commodity defined, and homo economicus 
has never been gender neutral. an Wich) 


This cosmos of values has determined the thought patterns of the world, as also the world’s ecological 
patterns: indicating its scientific signs, giving it the development symbols, generating the military psyche, 
defining knowledge, truth: universal truths which have been blind, to cultures, race, class, gender. Universal 
patriarchal truths, whatever the cultural ethos, whatever the civilisational idiom. 


lt has even defined what is human and what is right. 
The Politics of Human Rights 


| would have liked to have told you the story 
Of a nightingale who died: 
| would have liked to tell you the story 
had they not slit my lips. 
Samih - al - Qassim 


Any attempt therefore that we make then, to search. for a new understanding of human rights, for 
feminist concerns in the human rights terrain, cannot be understood /fwe look through the existing analytical 
frames. These paradigms have denied, excluded, and erased the women. lf we must look for a new 
understanding of human rights, then we must look anew. 


With new eyes. 


And to begin to look again with new eyes we must perhaps, begin to unearth the truth in all the 
universals, to look more closely at what has been accepted as the universal concept of human rights, set 
in a common standard of human rights achievement for all peoples and all nations. An understanding 
which has informed not only classical human rights thinking but also the contemporary political institutions 
and the human rights discourse in our times. 


The legacy of human rights historically, had its philosophical and ideological foundations in the liberal 
creed of the Enlightenment period. This historical conjuncture ushered in the industrial mode of production, 
the rise of the market economy, and the nation state system, bringing with it the materialist nse : 
cosmology that proclaimed a society in which everyone would be committed to the rational pursuit cae - 
interest. The liberal philosophers announced their political programme through private agian oe: 
political faith was anchored in the concept of possessive individualism which essentially meant that the 
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‘ st The old categories, the old concepts have become insufficient; they are almost unable to grasp the 


ener i n person or capacities, unrelated to society. They emphasised the 
inelvictual sve wpaearatills iia rote pleseiteie and utilitarianism were its cornerstones. A 
jaipur nahi -ooted in these concepts, generated an image of an individual who owed nothing to 
CeioeT a individual was a product of the machinations of the market economy and human labour, like 
every other commodity, could be bought and sold, beaten and used. This point of view was encouraged 
and propagated by those sections in society who in their atternpt to develop their self-interest converted 
human rights to mean the rights of the privileged, the rights of the powerful. Human rights then, over the 
centuries, came to mean that the claims of the strong and the powerful took precedence over those of the 
nd that for some classes to have human rights, the masses had to surrender their right to be 


powerless: a na: der night t 
s a dialogue within a civilisation; and even so, it was a partial dialogue within a civilisation. 


human. It wa 


It portrayed the one civilisation of universal man, flattening all diversities, ignoring all historical 
specificities, homogenising all aspirations into universal norms of freedom, liberty and equality. 


And all this was done with great violence 


It was in these exploitative aspects of liberal society that the concept of the sovereign state developed. 
The state was seen as the guarantor of individual freedoms; a strong state, could prevent the disintegrative 
forces of the market economy from breaking up society. It is this kind of liberal rhetoric that has provided 
the basis for the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights as it addresses itself to the sovereign 
nation states of the United Nations. The fiction of the social contract underlines the state-individual relation 
blurring the stratifications and communities in society. It developed a particular notion of the state, individual 
rights and personal freedoms. A notion of politics, therefore, in which individual rights and freedoms 
provided the essential tenets on which the edifice of human rights was built and developed. And for which, 
the nation-state was the guarantor. However, in the name of human rights, the nation states who are 
signatories to the Declaration may then legitimise the most inhuman conditions of life, the most brutal 
repression of its own people which are then seen as the internal concern, the /aw and order, the national 
security of these sovereign nation states. 


The state, we know, is often the greatest violator. 


And the human rights discourse and praxis legitimises what is described as state violence and state 
terror. Human rights become the expression of politically legitimated power. It does this not only vis-a-vis 
the rights of the citizens who it pretends to protect against the state, but more important it also legitimates 
a particular concept of violence - the violence of poverty, of famine, of malnutrition, of multinationals, of 
militarization, of ecological destruction and technological terrorism. These are not recognised forms of 
violence which the state through its development models, its technological choices, its wars and its weapons 
culture perpetrates on people. 


And in the traditional human rights discourse, there is no place for the women. Human rights was 
born of a specific world view which endorsed the relegation of women to the private domain. Concepts of 
gender have been deeply interwoven into the fabric of the dominant cosmology. The Otherin this universal 
paradigm is women - the non-male, the non-powerful, the non-human. In its construction of knowledge of 
the world, this paradigm left out the women - our experiences, our meanings, our symbols were not 
included in the repositories of knowledge. For we may speak of poverty but refuse the feminisation of 
poverty, acknowledge the violence of science, but deny the genderisation of that science, even count 
development victims but are blind to sexual economics, sexual politics. 


Towards a New Generation of Human Rights 


We need to find a new terrain; to explore new paths, to seek new insights, to create a new generation 
of human rights: to extend the discourse and praxis from the notion of individual human rights of the liberal 
Enlightenment period to include an understanding of the collective rights of peoples. 
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violence of the times. While we need to extend the horizons and to d isti ; 
discourse, we need too, a new generation of human rights. We need to ue on mc pa ngnts 
that has understood human rights as the rights of the powerful: we need to listen to hs van pepe: 
who do not share that power. 7o see these violations through the eyes of the victims - victims of Pia sib 
of progress, of technical fixes; through the eyes of those who have been denied privileges and - eg: 
the system; through the eyes of the powerless; through the eyes of those whose cultures chap 
ransacked; whose peoples, ruined; through the eyes of those who have been on the margins, the frin fe ¢ 
through the eyes of peoples on the edges: through the eyes of the South in the South: of the South hs had 
North; through the eyes of women. ; 


Because they will tell us a very different story. 


The poignancy of the situation is caught in Nancy Mitchell's fight for the bones of the native Indians in 
America. Millions of these bones lie piled in the museums of America, including the Smithsonian Museum 
When the anthropologist who is also one of the trustees of her people asked for the return of the bones So 
that the communities could bury them and their ancestors find peace, the US Courts ruled that the cases 
had to be filed separately for each individual. 


What we need in the world today are new universalisms; not universalisms that deny the many and 
affirm the one, not universalisms born of eurocentricities or patriarchalities; but universalisms that recognize 
the universal in the specific civilisational idioms in the world. Universalisms that will not deny the accumulated 
experiences and knowledges of past generations which will not accept the imposition of any monolithic 
structures under which it is presumed all other peoples must be subsumed. New universalisms that will 
challenge the universal mode - the logic of development, science, technology, patriarchy, militarisation, 
nuclearism, war. Universalisms that will respect the plurality of the different societies, of their philosophy, 
of their ideology, their traditions and cultures; one that will be rooted in the particular, in the vernacular, one 
which will find a resonance in the different civilisations, birthing new cosmologies. 


This could be the wind from the South rising in all its grandeur bringing much to this cosmology. The 
South Wind then, as the movements for change in the world, the South as the voices and movements of 
people on the edges, wherever these movements unfold; the South as the visions of women; the South as 
the development of new frameworks, seeking a new language to describe what it perceives, rupturing the 
existing theoretical categories, breaking the mind constructs, challenging the one, objective world view as 
the only world view; the South Wind as the seeking of new knowledges, refusing the one, mechanistic 
scientific knowledge as the only legitimate knowledge; the South Wind as the discovery of other knowledges 
that have been silenced. The South as the finding of new definitions of knowledge, of politics, creating new 
paradigms of politics; new paradigms of knowledge. 


The SouthWind invites us to another human rights discourse; one that will not be trapped either in the 
universalisms of the dominant discourse tied as it is to a market economy, a monoculturalism, a materialistic 
ethic and the politics and polity of the nation state; neither must it be caught in the discourse of the culture 
specific but one that will proffer universalisms that have been born out of a dialogue of civilisations. And 
this will mean another ethic of dialogue. We need to find new perspectives on the universality of human 
rights: in dialogue with other cultural perspectives of reality, other notions of development, democracy, 
even dissent, other concepts of power and governance; other notions of equality, other concepts of justice 
because human kind proffers many horizons of discourse; many horizons for new imaginations. 


Ms. Corrine Kumar is the Regional Co-ordinator of the Asian Women's Human Rights Council, and Sy o age 
member of Vimochana, a forum for women's rights, based in Bangalore. She is the author of South Wina: tow 
a New Political Imaginary. 


51 


— m 


— “ J 

6 ; ‘ 

4 ; (r™ =) 2 . Y 
fesse VD 


t, 


Super Security Services 


Anekal Taluk 
BANGALORE - 562 106 


Ill About WTO..... 


World trade involves a number of complex transactions which cross national borders. Thus. the nat f 
the transaction is such that more than one national law applies on the transaction. Uniform laws ap 
transaction are a necessity in today’s world where goods trade is an essential component. The wet: 
point to be understood is that international trade facilitates efficiency. Each country should specialize in 
the production of those goods and services in which it has abundant factor endowments. 


WTO is the main international body dealing with the rules of trade between nations. WTO agreements 
provide the legal ground rules for international commerce. They are like contracts, which bind governments 
to keep their trade policies within the boundaries set by the agreements. Although, WTO is an inter- 
governmental organization, the rules apply to business - they focus on how producers of goods and 
services, exporters and importers conduct their business. 


In recent years, there is increasing pressure onWTO to respond to the needs of civic society. The interests 
of the people, that is, the workers, farmers and consumers should also be kept in mind by the WTO. Global 
issues like poverty, environment, labour should get full attention. The basic principles of WTO are contained 
in original GATT Act, 1947. These are still operative in the form of GATT 1994, which updates GATT 1947. 


GATT/WTO - A Brief History (Past, Present and Future too!) 


Year/ Name of the Major Decisions 

Date Round/Place 

1 2 3 

RR a ee 

1947, Apr.10 Palais des The birth of GATT. 23 nations including India, are the founder 

to Oct. 30 Stations,Geneva members of the GATT Agreement 

1948, Jan. 01 Geneva GATT entered into activities 

1948 FEb 28 First Round The first real business of contracting parties was conducted 

to March 20 Havana, Cuba 

1949 April Second Round The contracting parties exchanged about 5,000 tariff concessions. 

to August Annecy, France Nine new members joined. 

1950-51 Third Round, The contracting parties exchanged about 8,700 tariff concessions. 

Sept. to April Torquay European countries with low tariff levels felt the Torquay negotia 
tions were disadvantageous to them. Of the 400 agreements, 
only 147 could be settled. Four more countries acceded to GATT. 

1956, May Fourth Round, Produced some US $ 2.5 billion worth of tariff reductions. Several 

Geneva countries withdrew from negotiations due to inadequate scope 

for tariff reductions. European countries went back disappointed. 

1960, Sept Fifth (Dillon) Negotiations with EEC member states for the creation ofa single 

(into 1961) Round, Geneva schedule of concessions for the Community based on its 


Common External Tariff. 38 countries were party to this Fifth 
Round. EEC entered negotiations as a trade bloc. US government 
got the authority under Trade Agreements Extension Act 1958 to 
draw maximum advantage and participate in multilateral trade. 
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1964, May 
(into 1967) 


1965 Feb 


1967, June 


1973 Sept. 
(into 1979) 


1974, Jan 1 


1982, Nov 


1986, Sept. 
to 1993, Dec 


2 


Sixth Round 
(Kennedy), 
Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Seventh 
Round, Tokyo 


Geneva 


Eighth Round, 
Uruguay 


Punta del Este 
Uruguay 


Meeting at the Ministerial level’ Kenndy Round’ was so called 
because it was proposed by Kennedy. Around 50 countries took 
part. Eleven industralised countries decided upon giving a 50 
per cent reduction offer in industrial tariffs. Some 35 developing 
countries participated under special procedures. Four additional 
countries negotiated for acession to GATT. (In 1968, a Committee 
on Anti-Dumping practices was established.) 


A new chapter added to the GATT, with developed countries 
according high priority to the reduction of trade barriers to the 
products of developing countries. A Committee on Trade and 
Development was established to oversee the functions of the 
new GATT provisions. 


About 50 countries signed the Kennedy Round’s Final Act. 


The Seventh Round was the most comprehensive of all the 
earlier GATT sessions on multiiateral trade. 99 countries of 
differing levels of development and economic systems including 
many non-GATT members took part. This Round was 
significant in this, that for the first time in GATT history, the 
developing countries played a prominent role. The significance 
of developing countries in both economic and political affairs was 
acknowledged in the international arena. (Ashish Aggarwal, GATT 
and The Developing Countries, Mohit Publications, New Delhi, 
1994). 


A comprehensive body of agreements covering both tariff and 
non-tariff matters was finalised. 


Arrangement RegardingIinternational Trade in Textiles otherwise 
known as the Mulitfibre Arrangement, (MFA) entered into force. 


The work programme on which Ministers agreed became the 
Starting point for what was to become the Uruguay Round 
negotiating agenda. 


Adopted a Ministerial declaration, which contained the biggest 
negotiating mandate on trade ever agreed. The worsening trade 
environment had led to the need for a ministerial level conference 
to settle discriminatory trade practices being held within GATT. 
US and EC were in disagreement over questions relating to 
agriculture. The US had problems over trade in advanced 
technology products, intellectual property rights and protection 
against counterfeiting. Conflict also arose with the developing 
countries demanding a new round of talks, and the main bloc of 
GATT preferring to implement the Tokyo-Round agreements. 


At this point it became imperative that GATT call for fresh round 
of trade talks, if it was to have any relevance to the changing 
trade environment. Thus in 1985, the commission report 
recommend that GATT call for a new round of negotiations, 


eee 


54 


3 


i ee 


1988 
Dec. 5-9 


1990, Dec. 


1993, Dec. 15 


1994, 
April 12-15 


1995, Jan 1 


1995, May 31 


Montreal, 
Canada 


Brussels 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Marrakesh, 
Morocco 


Marrakesh, 
Morocco 


Geneva 


Singapore 


provided they be directed towards the pri 

primary goal of 
strengthening the multilateral trading system and inne ibe 
of world markets. The report also suggested that textile and 
agriculture be brought back within the GATT trading rules. 


Trade Ministers launched the eighth GATT Round at Punta de! 
Este, Uruguay. On 28 January 1987, a negotiating structure was 
adopted with Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) as overseing 
body. Fifteen negotiating groups started work. 


Mid-term review of Punta del Este declaration. The TNC met in 
Geneva on 8th April 1989 and adopted the Montreal Package of 
results. 


Ministerial meeting did not achieve the expected success. In 
February 1991, TNC adopted a work programme for the 
resumption of negotiations. On 20 December 1991, TNC 
Chairman Arthur Dunkel tabled a Draft Final Act of the Uruguay 
Round. US and €C concluded an agriculture accord in 
Washington in Nov. 1992. On July 1, 1993, Peter Sutherland took 
office as Director - General of GATT, and subsequently, as TNC 
Chairman. Meanwhile at the G-7 Summit inTokyo, on 7 July 1993, 
the Quad Trade Ministers agreed on substantial but incomplete 
market access package. Sutherland relaunched negotiations in 
Geneva on 14 July 1993. In August 1993, TNC adopted 
intensivework programme aimed at concluding the Round by 15 
December. 


- In November 1993, when the NAFTA accord passed, Suthe 


land called it“half the battle won” for US Administration and urged 
“decisive contribution” from the EC and the US to conclude the 
Round. US Trade Representative Mickey Kantor reached 
agreement with EC Commissioner Sir Leon Brittan in Geneva on 
14 December 1993. 


After final sessions on the Market Access and Services Groups, 
the TNC met and Chairman Sutherland brought his gavel down 
on seven years of Uruguay Round negotiations. 


The Final Act of the Uruguay Round signed by Ministers. 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) comes into existence. 


WTO General Council approved by Headquarters Agreement with 
the Swiss Confederation including the decision to locate the WTO 


in Geneva. 
The establishment of three working groups on trade an 


invesment, trade and competition and transparency in 
government procurement, plus a mandate to conduct a study on 


trade facilitation. 
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1997, Geneva 


Feb 


1997, Mar 26 Geneva 


1999, Nov 30 Seattle 
to Dec. 3 


2 
Successful conclusion of negotiations on basi telecommunictions 
services. 69 governments agreed to wide-ranging liberalisation 


measures. 
Forty governments agreed to cut customs duties on information 
technology products, beginning on 1st July 1997. 


Wide scale protest in Seattle against WTO on issues of labour 
and environment. The meeting took up new issues like labour, 
trade facilitation, investment,competition policy, agriculture 
subsidies, biotechnology, and market access. Negotiations 
collapsed and meeting ended with a formal communique. 


18 


2000 Geneva Agriculture: negotiations for continuing the process of substantial 


progressive reductions in support and protection. 


2001 Programme Textile and Clothing: review of the implementation of the 


Agreement by 2001. 


2004 Programme Textile and Clothing : review of the implementation of the 


Agreement by 2004. 


Note: 


— 
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The above introductory paragraphs onWTO are extracted from the Report (January 2001) of the WTO Cell of the Department 
of Agriculture and Horticulture, Government of Karnataka. The Brief History is collated from the same Report with very 
substantial additions from the Dossier (March 20, 1995) published by Centre for Education and Communication, New 
Delhi in which the original source is (Ed.) Arun Goyal (January 2000). 


WTO Activities for Member Countries‘ 


Activity For Countries Years Date Page No.* 


Conformity with the rules of The Agreement on Developing 5 1.1.2000 15/84/94 
Customs Valuation (changing from Brussels 

Definition of Value developed by the World 

Customs Organisation) 


Phasing out existing export subsidy schemes Developing 8 142/145 
Prohibiting subsidies for using domestic Developing 5 1.1.2000 150 
instead of imported goods Leastdeveloped 8 1.1.2003 
Temporary restrictions on imports to safeguard Developed 8 max. 161/162 
domestic industry from serious injury Developing 10 max. 
Tariff reductions on industrial products Developed Syrs. 1.1.2000 163/217 

Developing 5 instlmts 

Longer 


Reduction in Agricultural sector and in domestic 
and export subsidies Developed 6 yrs in stages 
Developing Longer 


Phasing out Voluntary Export Restraint measures Mostly developed 4 1.1.1999 164/165 


Termination of safeguard measures already Mostly Developed 8 years whichever 169 
in force on 1.1.1995 or 1.1.2000comes later 
(Maximum initial period for a safeguard measure) 4 extendable to 8 Max. 


(10 for developing countries) 


(Continued on page 65) 
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Our speciality Plum Cake has literally scaled great heights! 
In December 2003, a mammoth quantity of 4.5 tonnes of 
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glacier-battlefields from Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh 
through Kargil, Siachen and Ladakh. Also across Jodhpur, 
Lathi, Jalipa and Uttarlai in Rajasthan and Bhyj in Gujarat. 
- Up from 3 tonnes for 30,000 soldiers in December 2002, — 
2.5 tonnes for 25,000 in 2001 and 1.25 tonnes for 12, 500 
in 2000! 
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this event worthy of Prime Time and telecast it ‘so this 
December end. 
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(Continued from page 56) 


Activity For Countries Years 
8. Phasing out of discriminatory restrictions applied 
to textile products by importing countries 


Date Page No.* 
10 year 1.1.1995 17/68 


9. Phasing out Trade-related Investment Measures Developed 2 Years 205 
(TRIMS) Developing 5 Years 
Transitional 7 years 
| economics 
10. Review of operation of TRIMS 5years Before 214 
| 1.1.2000 
11. Phasing out of restrictions maintained under the 10Years 1 
Multi-fibre Arrangement — 
12. Tariff reduction for Agricultural products by 37% Developed _ 6 years 227 
(by developed and transitional economy countries) | Developing 10 Years 
and by 24% (by developing countries) Least developed exempted 
13. Commitments to minimum market access Developed End of 2000 229 
opportunity through tariff quotas equal to 3% of Deveoped End of 2004 
domestic consumption during 1986-1988 and 
rising to 5% 
14. Reduction from the 1986-1988 level in Aggregate Developed 6 years 230 


Measurement of Support or total domestic support Developing 10 years 
for agriculture given by governments, by 20% for 
developed and 13.33% for developing countries 


15. Reduction from the 1986-1990 levels in export subsidy Developed 6years 6annual 232 


by 36% and import subsidy by 21% for developed, instalments 
and by 24% & 14% respy. for developing countries ~ Developing 10 years 10 annual 
instalments 
16. Review of the need for maintaining temporary All After 5 year 264 


exemptions by way of exceptions to the Most 
Favoured Nation principle in the service sector. 
Abolition of the exemptions All After 10 years 


17. Establishing Enquiry Points for obtaining All 2years 1.1.1997 265/266 
information though governments on laws and 
regulations regarding trade in the service sector 


18. Establishing Contact Points for obtaining the Developed 2years 1.1.1997 265/266/ 
above information directly at the business levels 284 
19. New round of negotiations as a continuous process All 5years 1.1.2000 267/38 


of negotiations in WTO for the liberalization of trade in 
specified sectors including Agriculture and service sectors 


20. Completion of negotiations on liberalization of trade in July 95 273/282 


financial services and the movement of natural persons. 1.11.1997 
Initial period (ending) for implementing the above 
21. Expected completion of negotiations on basic June 96-273 
telecommunications 
April96 292 


22. Expected completion of negotiations on liberalization 
of basic long distance and international 


telecommunications services 
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Sa For Countries Years Date Page No.” 


1.12000 316/15 


Activity 


Developing 5 years 


23. Bringing intellectual Property Rights legislation in 
conformity with the provisions of Trade-related 
aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 


94. Minimum regulatory periods for different All 


Intellectual Property Rights 


(i) Patents (from the date of filing application) 20 years 

(ii) Copyright: Cinematographic work 50 years 
(after making or going public) 
Photographic work (after making) 25 years 
All other work (from the date of authorised publication, 50 years 
or the life of the author + 50) | 

(iii) Trade marks: from initial registration and each 7 years 
renewal of registration, indefinitely 

(iv) Performers & Producers of Phonograms (from the 50 years 
end of the calendar year in which the fixation 
(phonogram) was made or the performance took place) 

(v) Broadcasting (from the end of the calendar year 20 years 


in which the broadcast took place) 


(vi) Industrial designs 


(vii) Layout-designs of integrated circuits (from the date of 10 years 
registration or first date of exploitation) 
25. Transitional periods within which to bring national Developed 1 
legislation and regulations in conformity with Developing 5 


Transitional economies 5 
Least Developed 11 


provisions of the Agreement on TRIPS 


26. Applying the MFN and national treatment rules All 1 


27. Reviews under Trade Policy Review Mechanism (TPRM) 
to study implementation of agreements and to provide 
transparency and understanding of trade policies and 
practices of member countries 


(i) Presently top four: Every 2 years 
European Union, USA, Japan and Canada ) 

(ii) The next 16 Every 4 yrs 

(ili) The rest Every 6 yrs. 

(iv) Least Developed countries Longer 


Least Developed11 years 1.1.2006 


10 years or more 


1.1.1996 
1.1.2000 


1.1.2000 
1.1.2006 


1.1.1996 


338 


341 


342 


Tt The above information is culled out from the Business Guide to the Uruguay Round (1995) published by International Trade 


Centre, UNCTAD/ WTO and Commonwealth Secretariat. 


The page numbers in this column are from the above book. 


Note: Also see Timetable for further WTO negotiations form the above book. 
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Timetable for further WTO negotiations* 


ee 
DATE ITEM 


SS — See 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


2000 


1 January 
30 June 


1 January 
30 April 
30 June 
30 June 


1 January 
1 January 


1 January 


31 December 


1 January 


1 January 


1 January 


1 January 


1 January 
1 January 


1 January 
30 June 


1 January 


1 January 


1 January 


1 January 


WTO enters into force 


Deadline for negotiations on financial services and on movement 
of natural persons 


Agreement on Government Procurement enters into force 
Deadline for negotiations on basic telecommunications services 
Review of operation of provisions on R & D subsidies 

Deadline for negotiations on maritime services 


Start of negotiations on government procurement of services 


First review of provisions on preshipment inspection (reviews every 
three years thereafter) 


First reivew of TRIPS section on geographical indications 
Deadline for negotiations on emergency safeguards for services 


Examine standard of review for anti-dumping disputes, and consider 
its application to countervailing cases 


First review of operation and implementation of provisions on 
technical barriers (reviews are to be held every three years 
thereafter) 


Deadline for report with recommendation from the Working Party 
on Trade in Services and the Environment on modifications of GATS 
Artticle XIV (general exceptions) 


Review of operation and implementation of sanitary and 
phytosanitary provisions (further reviews to be held as need arsies) 


Start negotiations on further improvement of the Agreement on 
Government Procurement (extension of coverage) 


Deadline for review of provision on patent or sul generis proetection 
of plant varities. 
Deadline for review of dispute settlement rules and procedures. 


Start review of provisions on serious prejudice and non-actionable 
subsidies 


Start first round of negotiations on progressive liberalization of 
services (New negotiations to increase the general level of specific 
commitments). 

Review of Article II (MFN) exemptions 

Launch new negotiations to continue reform process in agriculture 
First review of TRIPS agreement, reviews to be held every two 
years thereafter 


a 
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ITEM ' 


DATE 


Deadline for review of TRIMS agreement and consideration of 
a a le: whether to complement it with provisions on investment and 


competition policy 
Review of interpretation of the rules on modification and withdrawal 


1 January 
of concessions 

1 January Deadline for appraisal of Trade Policy Review Mechanism. 

Unspecified Negotiations on increased protection for geographical indications 
for wines and spirits 

Unspecified Subsidies in services. 


, Reproduced from Business Guide to the Uruguay Round (1995). » 
Note : Also see WTO Activities for Member Countries. 


What is Dumping ? 


The Chambers Handbook of Commercial Terms defines DUMPING 
as “The sale of acommodity on a foreign market at price below the cost of 
producing it. An exporting firm, with or without government subsidy, may 
pursue this policy in order to eliminate competition, to break into a new 
market or to dispose of temporary surpluses without causing a reduction 
in home prices”. 


Another definition in the same Handbook reads thus : “Selling goods 
in a foreign market at a price which is below the cost of production, or 
below the competitive price level in that market. Import duties can be 
imposed in order to protect a home market from dumping [Emphasis 
added]. 


According to WTO/GATT Agreement on Anti-dumping Practices a 
product is considered to be dumped (i) if the export price is less than the 
price charged for the like product in the exporting country, and (ii) if it is 
sold for less than its cost of production. 
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World Trade Organisation (WTO) | 


Name and Date of Joining of Members and Observers as on 4-4-2003 


Albania 

Angola 

Antigua and Barbuda 

Argentina 

Armenia 

Australia 

Austria 

Bahrain Kingdom 

Bangladesh 

Barbados 

Belgium 

Belize 

Benin 

Bolivia 

Botswana 

Brazil 

Brunei Darussalam 

Bulgaria 

Burkina Faso 

Burundi 

Cameroon 

Canada 

Central African Republic 

Chad 

Chile 

China 

Colombia 

Congo 

Costa Rica 

Céte d’Ivorie 

Croatia 

Cuba 

Cyprus 

Czech Repubic 

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 

Denmark 

Djibouti 

Dominica 

Dominican Republic 

Ecuador 

Egypt 

El Salvador 

Estonia 

European Communities 

Fiji 

Finland 


8 September 2000 
23 November 1996 
1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

5 February 2003 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

22 February 1996 
12 September 1995 
31 May 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 December 1996 
3 June 1995 


' 23 July 1995 


13 December 1995 
1 January 1995 

31 May 1995 

19 October 1996 

1 January 1995 

11 December 2001 
30 April 1995 

27 March 1997 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

30 November 2000 
20 April 1995 

30 July 1995 

1 January 1995 


1 January 1997 
1 January 1995 
31 May 1995 

1 January 1995 
9 March 1995 
21 January 1996 
30 June 1995 

7 May 1995 

13 November 1999 
1 January 1995 
14 January 1996 
1 January 1995 
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Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia (Fyrom) 

France 

Gabon 

The Gambia 

Georgia 

Germany 

Ghana 

Greece 

Grenada 

Guatemala 

Guinea 

Guinea Bissau 

Guyana 

Haiti 

Honduras 

Hong Kong, China 

Hungary 

Iceland 

India 

Indonesia 

lreland 

Israel 

Italy 

Jamaica 


Japan 
Jordan 


Kenya 

Korea, Republic of 
Kuwait 

Kyrgyz Republic 
Latvia 

Lesotho 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Macao, China 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Maldives 

Mali 

Malta 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Mexico 
Moldova 


4 April 2003 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 
23 October 1996 
14 June 2000 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 
22 February 1996 
21 July 1995 

25 October 1995 
31 May 1995 

1 January 1995 
30 January 1996 
1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 
21 April 1995 

1 January 1995 

9 March 1995 

1 January 1995 
11 April 2000 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 
20 December 1998 
10 February 1999 
31 May 1995 

1 September 1995 
31 May 2001 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 
17 November 1995 
31 May 1995 

1 January 1995 
31 May 1995 

31 May 1995 

1 January 1995 
31 May 1995 

1 January 1995 

1 January 1995 
26 July 2001 


11 January 1995 


al 
Mongolia 29 January ed reo $3 CR Tavs 
ncaa aye: pee Singapore 1 January 1995 
Mozambique chats! i Slovak Republic 1 January 1995 
1 January 1995 

id gles 1 January 1995 Slovenia 30 July 1995 
te Solomon Islands 26 July 1996 

4 the Kingdom in Europe & South Africa 1 January shes 

for the Netherlands Antilles 1 January 1995 Spain 1 January 
New Zealand 1 January 1995 Sri Lanka 1 January 1995 
Nicaragua 3 September 1995 Suriname 1 January 1995 
Niger 13 December 1996 Swaziland 1 January 1995 
Nigeria 1 January 1995 Sweden 1 January 1995 
Norway 1 January 1995 Switzerland 1 July 1995 
Oman 9 November 2000 Chinese Taipei 1 January 2002 
Pakistan 1 January 1995 Tanzania 1 January 1995 
Panama 6 September 1997 Thailand 1 January 1995 
Papua New Guinea 9 June 1996 Togo 31 May 1995 
Paraguay 1 January 1995 Trinidad and Tobago 1 March 1995 
Peru 1 January 1995 Tunisia 29 March 1995 
Philippines 1 January 1995 Turkey 26 March 1995 
Poland 1 July 1995 Uganda 1 January 1995 
Portugal 1 January 1995 United Arab Emirates 10 April 1996 
Qatar 13 January 1996 United Kingdom 1 January 1995 
Romania 1 January 1995 United States of America 1 January 1995 
Rwanda 22 May 1996 Uruguay 1 January 1995 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 21 February 1996 Venezuela 1 January 1995 
Saint Lucia 1 January 1995 Zambia 1 January 1995 
St. Vincent & the Grenadines 1 January 1995 Zimbabwe 5 March 1995 


OBSERVER GOVERNMENTS 


Algeria Ethiopia Serbia and Montenegro 
Andorra Holy See (Vatican) Sycheles 

Azerbaijan Kazakhstan Sudan 

Bahamas Lao Peoples Democratic Republic Tajikistan 

Belarus Lebanese Republic Tonga 

Bhutan Nepal Ukraine 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Russian Federation Uzbekistan 

Cambodia Samoa Vanuatu 

Cape Verde Sao Tome and Principe Viet Nam 

Equatorial Guinea Saudi Arabia Yemen 


hh tte, 
Note: With the exception of the Holy See, observers must start accession negotiations within five years of becoming 
observers. International organizations observers to General Council: (observers in other councils and committees 
differ) 


United Nations (UN) 

United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

World Bank (WB) 


Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) 

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) 
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12 Globalisation and Culture: Some Aspects 


Girish Mishra 


The onging globalisation, based on the Washington Consensus, is aimed at bringing i i 

, ging in cultural uniformi 
throughout the world. It doesnot want to leave any scope for cultural diversity. In other words, it pao. 
impose American culture and the way of life on everyone everywhere. The champions of America-led 
globalisation have declared this most candid terms. Let us give just two examples to underline this 


First, Dr. Henry Kissinger, a former US Secretary of State, in the course of a lecture ini 
: at th 
College in Dublin on October 12, 1999, said: € Trinity 


The basic challenge is that what is called ‘globalisation’ is really another name for the dominant role 
of the United States. During the past decade, the United States has created unprecedented wealth 
broadened and deepened the availability of capital; funded the creation, development and borad distrubition 
of a wide variety of new technologies, created markets for an endless array of goods and services... in 
economic terms it can get no better: full employment, rising real wages, increasing productivity, low inflation, 
increasing wealth and nonstop growth... For America, these are the good old days... 


Success of this magnitude inevitably inspire imitation...’ 


He went on to add that, just as the previous phase of globalisation was under British hegemony, the 
current phase had to be under US domination. The world had no alternative but to accept American 
ideas, values and the way Of life. 


Second, Thomas L. Friedman of The New York Times declares: 


We Americans are apostles of the Fast World, the prophets of the free market and high priest of high 
tech. We want "enralgement" of both our values and Pizza Huts. We want the world to follow our lead and 
become democratic and capitalistic, with a Website in every pot, a Pepsi on every lip, Microsoft Windows 
in every computer and with everyone, everywhere, pumping their own gas.” 


Elsewhere, he says: 


... globalisation has its own dominant culture, which is why it tends to be homogenising... Culturally 
speaking, globalisation is largely, though not entirely, the spread of Americanisation — from Big Macs to 
Mickey Mouse — on a global scale.? 


The American coffeehouse chain Starbucks (with its incarnation Barista) has begun selling its espresso 
and food items to an ever-increasing number of countries and in this way in purveying American food 
habits. It is for the first time in human history that virtually every individual at every level of society, 
consciously or unconsciously, feels that impact of American culture. He finds it in the media, tastes it in 
his food and senses it in the goods he buys. At the same time, it generates resentment and fear that his 
traditional culture and identity are in danger. 


Another champion, Francis Fukuyama, when asked whether globalisation was really an euphemism 
for Americanisation, replied: 


| think that it is, and that's why some people do not like it. | think it has to be Americanisation because, 
in some respects, America is the most advanced capitalist society in the world today, and so its institutions 
represent the logical development of market forces. Therefore, if market forces are what drives globalisation. 
It is inevitable that Americanisation will accopmany globalisation.* 


Malcom Waters too thinks on similar lines. If the people view this way the concept of present-day 
globalisation, they are not wrong because 


like modernisation, a predecessor and related concept, it appears to justify the spread of Western 
culture and capitalist society by suggesting that there are forces operating beyond human contro! that wet 
transforming the world... Globalisation is the direct consequence of European culture across the planet... 
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D. McQuail too equates “globalisation” to “Westernisation" in 7 
eneral and " eee 
particular.© Elsewhere he states: ° nd "Americanisation” in 


From this perspective, the information flow of mass media from the d itali 
(mainly US) to the less developed world is highly imbalanced and unequal, whieh age hare toi 
values", such as individualism, secularism, and materialism, around the world. The tetehatin rt 
actually “Western culture" or "American culture". The direction of any transnational media effect is 
always from richer to poorer, larger to smaller, which entirely corresponds to the unbalanced ana of 
global economic relations. The concept of “cultural imperialism" implies these unequal rem et 
processes, and suggests certain degree of coercion, invasion , or repression. The unequal a 
flow increases the global power of large and wealthy countries and hinders the growth of approriate 
national identities and self-images in the receiving nations. The imbalance in the global cultural production 
undermines cultural autonomy and holds back the development of the disadvantaged cultures. The "cultural 
hegemony" leads to an absolutely aggressive form of dominant culture that has no specific connection 
with real experience for most people of poorer countries. The disadvanted cultures are deprived of their 
ability to describe themselves.’ 


This cultural domination has led in a developing country like India to an increasing demand for foreign 
goods in general and European and American goods in particular. There has developed a craze for 
Western brand names. A consumerist mentality has been carefully fostered. People try to ape American 
consumption pattern. This leads to an adverse impact on the propensity to save and the domestic 
accumulation of capital. 


Since the main motive is profit maximasation, corporations try to sell as much as possible by resorting 
to high-voltage advertisement campaigns. The role of advertisement has undergone a big change. Its 
purpose is no longer the dissemination of knowledge about the features of the product but create a 
demand for it by stressing the fact that its comsumption will enhance the status of the consumer in the 
eyes of the society. An attempt is made to bring about product differentiation, which is mostly imaginary. 
Fashion shows, beauty contests, employment of well-known models, sportsmen, actors and actresses, 
etc.are used to attract and influence potential consumers. With the increasing reach of print and electronic 
media, the power of advertisement to lure potential buyers has increased manifold. The easy availability 
of loans, attractive hire-purchase schemes, and credit card facility enable people to translate their desires 
into demand. It is quite often stressed that consumption is an important form of self-expression and a 
major way of demonstrating one's identity. 


In the sphere of consumption, two developments stand out. They are: mobilisation of fashion in mass 
(as opposed to elite) markets to help accelerate the pace of consumption not only in dress, adornment, 
and decoration but also across a wide spectrum of life-styles and recreational activities (leisure and 
sporting habits, pop music styles, video and children's games and the like). 


An important feature of present-day globalisation is the advent of a consumer credit society. Till the 
arrival of credit cards, the purchasing power at a person's disposal and his ability to raise loans limited the 
extent of his consumption. Credit cards have played a vital role in tremendously extending this limit. A 
personal can now buy goods and services even if he does not have sufficient purchasing power at his 
disposal and the prospect of raising a loan without difficulty. Credit cards have given enormous boost to 
consumerism and pushed many a household into indebtedness. 


There is no universal agreement on the shape of the world of come. There are people who assert 
that globalisation will strengthen commercial and technololgical interdependence among nations to ca 
an extent that it will lead to "a virtual paradise made possible by spreading markets and global technology , 
while, on the other hand, a finger is pointed towards the happenings in different parts of the the world 
(such as the erstwhile Yugoslavia, Sri Lanka, Rwanda, the events of September 11, 2001 in the USA and 
consequent invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq) in recent years. It is surmised that all "the horrors of the 


ancient slaughter (are being) re-enacted".® 
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ortant role in helping corporations extend the market for their products 
estivals are fully exploited to achieve this end. In the name of gods 
"and "concessions" are offered. Quite often deities are 


Religion has assumed a very shy 
and maxmise their profit. Religious 
and goddesses all kinds of attractive "rebates 


shown as consumers of these products. | | 
nguage of the soul, until just recently quite unfashionable, at least in corporate 


larcome back. As it assimilates and transforms so many other ideologies, 


italism domain, is making secu salable ; aid 
aananlaae capitalism has not shied away from assimilating and transforming religion.'° 


isi annels have come into existence to cater to the spiritual needs of the people and 
Basen ga tpesrtisck orca In Hindi we have Astha and Samskar; these are two such channels that 
have been successfully serving the gullible as well the cunning. Corporations, that utilise the occasions 
and places of their discourses to advertise and market their products, are liberally funding a number of 
god-men and women. Their journals too come handy for them. Literature, supposedly giving solace to 
the frustrated and depressed, has proliferated in a country like India. This way the vendors of commercial 
spiritualism have proliferated. They use television channels, audio and videocassettes, and the Internet to 
reach their wares across and provide healing services. Computers are being used to prepare horoscope 
and impress upon the naive that computer-made horoscope are free from errors and lay bare the future of 
the persons concerned. Thus the tools of modern information technology have come handy to pseudo- 
science in its effort to propagate and reinforce age-old superstitions. 


‘Global culture entails the promotion of a specific kind of life-style, consumption pattern, products, and 
identities. High-voltage advertisement campaign is deployed by the TNCs to penetrate the local markets 
in the non-Western world in order to create an ever-expanding market for their products by crushing local 
resistance. The growing reach of private cable and satellite television network has strengthened the grip 
of commercial culture. Tele shopping or home shopping is day by day becoming very popular with the 
upper and a significant section of middle strata of the society. Big manufacturers and traders are vigorously 
promoting it. Buyers can place orders for desired goods from their cozy homes on telephone or e-mail. 
They do not have to stir out their homes and waste time and energy on travelling and going round shops. 
The desired goods are promptly delivered. 


Old wants, traditionally satisfied by indigenious goods and services, are being replaced by new wants, 
requiring goods and services from abroad for their satisfaction. This destroys local self-sufficiency and 
local jobs and brings in global dependence of nations. One may look around to see how plastic goods 
have been pushing many a traditional product out of fashion. Local potters, rope-makers and blacksmiths 
have been losing their traditional vocations. The advent of safety razors has rendered local barbers 
jobless. Similarly washing machines machines have made washermen without jobs. Western films, 
audio and videocassettes, and satellite channels have adversely affected folk singers and performers. 
Besides, to some extent, some sort of hybridisation has also been taking place. 


The long dormant la 


In the present era of globalisation faithful coverage of events and happenings does not receive much 
priority because it does not determine the standing of a newspaper or television channel. Sensational 
reporting and catchy heading along with spicy analysis push up the circulation and increase the rating of 
this media concerned in the eyes of advertisers. "The result is a sea-change in priorities and a skewed 
presentation of what is happening in the country.""' To illustrate this, 


A simple circular issued by the Delhi Police Commissioner... that the police will no longer harass 
young couples in public parks — caught the imagination of most editors in the print as well as electronic 
media and edged out many an important political and economic development. And how can it be otherwise, 
when editors of not just The Times of India and The Hindustan Times, but even financial papers such as 
The Economic Times, are reminded by their masters every day, "And don't forget, you belong to the 
entertainment industry." 


No wonder, then, that the preoccupation of the so-called Generation X-the famous three Fs—Food, 
Fashion and Fornication — are being exploited by the media to boost circulation. This is the age of feel- 
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good news. Bad news has no place, until it has the dramatic potential of a caste war or communal carn 
Four hundred journalists convered Lakme India's Fashion Week recently. Few were sent to cover starva A 
deaths in Kalahandi in Orissa or farmers committing suicide in India's most prosperous State stahanaataal 


India, with a population of a billion, has the world's largest pool of poor and u 
employed people. But one would be hard put to find a single article a ot er beth + Aah 
mainstream Indian newspapers in the past decade or more. If starvation deaths are at all 2 She nib 
are buried in the inside pages. When Digvijay Singh's docudrama "Maya" on the ritual rape of a sev 
(a girl given away by parents as a slave to gods, a part of an ancient tradition) by temple priests was 
banned by the government, CNN was the only TV channel that reported this — no Indian newspaper or TV 
channel bothered. 


But the circulation of newspaper is soaring, even though some families have stopped buying the 
larger circulated newspapers or are banning the entry of colour and cleavage supplements into their 
houses. Could the phenomenal increase in the number of gang rapes in moving luxury cars in the streets 
in Delhi have something to do with the attitudes being pandered in the newspapers and in the soaps 
shwon on television, many people wonder. '? 


Even a cursory glance at India's so-called national dailies is sufficient to bring home the fact that 
they have more interest in covering news items from the world of glamour and luxury that interest only 
the rich. Sony's CEO Nobuyuki is on record saying that the corporate sector's goal is to create new 
markets by prodding people with the help of the media to buy its products. Sultan Shahin has rightly 
commented: 


Is it any wonder that now marketing executives sit in editors' chairs? A whole new generation of 
readers has been created. Youngsters who would not look at a newspaper that was meant for their 
parents, particularly fathers, now avidly go to the colour supplements of the same papers that their parents 
may not relish much. News reports and even editorials appear to be advertising some product or the 
other, particularly those meant for the youth. 


Monday's (October 21, 2002) Times of India, for instance, carried a story on the Congress Party's 
efforts to form a coalition government in Kashmir as the lead item on the front page. It comments in the 
last paragraph, "The more protracted the pre-nuptial dickering over the dowry the less harmonious the 
subsequent wedlock, in marriages both political or otherwise. If the Congress and the PDP are going to 
do it, let them take a tip from the Nike and just do it’. oe 


Obviously, the two worlds of news and advertisements have got intermingled. 


Youth has become the prime target of advertisers of consumer goods and services. The philosophy 
that informs itis: "If you catch them young, they are yours for life." The total turnover of global TV advertising 
is to the tune of $36 billion and is largely directed towards the males of age group of 18-34 years. 


The forces of globalisation have increased the cultural divide. Thomas Friedman, who hailed 
globalisation as a great force of socio-cultural homogenisation, found, to his dismay, that it was creating a 
big divide among the people. On the occasion of the publication of an Arabic translation of his book, The 
Lexus and Olive Tree, he was in Egypt and what he found there was very revealing to him: 


Two images stand out from the trip. The first was riding the train from Cairo to Alexandria ina car full 
of middle and upper-class Egyptians. So many of them had cell phones that kept ringing with different 
piercing melodies during the two-hour trip that at one point | felt like getting up, taking out a baton and 
conducting a cellphone symphony. | was so rattled from ringing phones, | couldn't wait to get off the train. 
Yet, while all these phones were chirping inside the train, outside we were passing along the Nile, where 
barefoot Egyptian villagers were tilling their fields with the same tools and water buffalo that their ancenstors 
did in Pharoah's day. | couldn't imagine a wider technology gap within one country. Inside the train it was 


AD 2000, outside it was 2000 BC."4 
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d elsewhere too. For example, 
baal ase. The same phenomenon maybe observe ; ; | ; 
a di seine which has registered impressive progress in the field of information 
ee The following report about its capital, Hyderabad, is very revealing: 
| k here, a sleek Internet-connected 
ses from the campus of a software technology par , a SIE | 

2 hg Piasciomes that is feverishly courting foreign investment, selling its wares in the global 
sae Ith at an astonishing rate. But less than 50 miles away, in the poverty- 


d creating wea ; ; 
i ones Sheri oa Reddy Guaa, the old India is alive and unwell. Iiliteracy, sickness and hunger 


are the villagers’ constant companions. Women and children work in the fields for less than 50 cents a 
day. The sole telephone — an antique contraption of batteries and antenna — almost never works. 


It vividly brings out the contrast. 

The software technology park of Hitec City and the village of Sheri Ram Reddy Guda are separated 
by only a short distance, yet seem to come from different.centuries, and to stand at opposite poles, 
emblems of the new and old India.” 

Globalisation has stoked the desire to get rich in no time. It has also been providing newer and newer 
opportunities of both legitimate and illegitimate types. Online gambling has been fast spreading. Even in 
a country like India where traditional types of lottery and gambling are banned, online lottery Playwin is 
becoming more and more popular. It is heard that, very soon, Las Vegas gambling ventures will go online 
and become global. The popularity of the cable television run programme Kaun Banega Crorepati? 
underlined the desire to get rich quickly and enjoy life. A hundred million people watched this programme 


on a regular basis. | 

Globalisation, with its advanced information technology, has also opened immense possibilities of 
getting rich quickly following illegitimate routes. The world of crimes has become sophisticated and global 
in the true sense of the term. Nation-states are not powerful enough to bring it under control. 
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13 Privatisation : A trade unionist's view 


———_——— SB 


Gist of points made by Michael B. Fernandes (HMKP) at the seminar on Privatization and 
Disinvestment organized by the Asian Social Forum at Hyderabad on 3.1.2003. 


1. It is good that trade unions of different hues and NGOs have come together in a big way, despite the 
traditional opposition of the former to the latter, in order to face the challenges faced not only by the 
working class but also by people in general, as a result of the policy of liberalization, privatization and 
globalisation (LPG) followed by governments at the behest of the IMF, World Bank and the WTO. That 
this unity or coming together has become possible through the Asian Social Forum (ASF), a part of 
the World Social Forum (WSF), is to be highly appreciated, and it needs to be made more effective. 


2. It must be realized that the growing unemployment and other hardships are the result of both LPG 
and the fast moving technological changes that reduce employment opportunities. To fight against 
this, we need to evolve new methods in addition to traditional methods - in other words we need to 
improve the technology of our struggle too. In our country we have had 'bundhs' - at the city or town 
level, like ‘Bombay bundh’, or at the state level, or even at the national level with the 'Bharat bundh' - 
to highlight issues and to force the governments to settle them. In view of the universal or global 
nature of the issues now being discussed, it would be worthwhile to organize under the aegis of the 
WSF, a ‘Duniya Bundh' or a 'World/Global Bundh’ in order to highlight the current issues on account 
of LPG faced by the people all over the world. A proper time to carry out such a general strike globally 
would be the 10th anniversary of the setting up of the WTO, coming up in March 2004. 


3. Whatever be the political party or parties in power, one can see that it is ultimately the bureaucrats 
who, by and large, have their way in determining the economic path to be followed by the government. 
So, in addition to fighting the battle at the political level, it is necesary to identify the bureaucrats who 
are sold to the path of privatization/disinvestment, and expose them, socially boycott them and publicly 
wage a war agaisnt them as well. 


4. Two examples, both within my personal knowledge, highlight the extent to which our country and the 
people would have suffered or lost if privatization had been allowed to suceed in them. The first one 
relates to the Karnataka Power Corporation (KPC), a PSU of the Karnataka State Government, 
producing electricity. In the wake of the New Economic Policy of 1991, the Karnataka Government 
withdrew from the KPC the proposed 207 MW Almatti Dam Power House Project and signed an MOU 
in 1992 with a consortium led by the US-based TAPCO (The Asia Power Company) for setting it up. 
There were some disputes relating to the dam height, etc., which went up to the Supreme Court. 
Upon these being cleared by this court, TAPCO submitted in the year 2000 an exorbitantly costly 
proposal of Rs. 1470 crores as project cost. In the following year KPC succeeded in getting this 
project back, and is now executing it at a cost of little less than Rs. 700 crores. Whereas the public 
sector KPC will enable power from this project to be sold at about Rs. 2 per unit, the private sector 
TAPCO would have been charging over Rs. 4 per unit, if it were not wrested back by the KPC. 


The second example is of the ITI Ltd - a Central Government PSU manufacturing telecom equipment. 
Thanks to the so-called National Telecom Policy of the 1994 of t he then Communications Minster 
Sukh Ram, MNCs were for the first time allowed the supply core switching exchange equipments. In 
deciding the quotations, the weightage given for indigenous manufacture of the switching lines was a 
measly 3%. (In contrast, China, which allows foreign companies to come in and start services, 
insists on bulk manufacture within China itself). In the April 1994 global tender, ITI's technical 
collaborator, called the Alcatel, of France, through its Indian front company, quoted the lowest price at 
about Rs. 4300 per line. In contrast, the raw material Alcatel directly supplied to ITI cost about 
Rs. 4400 per line, with another about Rs. 1100 worth of raw material supplied by vendors approved 
by it. With about Rs. 5500, per line as material cost ITI's quotation was realistically at about Rs. 6000. 
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(Affiliated to Hind Mazdoor Kisan Panchayat) 


12/A, Peenya Industrial Area 
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An American MNC had quoted a discounted uniform price of about Rs. 5100 although, as stated | 
their quotation, their actual average price per line was about Rs. 14,000. All this mate it siae that 
these were dumping prices, undoubtedly quoted with the intention of finishing off ITI. In th , 
tender of March 96, Alcatel's quotation had risen to about Rs. 7300 per line, still as the " em 
whereas ITi's was at about Rs. 7600. However, in the next tender of August 97 the position ie. 
with ITI, taking advantage of the Union budget and with an eye on high volumes quoting the ies t 
price of about Rs. 5400 per line, while the prices quoted by the various MNCs ranged from about Rs 
6100 to Rs. 6400. On this occasion, all these MNCs went public accusing ITI and the Department of 
Telecom (DOT) of colluding to arm-twist them into reducing their price. What is worse, they refused 
to supply equipment at ITI's price. They finally started the supplies about two years later only after 
they had got a price increase of about Rs. 240 per line. If ITl were not there as a PSU, the MNCs 
would have by now taken away from India thousands of crores of rupees more for equipments supplied 
by them. It may be noted that in its report of April 1997, the Disinvestment Commission had 
recommended 74% disinvestment in ITI, with 50% given to a strategic partner (in this case only a 
foreign MNC) with managerial control. Though this has not been done so far, it appears to be hanging 
over ITI like a Damocle's sword. 


A new, harmfully ridiculous development is that the government is faced with post-Disinvestment 
claims from the private sector companies, which bought shares of some of the disinvested public 
sector companies. One example is that of Hindustan Teleprinters Ltd. (HTL). Having bought 74% of 
its shares for Rs. 54 crores, based on the valuation of its assets as of 31st March preceding 
disinvestment, the buyer, Himachal Futuristic (HFCL) has reportedly submitted a claim for Rs. 56.49 
crores based on the evaluation of the assets done for the closing date settlement. If this claim, 
supposedly made according to the provisions of the share purchase agreement, succeeds, the 
Government will have not only handed over HTL to HFCL, but also given the latter on extra Rs. 1.49 
crores for having taken over the former. 


Another example of this type is the Paradeep Phosphates, 74% of the shares of which were bought 
by the Zuari Maroc Phosphate Pvt. Ltd. for Rs. 151.70 crores. As a post closure adjustment, it has 
reportedly pressed claim for the recovery of Rs. 151.55 crores from the Goverment. These examples 
illustrate how the disinvestment process can even defraud the public sector and the public exchequer. 


It is a well knwon fact that quite a few of the PSUs were originally private sector undertakings, which 
were nationalized when they were sinking. The National Textile Corporation, consisting of 114 mills, 
all from the private sector, is an outstanding example of this. This shows that the private sector is not 
safe or reliable. Even today about Rs. 1,10,000 crores has become NPA with Nationalised banks, 
financial institutions, etc., mostly at the hands of the private sector companies. Itis, therefore, essential 
to ensure that no NPA defaulter is allowed to acquire shares of PSUs through the disinvestment 
process. 


While opposing disinvestment or privatization of PSUs in general, if and where, in any rare case, it is 
seen that a PSU needs to be handed over to the cooperative or private sector, it can be done by 
leasing it out instead of selling it away, so that the assets of the PSU, particularly the land or real 
estate owned by the PSU, can be saved. One example of such leasing out is that of Hotel Ashok Yatri 
Niwas in New Delhi, which had leased out from 1986 its restaurant to a private party, and collected 
annually Rs. 30 lakhs or 35% of the daily sales, whichever was lower, with the Billing Machine and the 
Cashier provided by the ITDC itself. This approach, with necessary modifications, can be extended 


to some of the PSUs, if and where necessary. 
The entire working class in particular and the generality of people have to come together and put up 


a major fight against the LPG and work towards alternatives. 
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14 Oxfam's Make Trade Fair Campaign 


Jai Sen 


Oxfam's Make Trade Fair campaign is calling on developed countries, institutions like the WTO. IMF and 
World Bank, and multinational companies to change the rigged rules so that trade can become part of th 
process of development and the solution poverty. ' 


A report named "Rigged Rules and Double Standards" prepared by Oxfam analyses international trade 
rules, and presents a powerful case for change. Oxfam recognizes that real change will only come when 
large numbers of people demand it - in both rich and poor countries alike. 


The issues 
Subsidy 


The developed countries tell the developing countries to reduce subsidies. But they spend $1 billon a day 
to subsidize their own huge farm-houses. Subsequently, rich countries dump subsidised products in 
developing countries, which drives down the price of local produce and devastates local economies. As a 
result, small producers have become poorer and poorer. This asymmetry must be rectified. 


Trade barriers 


The rich countries are imposing new trade barriers under the cover of the WTO Sanitary and Phyto- 
Sanitary Agreement, which establish standards for their products. The high standards fixed by the US 
and EU make trade in those products nearly impossible for the developing world. As a result, these de 
facto trade barriers severely deny developing countries access to markets. 


Commodities 


_ Coffee prices have fallen by 70 per cent since 1997, costing poor countries $8 billion. Poor countries 

produce most of the coffee, chocolate, cotton, and copper that the rich world consumes - but the rich 
world sets the price. Low prices mean high profits for the big companies that sell them to consumers, but 
leave millions of producers barely able to survive. 


Multinationals 


Powerful multinational corporations (MNCs) employ millions of workers - either directly or through sub- 
contractors - on low wages and in often-hazardous conditions that violate basic labour rights. Due to 
their power and influence over governments, it is highly unlikely that any legal action will be taken 
against these giants. 


Patents 


Through the WTO, the powerful corporations of the rich world are implementing strict patent protections 
on seeds, medicine and industrial techonologies in poor countries. Thus, vital drugs are priced out of the 
reach of poor people. Fourteen million people die from treatable diseases every year, many of whom 
could be saved through access to cheaper drugs. 


Hard Facts 


* — One billion people live in poverty. | 
* If Africa, East Asia, South Asia and Latin America each increased their share of world exports by just 
one per cent, they could lift 128 million people out of poverty. 


“«  InAfrica alone, this one per cent increase in the share of world trade wo 
times what the continent gets in aid. 


uld generate $70 billion - five 
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t of the world’s population lives in low-income countries - yet these countries 


f world trade. 
d, they lose two dollars to rich countries because of unfair 


More than 40 per cen 
account for just three per cent o 


For every dollar given to poor countries in ai 
trade barriers against their exports. 

When exporting to rich countries, producers in poor countries pay tariffs that are four times higher 
than those paid by producers in other rich countries. 

Africa has lost the equivalent of 50 pence for every pound received in aid because of the falling prices 
it gets for its commodities. 

Coffee prices have fallen by 70 per cent since 1997, costing exporters in poor countries $8 billion. 


Rich countries spend $1 billion a day on agricultural subsidies, driving down farmers’ income in poor 
countries, or putting them out of business altogether. 

A Ghanaian cocoa farmer only gets 1.2 per cent of the price we pay for a bar of chocolate. Between 
1996 and 2000 Ghana increased cocoa production by almost a third but was paid a third less. 
About one-third of manufacturing workers in developing countries are women. They earn about 25 
per cent less than their male colleagues. 


‘Increased patent protection will cost developing countries $40 billion each year. The new rules were 


designed by the transnational companies that stand to reap the benefits. 


What’s needed? 


Oxfam is calling for: 


Rich countries to remove barriers to imports from all low-income countries. 


A comprehensive ban on agricultural export subsidies, which would end the cycle of overproduction 
and export dumping by rich countries. 


An end to the practice of attaching conditions to IMF-World Bank loans, which force poor countries to 
open their markets regardless of the impact on poor people. 


Action to stabilise prices for primary commodities at higher levels, and pay more to small farmers. 


Fair patent rules, which ensure that poor countries are able to afford new technologies and basic 
medicines, and that farmers are able to save, exchange, and sell seeds. 


Better employment standards, especially for women. 
A more democratic World Trade Organisation, which gives poor countries a stronger voice. 


The adoption of national.and regional policies by governments in the developing countries that help 
poor people to access markets and benefit from trade 


‘, 
x 


For further information about the campaign please feel free to contact: 


Parikrama Gupta 

Asst. Campaign Co-ordinator 

B-55, FF, Shivalik 

Malaviya Nagar 

New Delhi- 110 017. Tel: 2669-3763. 


Oxfam Trust in India is part of Oxfam International 
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15 SOME DOCUMENTS 


The next eight documents are reproduced from 
EQUATIONS, November 2003 : A dossier on the WTO's failed 5th Ministerial Conference 


i) Biggest US Growers Pocket 71% Farm Sops 


The biggest American farmers received 71% of US farm subsidies since 1995 according to the 
environmentalists that could fuel the fight in Congress for tighter limits on. Farm supports. Activists sa 
mammoth payments to large operators gives them the cash to outbid their smaller neighbors for land and 
equipment. The result is higher operating costs, but no improvement in farm income. 


According to the Environmental Working Group (EWG), a Washington based activist Organisation 
the top 10% of US growers collected an average $ 278,932 a year. Their share of payments steadily grew 
from 1995, when the elite groups of farmers got 55 % of government payments. 


Billions of dollars are funneled to American grain, cotton and soyabean growers each year. Farmers 
and ranchers also receive federal money to idle environmentally sensitive land or to control manure run- 
off from fields and feedlots. 


Riceland Foods, a 9,000 member co-operative in Arkansas, was the largest subsidy recipient in 2002 
with $110 million. | 


The subsidy list indirectly included Bernard Ebbers, the former chief executive of telephone company 
World-Corn, which filed the largest bankruptcy case in history last year. Ebber was part owner of Joshua 
Timber, which got $44,761 since 1995, mostly for land conservation. Ebbers was not shown as receiving 
money directly. 


Top programs in the United States, 1995-2002 


Rank Program Number of Recipients Subsidy Total 
1 Corn Subsidies 1,365,459 $34,552,627,460 
2 Wheat Subsidies 1.144,887 $17,247,966,489 
3 Conservation Reserve Programme 627,618 $13,018,173,430 
4 Soybean Subsidies 791,340 $10,967,530,537 
Cotton Subsidies 204,182 $10,663,566,847 
6 Rice Subsidies 54,403 $7,795,799,116 
7 Sorghum Subsidies 512,005 $3,193,985,171 
8 Livestock Subsidies 656,255 $2,256,567,708 
3 Dairy Program Subsidies 142,860 $2,018,407,457 
10 Barley Subsidies 301,554 $1,411,386,147 
11 Peanut Subsidies 67,063 $1 265,735,609 
12 Environmental Quality Incentives Program 84,723 $542,457,791 
13 Tobacco Subsidies 342,143 $479,469, 789 
14 Sunflower Subsidies 40,688 $377 ,346,688 
15 Sugar Subsidies 8,036 $299,778,377 
16 Oat Subsidies 570,596 $183,445,543 
17 Apple Subsidies 8,457 $169,437,769 
18 Wool Subsidies 64,847 $156,192,611 
19 Canola Subsidies 14,513 $151,361,010 

20 Sheep Meat Subsidies 27,704 $55,827,008 


Facts about unfair trade 


Agriculture 

USA and Euro 
more than they spend on aid. 

The developed world spends $300 billi 
figures showing that more than a day ins 
people live on less than half that. 


pean Union governments spend $ 1 billion a year, on agricultural subsidies, six times 


on on subsidies to farmers every year. Much has been made of 
ubsidies goes to every European cow, while half the world’s 


Milk 

European dairy industry is swimming in a sea of subsidies. The Europeans spend $16 billion a year 
on subsidizing the dairy industry. This is equivalent to each European cow receiving $2 a day subsidy just 
to chew grass. This makes these cows better off than half the world’s population who live on less than this. 
(1.2 billion people in developing nations live on less than $ 1 a day). | 

The EU places a 50 % tariff on imports of skim milk from nations. The EU is refusing to change this 
unfair system and has postponed any decision on curtailing milk subsidies until 2007. 


Cotton 

The $ 4 billion that the 25,000 US cotton farmers receive is more than the entire national income of 
Burkino Faso, a country in which more than 2 million people depend on cotton production and where over 
half of farmers live below the poverty line. 

USA subsidies have devastated the cotton farming communities / economies of West African countries 
such as Burkino Faso, Mali, Chand and Benin. In Benin alone 25,000 people below the poverty line 
because of falling cotton prices. 

African farmers are the most cost effective producers of cotton. And yet they are unable to compete 
with the highly subsidized cotton exported from the US. 

African economies lost $ 300 million in 200 1-02 because of depressed world cotton prices. This loss 
is a quarter of what is in America aid. 


Corn } 
In 2001, the US paid its corn farmers US $ 10 billion in subsidies, around ten times Mexico's total 
agricultural budget. 


USA corn is dumped in Mexico at between $105 m and $ 145 m year less than the cost of production. 
Since 1994, the price for corn has fallen over 70% and subsidized USA corn exports to Mexico have 
expanded three fold. These exports now account one third of the domestic market. 


Another World is Possible © Another World is Possible 
Another World is Possible ¢ Another World is Possible 
Another World is Possible © Another World is Possible 


Another World is Possible ¢ Another World is Possible 
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li) India’s Statement at the Heads of Delegation Meeting 
ee 


Text of the Statement made by Commerce Minister Arun Jaitley at the Heads of Dele 


13 draft. gation meeting responding to the September 


Mr. Chairman, 


The Indian delegation would like to thank you and the facilitators for 
| . your efforts over the past f 
days.We are disappointed that the draft text ignores several concerns expressed by us and many pe 
countries. note that the pretence of development dimensions of the Doha Agenda has finally sah 
discarded confirming the apprehension expressed by me at the plenary session that this is mere rhetoric 


At the outset | would like to associate myself with the statement made by distinguished Minister of 
Brazil on behalf of G 21 on agriculture. Not only are the distortions prevalent today being perpetuated, but 
a slew of new measures to increase such distortions are being proposed. The continuation of Blue Box in 
an enlarged form without any promise of significant reductions and phasing out in future is a case in point. 
To give comfort to major subsidizing countries, distorting provisions in the Amber Box are sought to be 
continued. Both these measures will result in subsidizing exports of many items from these countries. 
Instead of negotiating disciplines on the Green Box, we have been reduced merely to reviewing the 
criteria of Green Box measures. Export subsidies are not only allowed to continue but are sought to be 
increased through a new parallelism process. We believe that we are compounding the distortions of the 
Uruguay Round by adding some more to them. The heightened ambition on market access pillar, which 
ironically provides Special and Differential treatment in favour of developed countries, is utterly incompre- 
hensible and extremely insensitive to the large number of people living in poverty in these countries. How 
can we expect developing countries to reduce tariffs on a number of items to between 0% and 5% when 
the distortions against which such tariffs are supposed to compensate are sought to be enhanced? 


The Geneva process and the consultations in the last three days have clearly revealed that the 
clarification process on Singapore issues has not yet run its course. In the absence of clarity on many 
elements, a majority of the membership of the WTO have rejected launch of negotiations on these issues 
and sought a continuation of the clarification process. Ignoring this, Mr. Chairman, you have proposed 
launch of negotiations in trade facilitation and transparency in government procurement. The section on 
investment would seem to assume that negotiations would commence on the basis of a General Council 
decision on a date corresponding to finalisation of modalities in agriculture and NAMA. The text on 
competition policy on the other hand refers to possible negotiations an obvious attempt to accommodate 
the interest of some developed countries. There is no reference to further explicit consensus either in the 
paragraphs on investment or competition policy. There is also no explicit consensus at present on any of 
the issues. It would appear that the views expressed by a large number of developing and least developed 
countries on the need for further clarification of issues through a Ministerial Conference document and 
through a letter addressed to the facilitator by my Malaysian colleague and me yesterday, have been 
completely ignored. This, Mr. Chairman, is yet another instance of the deliberate neglect of the views of a 
large number of developing countries. It represents an attempt made to thrust the views of a few countries 
on many developing countries. 

On NAMA, we want a specific reference to the Chairman’s formula for further work. On sectoral 
initiatives, we believe that the participation has to be voluntary. The present text is, in fact, an attempt to 


make the sectoral initiative mandatory. To reflect less than full reciprocity in reduction commitments, the 
end-tariff for developing countries in the sectoral initiatives must be higher than that of the developed 


countries. 

We are disappointed that no time frame has been prescribed for resolving the outstanding 
implementation issues. We are of the view that all outstanding issues should be addressed by a negotiating 
group under the TNC and thereafter decisions adopted by the General Council by March 2004. 

(Continued on page 89) 
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iii) The Cancun Ministerial Statement 14 September 2003 


etic teeta tala ha 
Trade ministers issue a statement admitting failure to arrive at a consensus 


WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION | WT/MIN(03),W/24 

14 September 2003 (03-4941) 
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 

Fifth Session Cancun, 10-14 September 2003 


Ministerial Statement 


1. As we conclude our Fifth Ministerial Conference in Cancon, we would like to express our deep 
appreciation to the Government and people of Mexico for the excellent organization and warm hospitality 
we have received in Cancon. 


2. At this meeting we have welcomed Cambodia and Nepal as the first least-developed countries to 
accede to the WTO since its establishment. 


3. All participants have worked hard and constructively to make progress as required under the Doha 
mandates. We have, indeed, made considerable progress. However, more work needs to be done in 
some key areas to enable us to proceed towards the conclusion of the negotiations in fulfillment of the 
commitments we took at Doha. 


4. We therefore instruct our officials to continue working on outstanding issues with a renewed sense of 
urgency and purpose and taking fully into account all the views we have expressed in this Conference. 
We ask the Chairman of the General Council, working in close co-operation with the Director-General, 
to coordinate this work and to convene a meeting of the General Council at Senior Officials level no 
later than 15 December 2003 to take the action necessary at that stage to enable usto move towards 
a successful and timely conclusion of the negotiations. We shall continue to exercise close personal 
supervision of this process. 


5. Weill bring with us into this new phase all the valuable work that has been done at this Conference. 


In those areas where we have reached a high level of convergence on texts, we undertake to maintain 
this convergence while working for an acceptable overall outcome. 


6. Notwithstanding this setback, we re affirm all our Doha Declarations and Decisions and recommit 
ourselves to working to implement them fully and faithfully. 


ee 
(Continued from page 87) 


On $&D Issues, we strongly support the Africa Groups position that has been stated many times in the 
past and therefore do not endorse the present decision. . 


We are unable to understand why on the issue of cotton subsidies the draft text deflects attention 
from the specific course of action suggested by Benin and three other countries by seeking to address 
distortions in products other than cotton. 


Mr. Chairman, we have to express our disappointment that the revised text brought out by you has 
arbitrarily disregarded views and concerns expressed by us. We have so far constructively engaged in the 
entire post Doha process in the hope that this is a development round. We wonder now whether development 
here refers to only further development of the developed countries. Consequently, Mr. Chairman we feel 
that this text does not lend itself to any meaningful dialogue. We still believe that this conference must be 
brought to a successful conclusion. We hope that circumstances and environment will be created to 
enable us to participate constructively. 
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Religion and Politics. The Indian Scene Justice H. G. sagnime 25.00 
Musings in Ideology Dr. Debiprasad Chattopadhyaya (Ed : G. Ramakrishna, Sanjay Biswas) 90.00 
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Know Your Child’s Mind (4th print) Dr. C. R. Chandrashekar 40.00 
Adolescent Mind (3rd print) Dr. C. R. Chandrashekar 40.00 
Mental Health Problems of Women (3rd Revised Ed.) Dr. C. R. Chandrashekar _—_ 30.00 
Mental Disorders. Your Beliefs : Right or Wrong? (3rd print) Dr. C. R. Chandrashekar 40.00 
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iv) WTO Virodhi Bharatiya Jan Abhiyan 


(Indian People’s Campaign Against WTO) 
© 5PM TR | prspe mae emme be sereweaen pm rmemerer a egr 


WTO VIRODHI BHARATIYA JAN ABHIYAN welcomes the recent developments at Cancun The most 
important development is the re- emergence of the solidarity of the South. Early indications were visible in 
Geneva in the formation of G21, on agriculture, on the eve of the Cancun meeting. The role played b 
Brazil, China, India and South Africa in this respect deserves congratulations. Not only because it re at 
the self-serving and unfair proposals of USA and EU on agriculture but also because it helped build the 
hip foundation for the reemergence of the solidarity of the South which was witnessed in 

ancun. 


The deadlock at the Cancun meeting, has, at least for the time being, held back serious threats to our 
agriculture and our autonomy of economic policy making in regard to investments and other related areas. 


The revised proposals on agriculture put forward at the Cancun meeting were too soft on USA and 
EU in regard to their commitments to reduce domestic support and export subsidies: but the proposals 
required us to reduce tariffs substantially and rapidly and indeed asked for certain tariff lines to be bound 
at nominal rates between a and 5 %.. This implied general worsening of the distortions and unfairness in 
the world agriculture market. Even worse, this posed a serious danger to our agriculture and to the survival 
of the millions dependent on agriculture for their livelinood. That G-2 1 rejected these proposals is a matter 
of satisfaction. However, the revised proposals have exposed the inherent weakness of the government 
belief that tariff instrumentality is adequate to protect this vital sector from the onslaught of the multinational 
agri-businesses of USA and EU. At Cancun, it was precisely the tariff instrumentality which was sought to 
be blunted and made virtually useless for us. We, therefore,. reiterate that nothing short of claiming and, 
asserting our right to impose quantitative restrictions on agricultural imports can save our agriculture and 
safeguard the livelinood of the seventy percent of our population. Once again, we urge the Government to 
incorporate this element as the central part of their strategy on agricultural negotiations in WTO. 


The deadlock in Cancun has also helped to keep the formal negotiations on the so-called Singapore 
issues at bay. And this has been made possible again because of the developing countries including the 
groups of ACP (African, Caribbean, Pacific) countries, the Least Developed Countries, the African Union 
and others like India, Brazil and Malaysia holding together and insisting that clarification process must 
continue and that there was no consensus on starting the negotiations. While this is welcome, it must be 
remembered that the legacy of the Doha Declaration whereby the investment, competition policy, 
government procurement and trade facilitation were brought on the agenda is still alive. And there were 
reports that the government had indicated willingness to accommodate the developed countries in regard 
to the commencement of negotiations on government procurement and trade facilitation. We reiterate our 
opposition to multilateral disciplines on all the Singapore issues and urge the government not to agree to 
any proposal for such disciplines on these issues. 


On the issue of Services, we note that at Cancun, there was an attempt to reduce the aim of the 
negotiations simply to “progressively higher levels of liberalization”, whereas General Agreement on Trade 
in Services (GATS) itself recognizes the development dimension explicitly and unambiguously. Also, there 
was no recognition that provision of services like Education, Health, Water Supply, which constitute the 
basic human rights, can not be allowed to be commodified and, therefore, such sectors should be taken 
off from the negotiating process. It is acknowledged on all sides that there is lack of relevant statistics that 
makes it impossible for developing countries to assess the costs and benefits of services liberalization In 
various sectors. There is a mandatory provision in GATS for making such an assessment before starting 
on a new round of liberalization. However, this basic shortcoming is ignored and the negotiations are 
sought to be pushed at full speed. We urge the government to take a clear stand on these aspects when 
the process of negotiations is resumed. 
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coniersnee ed ore is not allowed to be frittered away in the next three months or so, i.e. by the 
a ee ae eecnel of WTO is scheduled to meet in Geneva to take the process further. The danger 
hs it chante will now resort to the bilateral processes to complete the unfinished tasks of Cancun. 
she eisai of G-2 1 as well as the ACP and other groupings will be subjected to pressures and 
a inece And it is here that the solidarity of the South will be tested. 


We urge the government to further strengthen its stand on agriculture, the Singapore issues and 


services. 
We urge the government to reinforce the solidarity of the South in WTO and resist individually and 


collectively the onslaught of the developed countries and their multinationals. 


That the break-down of Cancun meetin 


We urge the government to defeat the possible moves on the part of the developed countries to make 
decision- making processes undemocratic and nontransparent in the name of improving operational 


efficiency of WTO. 
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v) Cancun Conclave: A New Sunrise For Developing Countries 


(By Benny Kuruvilla, People’s Reporter Vol 16, No: 18, Mumbai, September 25-October 10, 2003) 


As tired trade delegates and jubilant protestors left the Mexican resort of Ca 

the World Trade Organisations Sth ministerial conference (September 10-14, soe henna nh ot - 
shift in power equations in the 148 member organisation. When a massive grouping of African am 

Caribbean and Least developed countries refused to kowtow the diktats of the EU (European Union) and 
the US, leading to the breakdown of talks on the last day, the significance of this combined act of defiance 
was not lost to many. The World Bank chief James Wolfensohn said the Cancun alliance marked the 
creation of a” new paradigm in global financial relations for the 21 s! century” that empowers developing 
countries against the rich industrial nations. Developing countries, comprising two thirds of the organisations 
membership, led the show at Cancun, putting aside significant differences to form strong alliances (which 
to the surprise of many stood the test of time and pressure) and submitted well researched and technically 
sound negotiating proposals. 


From Doha to Cancun: 


Trade ministers make up the highest decision making body of the WTO and are expected to meet at 
least once every two years; Cancun was the fifth in the series of ministerial meetings that began with the 
1996 Singapore ministerial. After the failure of the 1999 Seattle ministerial, the 2001 Doha ministerial 
succeeded in launching an ambitious work programme called the Doha Development Agenda. Though 
developing countries were reluctant to launch a new round of complex negotiations, Robert Zoellick, the 
United States Trade Representative and the European Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy successfully 
used the sympathy wave post the September 2001 terrorist attacks to successfully argue that the failure 
to advance trade negotiations in Doha would be a boost to terrorism. Doha mandated key negotiations on 
Agriculture, Services and TRIPS (Agreement on Trade related aspects of Intellectual Property Rights)” 


Cancun was to mark an important stop on the road to completing the ambitious Doha round of 
negotiations, which supposedly put. development at the core of its agenda. But in the path from Doha to 
Cancun, negotiators in Geneva (at the WTO headquarters) missed every major deadline. By failing to 
make adequate progress on issues the developing countries believed constituted a genuine development 
round what was a routine fuelling station became a landmine. 


The Hypocrisy: 


The question of agricultural reform was the most contentious issue at Cancun. It is now well documented 
that while developing countries made substantive liberalisation commitments, farm subsidies in the EU 
and the US have actually increased since the WTO’s Agreement on Agriculture came into effect. Economists 
at the UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) recently estimated that while the EU provides a 
daily subsidy of US $ 2.7 per cow, half of India’s population live on less than $ 2 a day. This hypocrisy 
allows countries like the EU to both protect its farm sector and dump its subsidised products in developing 
country markets. Not surprisingly the removal of quantitative restrictions in April 2001 (following WTO 
stipulations) in agricultural commodities has been devastating for India’s small farmers. Before Cancun, 
the European Union and the United States set up a common negotiating framework to revive the stalled 
talks on agricultural liberalisation. Developing countries immediately responded by critiquing It as failing 
on all three counts of reducing domestic support, improving market access for developing countries and 
phasing out export subsidies. Further they formed the G-22, which comprised several leading developing 
countries such as China, India, Brazil, Argentina and South Africa, and submitted a counter proposal for 
agricultural reform as opposed to the paper submitted by the EU and the US. 


Addressing a packed press conference on the opening day of the ministerial Brazilian minister one 
Amorim speaking on behalf of the group, emphasised that their cause was a just one as they represente 
50% of the world’s population and over 65% of farmers. 
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Singapore issues: 


Another potential battle loomed in Cancun over what is termed as the four Singapore issues. Since 


the 1996 Singapore ministerial the EU and other developed countries have been trying to create new 
WTO rules on: Investment, Competition policy, Government procurement and trade facilitation. Since then 
developing countries have consistently opposed the creation of a new set of complex agreements on 
these issues. At the 2001 Doha ministerial India’s then Commerce Minister Murasoli Maran was widely 
credited with ensuring that any decision would need to be taken by ‘explicit consensus’ from all member 
countries of the WTO at the Cancun ministerial. On the second day of the conference, ina defiant show of 
strength, a group of 70 developing countries held a press conference reiterating their opposition to the 
launch of a new round of negotiations on the Singapore issues. The Malaysian Minister for International 
Trade and Industry Rafidah Aziz and Indian Commerce Minister Arun Jaitley even formally presented a 
letter on behalf of these countries to the facilitator of the working group on Singapore issues stating that 
the ciariflcatory process in Geneva should continue. 


Fundamentally flawed: 

lt was expected that the united and professional approach of the developing countries would be 
reflected in the draft, which would form the basis for the Cancun Ministerial declaration. But the document 
released on 13 September by the facilitators of the five working groups was fundamentally flawed; it 
showed that the views expressed by the EU and US on virtually all issues prevailed. 


On agricultural reform, the draft through a means of cynical legal jugglery allowed the EU and the US 
to continue with their domestic subsidies by simply shifting them from the trade distorting section to the 
non- trade-distorting one. On the issue of market access the developing countries were subjected to even 
more tariff reductions. On the crucial issue of elimination of export subsidies provided by developed 
countries there was no date mentioned for their elimination. Addressing the press immediately after his 
formal response to the draft at the Heads of Delegation meeting Mr. Arun Jaitley did not hide his 
disappointment,” Instead of being sensitive to the concerns of developing and least developed countries 
this draft indicates that the special and differential treatment in favour of developed countries has been 
allowed to continue”. 


Even the cotton initiative, which received overwhelming support from both developed and developing 
countries, was ignored. 


Final Collapse: 


The most bitterly contested insertion in the new draft was the proposal to launch negotiations on 
three of the Singapore issues, in particular on the highly controversial issue of Investment. 
& 


Ministers then entered into the final lap of round the clock negotiations in an attempt to find enough 
common ground to avert total failure. But Asian and African countries were determined to hold-on to their 
principled positions and the meeting finally collapsed during the final session on 14th september, when 
the EU and the US continued to push a draft that did not give anything meaningful on agriculture but 
mandated negotiations on three of Singapore issues. 


Undemocratic: 


Speaking to the press after the collapse Ugandan delegate Yash Tandon was furious, The assumption 
made by the EU and the US was that within about two or three days they can just carry out rapid decisions 
for everybody. They wanted a text passed that was profoundly biased -The process of arriving at this draft 
has been opaque and undemocratic -this text is unacceptable to us because it condemns millions of 
Africans to perpetual underdevelopment and abject poverty”. 
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“We are indeed disappointed with this result. The Caribbean countries came united to Cancun with a 
very positive agenda to get a fair deal for our farmers. Nothing was offered to us. Nearly 70 countries said 
they were unwilling to launch negotiations on the Singapore issues i.e. there was no explicit consensus 
Despite this, the draft we were discussing this morning mandated negotiations on three of them. | cannot 
understand how issues not on the agenda can take- precedence. The way the WTO is managed leaves a 
lot to be desired,” said Minister George of Saint Lucia speaking on behalf of the Caribbean countries 


A victory for the developing world: 


Addressing the press the Indian Commerce minister Arun Jaitley said, “Success cannot be judged on 
the ability of getting or not getting a declaration. The fact that the ministerial did not pass a statement that 
did not enjoy a consensus is indeed a victory for the developing world. 


The draft text clearly did not reflect the aspirations of the developing and LDCs”. 


Instead of the Ministerial declaration that would have mandated a work programme and set deadlines 
for completion of negotiations the ministers issued a one-page statement admitting failure and their resolve 
to go back to Geneva and try to iron out differences. 


A watershed: 


Success at Cancun would have meant a mockery of both developing countries and the so-caUed 
Doha development agenda. Cancun’s blockade does not mean the end of the road either for the WTO or 
for the Doha round or for the dominant neo-liberal paradigm that governs international trade today. But 
Cancun will remain a watershed in the history of the WTO; it marks a new dynamic to the organisation, 
standing as a useful reminder to the EU and the US that the views of developing countries can no longer 
. be ignored. 


With Fraternal Gueetings & Best Wishes 
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vi) Cancun Failure: Africa Showed The Way 


—— —————— __ 


Devinder Sharma 


Amidst a lot of drama, the WTO Cancun Ministerial has failed. The underdogs of economic development 
- the African block - have bailed out the developing world from being economically robbed. And, once 
again, the countries, which have continuously been painted to be in the ‘Dark Age’, have stood up as a 
solid block to brighten the future of billions of toiling masses in the majority world. 


The walkout by the smaller African countries, led by Kenya, and followed by some Caribbean nations 
on the contentious Singapore issues - the four new issues of investment, competition policy, government 
procurement and facilitation - which the United States, European Union and Japan were pushing in 
aggressively, has actually failed the Cancun Ministerial. The Singapore issues were aimed at simplifying 
cross-border traffic and increase competition and market access for multinationals. The walkout by the 
Africans, the second time in the history of the WTO, clearly demonstrates that there is more to the WTO 
than merely playing to media gallery. 


First in Seattle in 1999 and then in Cancun 2003, the Africans and the Caribbean have emerged as 
the real heroes. The failure of the WTO Ministerial at Seattle and now at Cancun is the direct outcome of 
the African’s frustration and their willingness to stand to the mightiest. Kenya deserves the salute - jo jita 
wohi Sikandar. And so do thousands of farmers, activists, and protestors who continued to raise their 
voice ten kilometers away from the official venue of the Ministerial talks. The supreme sacrifice by the 56- 
year-old Korean farmer, Lee Kyung-hae, will remain embedded in the history of the multilateral trade 
regime as a tragic symbol of the destructive fallout of the so-called free trade process. 


The G-23 (as the coalition of India, Brazil and China along with 20 other countries is called) in contrast, 
only roared. Like the street dogs that chase any speeding car, they continued to bark and then sit back 
demurely. India’s commerce minister, Arun Jaitley, who used the unique opportunity to pose himself as the 
champion of the farmers cause, too had given in the final stages. Neither did India, nor the other two 
giants - China and Brazil - staged a walk out in protest. The draft circulated a day before had only called for 
an end to export subsidies on farm products of special interest to developing countries, but was far short 
of the elimination of all subsidies as demanded by the G-23 group of developing nations. 


Notwithstanding their tough postures outside and before the final moments, the failure of the G-23 to 
stand up and be counted had in reality led towards a compromise formula linking the phase out of agricultural 
export subsidies with the unbundling of the Singapore issues, meaning getting started on at least two of 
these if not all the four sectors. Except for expressing displeasure, which means nothing in the trade talks, 
the G-23 finally had wagged the tail. India, China, Malaysia and Indonesia, besides the EU and some 
developed countries, were locked in intense green room discussions in the final stages to reach a 
compromise. 


What happened at Cancun is reminiscent of the absence of‘killer instinct’ that continues to plague the 
Indian society. Whether it is athletics, hockey or cricket, many a times India has done remarkably well in 
the international tournaments till it reaches the semi-finals and the finals. How many times can one remember 
the times when the nation sat glued to the television, literally on tenterhooks, watching the nail-biting 
finish, only to see the Indian team buckling under pressure. In politics, and more so in trade diplomacy, 
India continues to give a repeat performance. At 2001 Doha Ministerial too, the then Commerce Minister 
Murasoli Maran, fought alone against the inequalities being perpetuated by the global trade regime. A 
phone call from the Prime Minister at the nail-biting stage, and he had to give in to the manipulative 
designs of the rich and developed countries. 


Once again, India faltered at its moment of crowning glory. Let us be very clear, Cancun Ministerial 
failed because of investment issues and not agriculture. The G-23 did not stage a walkout in anger against 
the glaring inequalities present in the final ministerial draft. If it were not for the African countries, Arun 
Jaitely would have returned home empty handed. His mandate, ostensibly with an eye on the ensuing 


97 


votes of the domestic electorate. In that sense, he did remarkably well. But 


to cater to the A ; 
pegne new h of the BUP-led Coalition, it had all these years worked just on an opposite 


if one were to see the approac 
format to what it tried to project at Cancun. 

ot however undermine the effort of the G-23 and the G-1 6 (on special and differential 
treatment) countries to speak out. There is no denying that the G-23 countries did manage to create a 
world opinion against agriculture subsidies that the rich countries - forming the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD)- bestow on its miniscule population of farmers. In fact, these 
subsidies - totalling US $ 311 billion - are actually benefiting food and agricultural companies in the name 
of farmers. These subsidies depress global farm prices and enable the developed countries to dump 
cheaper food grains in the developing countries, thereby crippling the livelihoods of millions of small and 


marginal farmers in the developing world. 


What is also significant is that the debate Cancun Ministerial generated, for the first time acknowledged 
that all subsidies were detrimental and trade distorting. Earlier, economists, policy makers, and many 
western NGOs (in association with their developing country partners) and the ministers had all along 
found fault with the export subsidies but defended the domestic support and the green box subsidies. It 
also exposed the protection that the WTO provided to the rich country agriculture by way of special 
safeguards, higher tariffs and other non-tariff measures. At the same time, it puts to shame the relentless 
campaign by some organisations and individuals, including a section of the Confederation of Indian Industry 
(Cll), which was for paving the path for an unhindered entry of multinationals with all the state protection 


for them. 


This does n 
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vii) A Turning Point for World Trade? 
nee ce 


John Cavanagh (with Robin Broad) 
The Baltimore Sun, 8 September 2003 


A generation from now, analysts may look back at the World Trade Organization summit in Mexico as a 
turning point in the increasingly contentious globalization debate. 


Why? Because for the first time in decades of globalization negotiations, democracy trumped narrow elite 
interests. 


India, Brazil, China and nearly two dozen other poor nations, representing more than half of the globe’s 
population, negotiated as a bloc. With backing from a wide array of citizen groups, they rejected the meeting's 
final text, which, as usual, was crafted to address the corporate interests of richer nations. In short. the many 
derailed a trade agenda for the few. 


A number of these poor countries, which came to be known as the Group of 21, were responding to 
strong campaigns from citizen groups in their countries for a dramatic shift in the globalization agenda. The 
two of us spent the summer crisscrossing one of these nations, the Philippines, as small-scale farmers 
workers and anti-poverty activists pressed their government to stand up for their interests at the WTO summit. 


Their message to the Philippine government was simple, and it was aimed at the heart of the WTO agenda: 


Don’t let Cargill and other giant agribusiness firms from rich nations use their government's lavish farm 
subsidies to dump their corn, rice and wheat on our markets at low prices that displace millions of peasant 
farmers. 


In the era of Enron and WorldCom, don’t give in to U.S. government and corporate demands that vital 
public services such as health care, education and water be offered for sale to those same global firms. 


Don’t agree to new negotiations that will further handcuff governments’ ability to choose to steer incentives 
away from foreign firms toward smaller, locally based domestic firms. We met with these Filipino activists 
again at the Mexican WTO summit as they were joined by an estimated 10,000 to 20,000 protesters from 
across Mexico and the rest of the world. Barricades manned by thousands of Mexican police prevented most 
of the protesters from getting within miles of their government’s negotiators, who were holed up in some of the 
world’s most luxurious hotels to discuss what WTO negotiators brazenly called a “development agenda.” 


Deeply frustrated by the metal barricades and the unfair rules they protected, a South Korean farmer, Lee 
Kyung Hae, plunged a knife into his chest on the meetings’ opening day. 


Mr. Lee took his life to dramatize, in his own words, that “multinational corporations and a small number of 
“big WTO members officials are leading an undesirable globalization [that is] inhumane, environmentally 
distorting, farmer-killing and undemocratic.” . 

His suicide note lamented the dumping of subsidized food in poorer countries such as South Korea by 
global corporations based in wealthier countries. He asked for a global trade system that would allow poor 
countries to offer adequate protection to their farmers. 


The flashpoint of the WTO meeting was agriculture, but the democratic revolt was about far more. The 
developing countries’ negotiators in the suites and protesters in the streets were rejecting the “one-size-fits- 
all” development model of the WTO that is a relic of the bygone Reagan era. Financier George Soros 
characterizes that model as “market fundamentalism.” 


By derailing the failed globalization agenda of the WTO, these poor countries and an increasingly restless 
global public are not rejecting the necessity of global rules on trade and investment. To the contrary, proposals 
abound for replacing the obsolete WTO approach with fairer rules and institutions. 


For example, citizen leaders under the auspices of the International Forum on Globalization have proposed 
rules that would allow governments to put legitimate checks and balances on trade and investment to meet 
national goals - so Mexico could protect its corn farmers and South Korea and Japan could protect their rice 
farmers as vital to their culture. Such new rules would shift the priority from increasing trade and investment at 
all costs to creating a framework that steers these economic flows to build healthy communities, dignified work 


and a clean environment. 
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viii) The Meaning of Cancun 
es Benatar ea! 
S. P. Shukla 


Cancun did not exist on the map of Mexico only three decades ago. It was constructed literal out of 
nothing on a beach on the south-eastern tip of Mexico for the indulgence of the rich American ures But 
it is a .name not unfamiliar to those who have been keeping track of the long and chequered history of the 
North -South dialogue. Cancun was in the news once before. And it was bad news for the South. It was at 
Cancun in 1981 that Ronald Reagan finally buried the North -South dialogue of the 1970s. _ 


What does the recent news from Cancun portend for the South? For India? Let us first get the facts 
clear. The WTO ministerial meeting at Cancun was a mid-term meeting of the Doha Round launched in 
November, 2001 .The break-down of the Cancun meeting does not signify the break-down of the Doha 
round. In the past too, mid-term ministerial meetings have foundered, eg. The Montreal ministerial meeting 
in December 1988 which was the mid-term ministerial of the Uruguay Round launched in September 
1986. It broke down as there was no agreement on Agriculture, TRIPS, Textiles and Safeguards. The 
tussle on Agriculture was then mainly between EEC and the Cairns Group countries. The resistance on 
the other three issues was essentially put up by India and Brazil. But the space so obtained by preventing 
unfavourable decisions in these areas in Montreal was soon lost as the Government of India succumbed 
to the bilateral pressures, mainly from USA; withdrew its opposition; and agreed, in April 1989, to bringing 
in the substantive aspects of intellectual property rights within the scope of the negotiations. That signaled 
not only the paradigm change for the GAIT system but also the end of the solidarity of the South strenuously 
built over the years under the leadership of India and Brazil. The seed of the all-embracing and coercive 
WTO system that emerged in 1995 was sown in April 1989, ironically, soon after, and in spite of the 
successful manoeuvre at the Montreal meeting to win space for the sustained fight to resist such an 
outcome! 


The “Statement” adopted by the ministers in the wrap- up session of the Cancun meeting is vague on 
the exact stage of negotiations reached at Cancun and the direction of further work to be done. It merely 
calls for“more work .. .to be done in some key areas to enable us to proceed toward the conclusion of the 
negotiations.” 


Having failed themselves to resolve the deadlock, the Ministers have now instructed their subordinate 
officials and the Director -General of WTO to continue working on the outstanding issues | A specific date 
i.e. 15th December 2003 has been indicated by which a meeting of the General Council of WTO has to be 
convened at the official level. The Statement adds: “We will bring with us into this new phase all the 
valuable work that has been done at this Conference. In those areas where we have reached a high level 
of convergence on texts, we undertake to maintain this convergence while working for an acceptable 
overall outcome. Notwithstanding this setback, we reaffirm all our Doha Declarations and Decisions and 


recommit ourselves to working to implement them fully and faithfully.” ' 


It is all very well to sound positive in the face of a clear deadlock. But where does it leave the process 
of negotiations? The palpable and repeatedly stated differences leave unbridgeable gaps in the crucial 
areas of Agriculture , the Singapore Issues and Non -Agriculture Market Access .Where then is “a high 
degree of convergence of texts”? Is it to be presumed that there was near-agreement, behind the scenes 
on issues like Services, Special and Differential Treatment and Implementation? And what were the contents 
of such agreement? This becomes important because the stated positions spoke of large differences on 
these issues too. 


There is a feeling of same relief that the deadlock at Cancun has kept the Singapore issues at bay, 
confining them to the clarification process which commenced at Doha two years ago. But one must not 
forget that the Doha Declaration clearly “recognizes the case for a multilateral framework’ for all the new 
issues and the last two years have witnessed deliberations on the new issues which have verged on 
negotiations. Moreover, the strong opposition put forward by the African, Caribbean and Pacific countries, 
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to negotiations proper being launched on these issue has 
aie “hati Sue Oe vatiea poten to continue. And there are reports 
ene Sea achat a to a“ compromise” by agreeing to launching negotiations on two of the Singapore 
ment ee . oe Procurement” and “Trade Facilitation” while asking for continuation of the 
bode pines on the remaining issues of “Investment” and“ Trade facilitation”. The fact of the matter 
2 iO aa legacy of allowing the bridgehead for further attack by the developed countries and their 
genio on st autonomy of policy-making is very much alive and the deadlock in Cancun by itself 


is not enough to avert that onslaught. 

The other area of deep divisions at Cancun was the issue of Agriculture. Not too long ago, the 
advocates and apologists of WTO (and the Agreement on Agriculture which was its integral part) had 
created illusions about enormous prospects for agricultural exports. The actual operation of the Agreement 
on Agriculture, combined with the impact of the so-called economic reforms, over the last few years, has 
left no doubt in the minds of our peasantry and farmers that, for them, there is little to gain and much to 
lose, inthe WTO regime. The unprecedented distress which our agriculture Is experiencing is not admitted 
by our Government. But the swelling discontent in the rural hinterland on this account has not escaped at 
least some sections in the ruling establishment. That explains the Government stance of strong criticism 
of the domestic support and export subsidy regimes of EU and USA. And the consequent role the Indian 
Delegation has played in contributing to the emergence and solidarity of G-21 in the Cancun context. But 
here too, the Government is under the illusion that emphasis on reduction in domestic support and subsidies 
of EU and USA may provide them enough room to continue with adequate level of tariffs to protect the 
interests of the Indian peasantry. The latest draft on the table at Cancun presented by the Chairman of the 
meeting not only was soft on both EU and USA in regard to their regimes of support and subsidies but also 
left no doubt whatsoever that the markets of populous countries like India and China were the main focus 
of the market- access area of negotiations. The proposals contained provisions to reduce tariffs in developing 
countries substantially and at a faster rate. Not only that. They contained a provision to bind a designated 
number of tariff lines to as low level of tariff as between 0 and 5%! There is the real danger to our 
agriculture. And nothing short of reclaiming and asserting the unqualified right to impose quantitative 
restrictions on agriculture imports can save our agriculture and the livelihood of the seventy percent of our 
peoples. Government of India’s stand is long on rhetoric about what EU and USA must do about the 
support and subsidies they give to their agriculture . But our Government is totally silent on the vital issue 
of the quantitative restrictions, a right that it has to claim and exercise in the interest of our peasantry and 
people. 


Similarly, Government has not opposed the formulations in the latest draft declaration at Cancun on 
Services where the aim of the negotiations was sought to be reduced simply to “progressively higher 
levels of liberalisation” of services sectors while the General Agreement on Trade in Services itself 
unambiguously and explicitly recognises the development dimension. It has not also expressed itself 
against the supply of services like Health, Education, Water Supply etc. which constitute basic human 
rights, being comodified in the name of liberalisation. 


The danger is that trade majors will now resort to the bilateral processes to complete the unfinished 
tasks of Cancun. Important members of G-21 as well as the ACP and other groupings will be subjected to 
pressures and blandishments. As we have seen, there are openings available and signals given to make 
such process possible. And it is here that the solidarity of the South will be tested. 


That the break-down of Cancun meeting has averted the immediate disaster in the areas of agriculture 
and the Singapore issues is a positive development. And all those in the camp of the South (whether in the 
Conference hall or outside) who brought it about deserve congratulations. The task now is to ensure that 
the space gained at Cancun is not allowed to be frittered away in the next three months or so, when the 
bilateral arm-twisting will be rampant. In other words, no repeat of “Geneva Surrender” of April 1989 
should be allowed. 


What are the prospects of averting this danger? In some respects the objective situation is perhaps 
more favourable now than in the spring of 1989. April 1989 signified the end of the solidarity of the South. 
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Cancun, on the contrary, has witnessed re-emergence of the solidarity of the South, after a long interval 
of good thirteen years. All those who were wishing away the existence of South, ( including a bi of 
intellectuals and some governments in the South, including our own !) and jumping for opportunist, issue- 
based coalitions cutting across the reality of the North -South divide, have received a rude shock The 
leaders of the North have felt the sting acutely. Which explains the reported outbursts of Pascal Lamy EU 
Trade Commissioner and Robert Zoellick, USTR. Lamy called the processes in Cancun through which 
the majority of the developing countries found some voice as “medieval”. “The USTR Robert Zoellick, at 
his press conference was arrogant, and said: “If countries want to behave like in the UN and only make 
demands instead of negotiations making inflammatory rhetoric then trade negotiations are not possible” 
He virtually cursed the G 21...? . 


For the emerging solidarity to survive and become stronger, it is obvious that countries like India 
Brazil, China and South Africa have to band together in evolving common strategies and not attempt to cut 
short-sighted , bilateral deals. For us in India, it is important to ensure through popular pressure that the 
opportunity offered by the interregnum is utilized by Government to further strengthen the stand on 
agriculture and services as indicated earlier. In the spring of 1989, the issue that the Americans were 
pushing for was intellectual property rights, an esoteric area which then had little potential for generating 
mass enthusiasm for resistance. Now in the aftermath of Cancun, it is the opening of our markets for 
imports of agricultural products that is being sought by EU and USA and this affects the very livelinood of 
the majority of our people. Already there is resistance developing to the government policies in this area. 
And no government can afford to ignore it except at its own peril. It is equally important that the Government 
is persuaded to give up the ambiguity in its stand on all the four Singapore issues. If that happens, the 
Government will have the backing of a truly national consensus supporting it in WTO. This will also augur 
well for the emerging solidarity of the South. 


1 and 2: Vide “Civil Society hails Cancun Failure” by C. Raghavan in SUNS BULLETIN No. 5419 dated 16.9.03 north-south 
development monitor (electronic edition), published by Third World Network, Geneva, Chief Editor: C. Raghavan 


S.P Shukla is the convenor of the Indian People’s Campaign against the WTO and was former Indian ambassador 
to the GATT. 
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16 World Social Forum : An Experiment in Coming Together 
Tt Sa seh inet bleerea hay Devt pinsheeen nienrnmntttabihs, Fed” eet htd 


Exciting preparatory work for the World Social Forum (WSF) to be held in Mumbai from the 16 to the 
21 of January 2004 is going on in different parts of the world. The same is happening in India also and in 
many states preparatory work has drawn enthusiastic response at the District level and in some cases 
even at levels closer to the village. 


A very heartening aspect of this preparatory work is the active participation of workers, NGOs. women 
intellectuals, cultural activists, farmers, and unorganised labour, and bonded labour, anti-communal religious 
leaders and in some cases even sexual minorities. 


During the recent period we have not witnessed the coming together of so many different streams on 
one platform and this naturally raises the question as to why this has been so? 


This writer had the opportunity to participate extensively in the work of the WSF in the state of 
Karnataka, where more than fifteen district samaelans and a state samaelan in preparation for the 
Mumbai event were carried out and during the course of these experiences many ideas of the WSF found 
wide acceptance and generated infectious enthusiasm. The most important among these concepts/ideas 
are: The idea that“Another World is possible”, the idea of a“platform’, the idea of “inclusiveness”, the idea 
of “inter-sectoral solidarity’, and the idea of depending upon local resources only. 


In the following lines experiences relating to these ideas are shared for the purpose of further reflection, 
discussion and clarification, as we go on. 


1. The idea that there is a future: 


During the last decade and more we have all been told that the path of neo-liberal globalisation is the 
only way forward. There are ever so many methods by which this message is propagated almost with 
religious fervour. The Bretton woods institutions work overtime and across the globe to ensure that the 
hegemony of this false propaganda is not eroded. The onslaught has not only been economic, cultural, 
social and political, but above all, it has been ideological. Despite the fact that this global prophecy comes 
close to the view that humankind has reached the end of history - its influence has gripped all ruling 
circles, their governments and their henchmen everywhere. In order to ensure that this tempo is never 
slackened they meet every year at Davos and reiterate that “There is no Alternative”. This is the clarion 
call of the few Billionaires who cannot give up the dream of owning the whole world for eternity. 


We have all been bombarded by this proclamation day in and day out. The media, the propaganda 
machinery, the governments of the day - backed by most mainstream political parties and many others of 
their ilk repeat this dogma ad-nauseam. 

Against such a background the coming together of the WSF and its bold counter proclamation that 
“Another World is possible” has itself been a source of inspiration and hope. Indeed it has generated new 
enthusiasm among all working people to whom this world primarily belongs .and among whom there is now 
a new resolve to come together and reclaim this world into the hands of humanity. Within the short span of 
four years since its birth, this new vision, under the banner of theWSF. has gathered phenomenal momentum. 

The danger of theWSF being disrupted must not therefore be discounted. One question that detractors 
ask is-What is your alternative? We all know and do recognise that there need not be universal easy 
answer to this question, but the coming together of a critical mass of people, social forces, and 
representatives of people's organisations, cultural activists and thinkers who are sensitive to different 
streams of thought, culture and pluralist traditions is the precondition for evolving alternatives and for 
making it possible to launch efforts to construct a new world. | 

Given the power of capital, their hegemonic control over global means of production, over media, 
culture, education, state power and above all ideology, the task of seeking an alternative cannot be : 
simple one. Above all it requires the coming together of different points of view and the sharing of ste 
experiences of people engaged in the struggle against the oppressive order and it Is this realisation 
has brought us together under a new umbrella. 
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j latform and a minimum programme: 

si | iia together ona platform has already proved to be quite attractive. This is sO because 
ealisation that sectoral work, irrespective of the excellence it may have achieved in that 

oe  ecets is not enough to answer the needs of our time. Almost invariably, people working in their 
afar ace be it among workers, farmers, dalits, adivasis or others, do realise that the work that is 
fo e eben out in their respective sectors is wholly inadequate to address the more fundamental issues 
that face their sectors. Years of work at the micro-level reveal inter-linkages and the need to tackle wider 
issues at the macro-level. Activists in all sectors clearly realise that unless root problems are tackled there 
can be no salvation. There is widespread realisation that alliances are required, if root problems are to be 


addressed seriously. . 25M) 
Traditionally left trade unions believed that the party of the working class would play the historic vanguard 


role of liberating all other oppressed sections of humanity, but ever since the collapse of the Soviet Union 
these images have suffered serious set back. Trade unions now come together in search of alternate visions 
through the new platform of the WSF. Already at Porto-Alegre the experiences of the new Workers Party in 
Brazil became a centre of attraction and inspiration for many other trade unions of the world. 


The knowledge that such an experience is also a universal experience further encourages serious 
movements all over the world. At bottom is the realisation that structural issues need to be addressed if 
one is to find far reaching changes which are so urgently required. Ordinary people in different sectors 
and locations have been confronted with aggressive propaganda and repeated interventions of either the 
Structural Adjustment variety or by way of conditionalities orWTO rules, based on the assumption that the 
only way forward is the way of Globalisation. 

The idea that a platform is a political space where people from different backgrounds, subscribing to 
different political and even ideological beliefs can.come together and share their respective experiences 
has already proved to be very attractive and even exciting. A question that has immediately arisen is 
whether the platform is really open to all and the answer that only those who subscribe to a certain 
minimum understanding are welcome has further enhanced the enthusiasm of all those who have joined 
the platform. 

In this context, even though it is not very clear as to what the inter-phase between the focal points 
adopted for the WSF-Mumbai and the charter of principles adopted at the international level is, the fact still 
remains that the five focal points namely: Imperialist Globalisation, Patriarchy, Communalism, Casteism 
and War, have provided an excellent basis for a wide range of people and activists to come together, 
generating remarkably unprecedented enthusiasm and momentum. 


The good thing about the above mentioned minimum content is that it has provided a basis for 
addressing all the fundamental issues facing the country today. It has also provided opportunity to focus 
issues related to Patriarchy, Communalism and Casteism among sectors where these issues do not 
receive automatic attention. Many sectors including the well organised sectors often by pass issues related 
to gender, communalism and casteism and the inclusion of these issues in the Indian context has been a 
major gain which needs to be consolidated and carried forward. 


It may not be out of place for us in India to remember that we already have the experience of a 
platform. Even as colonial rule resulted in plunder and abysmal poverty, the people of India began their 
resistance movements. Initially there were many forms of protest and many schools of thought, including 
those who felt that the British need not leave. As the results of imperialist rule became clearer the resistance 
became stronger and the Indian National Congress evolved into a platform and played quite a dynamic 
role during the later part of its existence. Above all it brought different trends together and united them for 
the single point agenda of ending British rule. It is useful in this context to remember that the platform gave 
rise to dominant and secondary trends which then went on to become political formations after the main 
goal of independence was won. 


The counter idea that the WSF must always remain only a space is perhaps relevant to certain 


specific parts of the world, but in the Indian context such a conceptualisation seems to be inadequate. 
This may be so because we have already had the successful experience of an anti-imperialist platform 


2. 
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that brought together almost all classes, all social forces and all political tendencies under one common 
united front. 


The lesson to be drawn perhaps is that the formation of newer and newer platforms to take up the 
challenges of particular epochs is extremely important and the emergence of tendencies through the 
platform process is but natural and quite welcome as part of an ongoing democratic political process 
What is very important is the minimum programme that unites constituents of the platform and the 
determination to stay together and fight for these goals. 


3. The idea of inclusiveness: 


An extremely valuable organisational principle which came down from theWSF and which we struggled 
to internalise with remarkable success was the idea of inclusiveness. Everybody instantaneously welcomed 
the idea of inclusiveness, but very often the question that arose immediately was whether the platform is 
really open to everyone. In this context the adoption of the focal points mentioned above proved useful. In 
practice these were converted into the equivalent of the minimum programme and once this was explained 
there was wide spread acceptance of both the idea of the platform as well as the idea of inclusiveness 
within the limits of the focal points already mentioned. 


A very useful component of the idea of inclusiveness was the understanding that all meetings of all 
bodies that were entrusted with organisational work were open to everyone who wanted to be part of the 
WSF. To a great extent this prevented the emergence of a structured, hierarchy of leadership, though the 
temptation to create well defined traditional categories kept arising again and again. At the Karnataka 
level, the model of flexibility played a useful role and gave us insights on further developing this model in 
the days to come. 


Perhaps the single most significant feature of inclusiveness in Karnataka was the active participation 
of Sexual minorities in the state level samaelan at Hubli. Indeed this event was unique for bringing together 
workers, NGOs, farmers, bonded labour, domestic workers, students, teachers, cultural activists, youth, 
women, intellectuals, secular minded religious leaders, etc. 


4. The idea of inter-sectoral dialogue: : 


During the preparatory meetings of the Hubli Samelan, (on 29th and 30th of November 2003) we 
consciously decided that an effort must be made to help one sector understand the problems of the other 
sector/s. It was therefore proposed that each sectoral group should divide its members into two groups 
with one group participating in its own sectoral discussions while the other group spread itself out into 
commissions where discussions were being carried out by different sectors. In all there were twelve 
commissions at Hubli and each sector had extremely animated discussions and came out with reports 
that were presented in the plenary. Many of these reports were of very good quality, though the idea of 
inter-sectoral dialogue could not be fully achieved, it gave us an experience on which we can build further 
in the days to come. The extent of wide participation in each of the commissions was quite refreshing but 
the plenary tended to drag and became difficult for the average participant, though the cumulative process 
was valuable; it left much to be desired. 

Commission reports clearly demonstrated the potential for more in-depth inter-sectoral dialogues and 
therefore a concrete proposal to bring together the banking sector, the insurance sector and the farmers for 
such a dialogue was proposed and the same is now being followed up for realisation , if possible even before 
the Mumbai meeting. There is abundant reason to believe that such exercises are possible between different 
sectors and undoubtedly this would enhance the value of the social process greatly. 


5. The idea of using local resources: 

Almost spontaneously, the activists of Karnataka found that it was relatively easy to organise all the 
district samaelans as well as the state samaelan through the mobilisation of local funds from trade unions, 
registration fees, voluntary contributions and advertisements for the souvenir. Though there were anxious 
moments and fear of a huge deficit budget, as we went along we discovered the immense ability of our 
activists to manage with minimal funds, low expenditures, frugal food and efficient use of public spaces 
and infrastructure. The principle that we would mobilise our local resources was not taken for any dogmatic 
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but only because everyone felt that it was possible to conduct the 


ith foreign funding, 
acai sgl in the state with local resources, thus enhancing the quality and nature of 
entur 


involvement and participation. } . aes 
in conclusion it must be stated that participation of working people and their organisations was a 


‘ling experience. The process as we already know has been quite uneven. In some 
tg ‘f se pi different sections ; especially workers, NGOs, women, farmers, 
dalits, adivasis, children, cultural activist, secular spiritualists and intellectuals - has been achieved with 
great ease and efficiency. If this has not been the experience everywhere it is in spite of the fact that 
objective conditions are ripe enough for wider unity, but subjective conditions may differ from place to 


place. 
There is reason to believe that the internalisation of the WSF process, especially the ones mentioned 


above has been uneven. If sectarian approaches take hold of the process then it will naturally be difficult 


to build the platform process. 

Finally, it is useful to remember that the entire experience is still in its infancy, but wherever the 
attempt has been made the potential manifestly is immense. There is much to learn as we go along, and 
perhaps the way we shape our processes in the context of the third world, and even in the third world 
within the context of our respective national specificities, needs to be different. Perhaps pluralism even in 
terms of certain organisational principles, particularly those that arise during the process of coalition 
building from below, must be given ample space so that experiences can be obtained, re-examined and 
modified as we go along. Unlike the global understanding, we may require to encourage declarations that 
can be unanimously adopted and action programmes that may follow, while respecting the autonomy of 
independent constituents wedded to their own efforts. 


6. Another platform for another phase of imperialism: 


lt may not be out of place to go back to reflect on the platform created at the time of the first 
independence struggle. Immediately after independence the Constituent Assembly sat together in order 
to work out the consensus of the relevant epoch. This was a very rich epoch, since it was the epoch of the 
independence struggle. As already mentioned many tendencies contributed to the platform of that period. 
This richness was captured in a very substantial way in the written Constitution of India. The working 
people of India were promised a new era under this constitution. 


Gandhiji, who was proclaimed Father of the Nation, however suggested that the Congress should be 
dissolved. This was obviously because the main goal for which the platform was formed was accomplished. 
The Nehruvian paradigm took over as the dominant trend arising out of the broader platform. Constitutional 
promises remained unfulfilled and many dissatisfied tendencies rose to become full-fledged political 
formations. Soon the mandate of the earlier epoch got eroded and new political formations, in search of a 
new mandate, have arisen. | 


With every passing year most political formations are getting more and more alienated because of 
their failure to deliver promises made at the time of winning the first independence struggle. Disillusionment 
and cynicism about the capacity of mainstream political parties to deliver is fast spreading and serious 
discussions about the need to launch a second independence struggle are repeatedly heard. 


The World Social Forum process in India has all the potential to capture this newly emerging space 
and convert it into an even more dynamic platform than the one that was created at the time of the first 
independence struggle. Since the world belongs primarily to the working people of the world, to those who 
believe that “Another World is possible”, it is but legitimate that they must play their full and legitimate role 
on this platform. 


o, 


o o> } 


Prot. Babu Mathew is Professor of Law and Faculty Co-ordinator for Law and Society Cluster, National Law School 
of India University, Bangalore, and Ms. Rashmi Shetty is Visiting Lecturer, Natioal Law School of India University, 
Bangalore. . 
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17 EDITORIAL MISCELLANY 


No single document - least of all a souvenir-like journal as this one - can do full justice to the whole 
gamut of issues concerning the whole of human-kind, which are arrayed before the WSF-2004 to be 
deliberated upon by over a hundred thousand people from across the globe. This small souvenir, therefore 
does not pretend to do what it patently cannot, but only intends to serve in a humble way as just a 
commemorative souvenir to mark the holding of the World Social Forum's fourth global conference - albeit 
for the first time in India - in Mumbai from the 16th to 21st January 2004. In doing so, it also provides to the 
reader inter alia a few insights into the origins and aims of WSF, the road {s} it has already taken or may 
have to take as it goes along on its original mission with its still evolving strategies, the challenges along 
the way, etc. Should it as much as provoke a few more people to study deeper the whole WSF process, 
it will have best served its purpose. 


During the course of district and state level conferences held in Karnataka, one complaint tossed 
about - orally or in writing - was that the organizers, while claiming that the WSF process being all‘inclusive’ 
was open to all, were yet selectively excluding either some individuals or some organizations from entering 
it. One wishes that this complaint is unfounded. But if and wherever true, the onus then is on the collective 
but amorphous group of organizers to ensure effectively that the small-mindedness of some local, partisan 
functionaries amongst them, did not subtract from the massive efforts required to be put in to achieve the 
big goals the WSF has set for itself globally. It is important to see that ‘Another World is Possible’ is not 
made difficult of achievement also through such pettiness on the part of a few. 


ty 
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India, along with Brazil, China, South Africa and many other countries, mostly from Africa, put up 
good resistance recently at Cancun over those WTO issues which the rich countries, led by the USA, 
were too keen about. From 1982 to 1986 India had led about 70 poor and developing countries in 
consistently opposing the inclusion of certain harmful issues in the Eighth {Uruguay} Round negotiating 
agenda for amending the General Agreement onTariffs and Trade {GATT} of 1947. Had India not thereafter 
suddenly let down the other countries and capitulated around September 1986 by accepting the negotiating 
agenda of the rich countries, the World Trade Organization {WTO} in its present form would not have come 
into force from 1st January 1995, and the misery caused by it for vast populations in different countries 
would not have been there. Through the WSF process now India needs to redeem herself from that 
failure of eighteen years ago. 


lf the World Bank, IMF and WTO's prescriptions have created more problems for people the world 
over than really solving any, if at all, the fast changing technology has surely brought big benefits and vast 
wealth to some, but at a great cost to a huge number of people. The world has to demand from the few 
gigantic beneficiaries of the New Technology total compensation for those utterly impoverished or deprived 
at the hands of that very same technology. Creation of jobs for all is indisputably the number one priority 
globally more today than ever before. The WSF, it is hoped, will address this issue with the speed and 


sweep and the depth that it calls for. 
Michael B. Fernandes 


_In law, intention is more important than the act. A person with good intention, accidently may commit 
a crime. The good intentions will mitigate the severity of the act. Intentional killing is murder. Otherwise It 
is homicide. In the context of globalisation, it is necessary to unveil what the intentions are. Trade, domestic 
or international is, per se, not bad. But if the intention of the trade is to economically subjugate the other 
country, it deserves condemnation. In the 18th century, East India Company arrived in India for the Cae ead 
purpose of doing trade but used the opportunity to seize political power. In quitting India in 1947 cb 
Britishers did not have good intention of freeing India to rule itself. They divided the country and sowed the 
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sm and violence. Therefore while the act of giving freedom to India was good the 
bad. The West has its own economic problems of stagnation, drop in employment, surplus 
jes mcr | atin domestic demand, etc. As solution for these domestic problems, globalisation 
aaa porte atcrtor was not to enable the developing countries to grow but in its present form 
a iy markets and advantage their own country at the cost of helpless and poor nations. This 
‘axuhee i fe unfair bargain of GATT. Strong arm tactics were employed to drive the developing and 
Nia fats ed countries to toe the line or face isolation and withdrawal of aid. It is therefore evident that 
if tenner behind the GATT were not altruistic or honourable but evil. The globalisation therefore 


needs to be condemned on this ground alone. 


Trade amongst equal partners can lead to prosperity of both. It can help industrialisation and 
employment in both the countries. But trade between unequal partners results only in impoverishing the 
weaker partner. The first essential is to enable the poor countries, through funding without strings, to be 
self reliant. International trade or globalisation should then follow. But on the ruse of aid, economic suzeranity 
is established over the developing countries and trading conditions are imposed upon them. This is nothing 
but exploitation. The GATT no doubt, will deindustrialise the poor countries and deprive the people of 
these countries employment opportunities. They will forever have to depend upon the supplier countries. 
Competition which is the core mantra of the new global policies will eventually eliminate small players and 
end up in international private monopoly. The globalisationists blame poor state of development in India to 
State Monopolies. No doubt, we have monopolistic public sector units in many areas. The detractors of 
public sector say that the monopolistic character of these undertakings has bred inefficiency and destroyed 
the economic fundamentals. This is not true. Efficiency is a comparative term; a comparison between 
incomparables leads to wrong conclusions. Efficiency has to be judged on the basis of internal parameters 
and not on external comparison. A study by the Centre for Industrial & Economic Research (CIER) has 
shown that private sector in India is not more efficient than public sector. This finding is recorded in the 
publication titled “Performance of Public and Private Sectors” brought out by the Standing Committee of 
Public Enterprises (SCOPE). If monopoly is bad it is bad for private sector also. The so called competition 
means the big fish swallows the smaller fish with impunity. In the end the State Monopoly is replaced by 
private or global monopoly. And it is also clear that GATT seeks to replace public sector monopoly by 
private sector monopoly. 


The effect of the process of globalisation which started in 1991, has been closure or merger of small 
and medium industrial units. This has thrown lakhs of workers out of jobs. Unemployment amongst the 
employables has reached a dangerous proportion. Add to this, the unskilled or semi skilled workers. The 
picture becomes alarming. It is true that economic cycles over a period of time will assert and again the 
public sector may emerge asTINA. But the damage done in the intervening period will be irreparable. Why 
then experiment with poison? 


seeds of communal 


R. N. Godbole 


The unceasing attempts by neo-imperialists to score a march over their predecessors in dominating 
the poor and developing countries and bleed them to utter impoverishment and slavery has been the most 
conspicuous feature of the recent times. The coercive logic that integration of global economy, call it 
Globalisation, is the panacea to all the ills of economic backwardness, has come to be the anthem of the 
big powers, with the US as the chief drumbeater. The dismantling of the USSR and the resulting set back 
to the socialist system as such, acted as a catalyst to this sinister process. Economic liberalism and free 
trade with no reins whatsoever have become the order of the day. Cashing in on the situation, America, 
much to the chagrin of its fellow exploiters in Europe and elsewhere, has taken over the mantle of world 
economy, as it were, and has made, no secret of its desire to strengthen its military domination over other 
countries. The WTO is the main instrument here. The UNO its handmaid. 


History has shown that at times of crises the underprivileged, the exploited have risen against injus- 
tice and sacrificed their all to usher in a new order, The latter half of 1990's saw voices of dissent and 
various forms of protests in Europe, Latin America, South Korea and the Indian subcontiment despite 
attempts by the powers that be to abort or dilute them. Initially articulated by non-party social groups and 
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NGO's, protest movements snowballed into a solid mass based entity to arrive with a bang at Porto Alegre 
Brazil and emerge as the World Social Forum. Subsequent WSF gatherings with humanism as the core of 
its programmes, have taken upon the meanace of Globalisation with a newer resolve and more action 
plans. WSF theme, “THE ECONOMY AND MARKETS SHOULD SERVE SOCIETY RATHER THAN THE 
CONVERSE” and “ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE”, summarises the strong ideological content of its 
organizational framework. 


Porto Alegre has found an echo among different section of the people the woridover, Europe, Latin 
America and Asia in particular, reflecting in a way the emerging people’s power. Asia Social Forum, a 
constituent of this process took shape at Hyderabad in January 2003. The Hyderabad conclave has 
thrown up of a flurry of antiglobalisation activities in the country. The response has been encouraging. The 
Karnataka Social Forum convention at Hubli on 29th and 30th November, 2003 has been a rewarding 
experience opening up possibilities for galvanizing divergent forces in the state to come under one banner 
and be a part of the Indian resistance to fight the neoliberal and pro-rich policies both at the macro and 
micro level. Since the constituents are avowdy secular, it should augur well for all other secular forces to 
jointly fight the menace of communalism in the country, for, in the Indian context both the market and 
communalism have a symbiotic relationship. 


The WSF conference to be held at Mumbai from 16th to 21st of January is poised to set a new 
agenda for combating the capitalist cannibals and the neo imperialist exploitors. 


The activists of the WSF will do well to remember that the movement encompasses disparate groups 
of various ideological dispositions and the task is to forge a workable alliance in this historic task of 
chartering a new economic world order. 


With its diversity, with its inclusive agenda the WSF should march from Mumbai to emerge as a global 
force. In this sense the World Social Forum is a positive happening. 


S. Surendra 
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for a perfect life st 


When too many options are chasing you, is it not wise to choose a trustworthy, Govt. owned bank ? 
Choose Canara Bank for all your personal banking needs. Enjoy personalised service & advantage of technology. 


e@ HomeLoans: 
Housing - Your most significant investment 
decision. Necessity, tax planning, retirement 
plan, security, comfort, self esteem all rolled 
into one. Now Canara Bank lightens your 
burden with the lowest ever interest rates. 
e Homelmprovement Loans: 
Give your home a facelift, furnish it. 
e Canmobile Loans: 
Drive home your dream car - new or used. 


CAR LOAN & 
‘PERSONAL LOAN also 


at attractive rates ! 


Processing fee waived. 
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Canbudget Loans: 


All purpose personal loan for salaried class. 
w Clear off credit card dues m Take your familyon adream vacation. 


Cancarry Loans: 

Carry home choicest gadgets to enhance your comforts. 
Cancash Loans: 

Avail finance against your blue chip shares. 

Canrent Loans: 

Loan to property owners against future rent receivables. 
Teachers’ loan: 

Simple personal loan for teaching & non-teaching staff. 


For further details please contact your nearest branch 


ert ns 
2 CANARA BANK 
& (A Govt. of India Undertaking) 


) Head Office; 112, J.C.Road, Bangalore - 560 002. 
Visit us at: www.canbankindia.com 
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- Serving to Grow -Growing ta serve 


Shipping 


Creating Enduring Value 


e Assets of Rs.! 7,000 cr. (US$3.6bn) in 
services and manufacturing 


Moving swiftly to capture new opportunities 


Setting and surpassing world-class benchmarks 


Using cutting-edge technology for strategic 
advantage 


Flexible, innovative business medels 
including strategic alliances Oil&Gas 


‘Positive attitude’ of its employees 


Adherence to good corporate governance 


